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Veterans Day is a day to commemorate the 
sacrifices of members of the armed forces and of 
civilians in times of war, specifically since the First 
World War. It is observed on the 11th of 
November to recall the end of World War I on that 
date in 1918. 

 

Before World War II, Veterans Day was known as 
Armistice Day in the United States and, in most 
Commonwealth Countries, the day is still known as 
Remembrance Day.  As Veterans Day approaches 
it is appropriate for us to remember those from 
Homewood who died in service to their country in 
the Civil War, World War I, World War II, the 
Korean War and Vietnam. 

 

CIVIL WAR 
 

During the Civil War, there were about 20 men 
from the area that would become Homewood that 
served in the Union forces.  One of these, 
Benjamin Courson Morris did not return. Morris 
was the son of George Morris, who was a farmer 
and owner of the local grain mill.  Benjamin was 
mustered into federal service with the 8th Illinois 
Cavalry in September 1861. The 8th Illinois 
Calvary engaged the Confederates in battle at 
Antietam, Manassas and Gettysburg.     

 

Benjamin Morris was captured by the Confederates in battle near Madison Court House in 
Virginia in September 1863.  He was last imprisoned at Andersonville, the notorious 
Confederate prison camp in Georgia.  During the 14 months this camp was open, 45,000 
Union soldiers were confined there and almost 13,000 died from disease, poor sanitation, 
malnutrition or exposure.  Morris died of pneumonia at Andersonville on July 13,1864 and is 
buried there. 

 
A marker commemorating his death was dedicated at the Homewood Veteran's Memorial 139 
years after his death on July 13, 2003. 
 

WORLD WAR I 
 

President Woodrow Wilson signed a joint resolution of Congress declaring a state of war 
between the United States and Germany on April 6, 1917.  In May of that year, the Selective 
Service Act was passed requiring all young men between the ages of 21 and 31 to register for 
the "draft."  The draft increased the size of the armed forces from 200,000 people to almost 4 
million by the end of the war in 1918.   
 

 
 

Civil War Re- -enactors at Morris marker dedication  
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The first Homewood men drafted left town for service in September 1917.  The 
village's volunteer firefighters held a farewell party for these "boys" on September 
15th at Funk's Hall and the soon to be soldiers were feted with dinner, a few 
speeches and a "goodly amount of smokes" to take with them.   
 

Eventually, 64 Homewood men served with the American Expeditionary Forces 
and all but 4 returned home safely.  1918 was the year of the deadly Spanish 
Influenza, and two Homewood servicemen succumbed to the flu before even 
leaving the States.   Andrew Chellar died October 12, 1918 at Camp Jackson, 
South Carolina and William Nuessle died October 18, 1918 at Camp Taylor, 
Kentucky. Both are buried at Homewood Memorial Gardens.  Edward D. Haigh 
also died of disease.  Sadly, Haigh contracted diphtheria in France after the war 
had ended but before his unit was shipped home.  He died April 18, 1919 and is 
buried near where he was born in Southern Illinois. 
 

The only Homewood serviceman to die in combat in World War I was Alfred 
Wolland.  Wolland enlisted with the Royal Artillery, Canadian Expeditionary 
Forces, soon after the outbreak of hostilities in 1914.  Little else is known about 
Wolland and his military service except that his battalion was completely wiped 
out in battle in 1916. 
 

WORLD WAR II 
 

During World War II, 13 young men from Homewood gave the supreme sacrifice.  
Adding to the grief over lost loved ones and friends, many in Homewood also 
mourned the deaths of 7 other soldiers who had formerly lived in town and the 3 
men from Flossmoor who never returned.   
 

Walter Burns was the first from Homewood to give his life in the war.  Burns had 
a keen desire to fly  and  after  the  outbreak of the war in Europe,  he  attempted to 
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Homewood’s WWI monument 
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Nuessle gravesite ceremony 
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enlist in the United States Army Air Corps.  Rejected because of his short stature, Walter enlisted with the Royal Canadian Air Force 
(RCAF) in October 1940.  He achieved his dream to fly and was assigned to pilot a bomber in North Africa.  While there, disaster struck 
on July 13, 1942 as Burns and his crew were returning from a mission.  Four miles short of a desert landing strip, Burns' Wellington 
aircraft crashed after running out of fuel.  He and the 3 other RCAF airmen on board the plane were killed.  News of Walter's death 
reached Homewood a week later and shocked the community.  "Wally" Burns was well known to many in town from his days working at 
the soda fountain in the Community Pharmacy.  The newly formed VFW post was named for him in 1946.  His death at the age of 21 
drove the realities of war home and many prayed his would be the last Homewood would endure. 
 

Fate was not so kind.  Although there would be no deaths of Homewood servicemen in the balance of 1942 and for all of 1943, the Allied 
offensives of 1944 and 1945 would certainly take their toll. 
 

In February 1944, reports of Homewood's second war death reached the village.  Walter Richards of Ridge Road had been killed in action 
while serving aboard a minesweeper in the Mediterranean in January.  Richards was 29 years old and had been employed by the 
Homewood Post Office before enlisting in 1942.  Several months later, on May 19th, Lester B. Tienstra, age 20, was killed when the B-24 
Liberator bomber he was aboard crashed in Romania returning from a mission.  Following the D-Day invasion, Edward Goesel, another 20 

 
 

Andrew Chellar 
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year old Homewood airman, was killed June 18th when his B-17 Flying Fortress 
was shot down over Germany.    Further south in Italy, Ivan Winslow was 
mortally wounded advancing with his infantry unit on the Anzio beachhead on 
June 14th.  Robert Downey was the final serviceman from Homewood killed in 
1944.  The 21 year old was killed in fierce combat attacking German pillboxes 
on the Seigfried line near Riesdorf, Germany.   
 

As fighting continued into 1945, the Germans were in retreat but the bloody 
battles of the Pacific continued.  The battle for Iwo Jima in the western Pacific 
was to be the last fighting 6,821 Americans, including 3 young Marines from 
Homewood, would ever see.  Privates Charles Henry, 19, Robert Johnson, 22, 
and Walter Johnston, 26, were all killed while battling for the island stronghold 
in February and March 1945.  The death of Robert Johnson was particularly 
poignant.  Johnson, an only child, died the same day, March 4th, as Charles 
Henry, and he was a good friend and neighbor on Cedar Road of Robert 
Downey,  who  was  killed  at  the  end  of 1944.   Corporal John Piani of the 3rd 
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Armored Division of the First Army was Homewood's only combat death in the European Theatre in 1945.  He was killed fighting in 
Germany on March 30th. 
 

Peter Strine was the last casualty Homewood would suffer in the war.  Strine, a paratrooper, had been wounded in the neck prior to V-E 
Day and died July 12, 1945 while recuperating in a French rest camp. 
 

Joseph Delvacario and Arthur French of Homewood also died in the war along with former residents Edward Algar, Joseph Samulowitz, 
James Durham, Paul Smith, Vernor Wickstrom, Frank Bonham and Herbert Ulrich 

 

 
Photo from H-F Star 

The war claimed the lives of 11 men from Homewood and Flossmoor.  In Vietnam, Pfc. Gary Barnard died in 1966, 1st Lt. Phillip 
Zummallen, Jr. was killed in 1967, Sgt. William Cofran, Spec. Paul Severson and Marine L/Corp. William Oskilanec were all killed in 
1968, Marine L/Corp. Thomas McGrath, Army Spec. James Ward, Pfc. Bruce Peterson and Pfc. Phillip Flannigan died in 1969.  Air 
Force Capt. Park Bunker and Major Jeffrey Lemon were shot down over Laos in 1970 and 1971 respectively.  Captain Bunker's and 
Major Lemon's bodies have never been recovered. 
 

Fortunately, since Vietnam, no other Homewood servicemen have lost their lives serving our country.  May we always remember these 
brave men who gave the ultimate sacrifice and may they all rest in peace. 
 

KOREA 
 

The post-war years were tumultuous ones marked by uncertainty and tension around the globe.  After 
the war, the United States and the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) emerged as the 
world's major powers.  Although both countries were allied during the war, they espoused different 
ideologies.  This led to a deteriorating relationship between them after the war.  The Soviets backed the 
installation of Communist regimes throughout Eastern Europe, which threatened the democratic 
principles the U.S. had fought for.  Hostility developed between the countries and they teetered on the 
edge of direct military action.  In addition, the USSR signed an alliance with the People's Republic of 
China, and Communism spread to areas outside of Europe. 
 

Early on, Chinese backed Communist forces from North Korea invaded South Korea, and the United 
States led United Nations forces intervening in this conflict.   After three years of bitter fighting, the 
Korean War ended in 1953.  Two young soldiers from Homewood were killed in Korean battles; 
George Eustis died July 16, 1950 and Marine James Morrison died July 12, 1953. 
  

 

James Morrison and his 
grandmother, Kate Handley 
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VIETNAM 
 

In 1950, the United States offered assistance to 
France in the form of military advisers and financial 
support to save French Indochina, now Vietnam, 
from Communist rule.  After the French withdrew 
from the country in 1954, the United States backed 
the South Vietnamese government and friction with 
North Vietnam developed, ultimately breaking out 
into a full-fledged war in 1959. 
 

The United States sent troops to fight alongside the 
South Vietnamese in 1965.  A long and bloody 
engagement, the  Vietnam  War continued until 1975 
when Saigon eventually fell to the Communists.  
 


