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Homewood’s Forgotten Golf Course:  
The Dixmoor Golf Club 
By Jim Wright 

Following the turn of the 20th century, the area around Homewood became a Mecca for golf 
enthusiasts.  Hay fields adjacent to the Illinois Central Rail Road tracks became fertile grounds for 

groups interested in capitalizing on the growing popularity of the sport and organizing golf clubs.  

The Homewood (now Flossmoor) Country Club was established in 1899 and was followed by the 

Ravisloe Country Club in 1901, Idlewild Country Club in 1908 and the Calumet Country Club, 

which started in Chicago in 1901 but later moved to acreage in Homewood in 1917.   The last club 

established in Homewood, and the only one no longer in existence, was the Dixmoor Golf Club. 
 

The Dixmoor Golf Club was incorporated on October 22, 1921.  Chicago wholesale grocer 

Clarence C. Upham was the club's first president and Frank C. Wells was its first secretary-

treasurer.  Directors included Raymond Beach, Alfred J. Kendrick, Henry Weinberger, Charles L. 

Hays, B.J. Dickens and Charles "Chick" Evans - a renowned amateur golfer of the time. 

course for a daily fee of $1 on weekdays, $1.50 on Saturdays and $2.50 on Sundays.  
 

On November 22, 1921, Upham executed an option for the purchase of the 123-acre Jabez C. 

Howe, Sr. farm, land lying south of 175th Street and west of the Dixie Highway.  The option was 

at $635 per acre and the total sale price was $78,000.  Howe, an early Homewood pioneer and 

booster who was credited with giving the town its name, died in 1920 and his family had been 

trying to sell the farm ever since.   
 

Following the land purchase, the club's directors set about to begin implementing plans for the 

course layout and design of the clubhouse building.  For the course,  Dixmoor  used a  preliminary 

 
Dixmoor Clubhouse 
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Dixmoor Golf Club Advertisement 
Ad from Harvey Tribune, July 1925 

 

Unlike the other private clubs previously 

established in Homewood, Dixmoor was to be 

semi-private.  The corporation owned and 

operated the club and offered 3000 shares of 

stock at a par value of $100 per share.  

Stockholders who purchased five or more 

shares were considered full members and were 

entitled to all the privileges of t he club.  The 
general  public  was  also  welcome  to  use the 

 

design drawn in 1916 for the Howe family by Tom Bendelow, a 

noted golf course architect.  William C. Jackson supervised 

construction of the course and added many refinements to the 

original design. 
 

To promote membership, the club hired Adrian C. "Cap" Anson as 

general manager.  Anson, a veteran sportsman and baseball Hall of 

Famer, had played for the Chicago White Stockings and was the 
team's manager from 1879 until the close of the 1897 season.  

Anson also served as Chicago city clerk from 1905-1907 and, after 

this, spent a number of years on the vaudeville circuit.  In his 

leisure, he spent time trying to perfect his golf and billiards games.  

His reputation and varied background provided a perfect cachet for 

the budding club. 



 

Anson worked hard recruiting shareholders for full membership.  Prominent members included Charles Comiskey, owner of the Chicago 

White Sox, and William Veeck, Sr., president of the Chicago Cubs.  Notable Homewood members included Frank Prindiville, Jabez C. 

Howe, Jr. and Stanley Gottschalk.  Despite these recruitment successes, Anson's tenure with the club was short; he died suddenly on April 

14, 1922. 
 

After Anson's death, Tom Walsh took over as the club's professional and manager.  Original expectations were for the course to be 
playable by August 1922 but, due to a number of setbacks, it was not until May 1923 that 18 holes were in shape and open for play.  

Formal opening ceremonies for Dixmoor's inaugural season took place on May 30, 1923 and festivities included an exhibition match 

between champions from several local country clubs.  A large crowd watched the match play, which helped make the launch of Dixmoor a 

great success.   
 

Total yardage on the course was 6266 and consisted of four par 5 holes, ten par 4 holes and four par 3 's.  Each hole had a name in addition 

to its number.  Some names were familiar like Ravisloe, Calumet, Homewood, Cap Anson and Chick Evans while others were more 

whimsical with names like Letsgo, White Mule, Beaucoup, Pocahontas and Punch Bowl.  
 

A spacious two-story frame clubhouse was finished by the start of the club's second season on May 1, 1924.  The clubhouse dining room 

was open to the public in season and it, along with the club grounds, received good patronage and fine reviews from the golfing 

community.   
 

Manager Walsh was a real innovator, which was a great benefit to the reputation of the club.  Chicago papers and even the New York 

Times reported that the club installed a "wireless receiving station  (radio) in the clubhouse to care for the spiritual welfare of church 

members addicted to playing golf on Sunday mornings."  It was said members could listen to their favorite pastor while enjoying a 

cigarette on the veranda before or after a round of golf.    
 

Walsh also instituted a rather green method for tournament prizes.  Rather than giving a trophy, watch or other engraved piece, the club 

planted a tree on the course in honor of the winner with a bronze plate placed nearby giving the name of the winner and name and date of 

the tournament.   
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Looking west from 175th & Dixie Highway, showing the clubhouse with Amalfi Gardens (later Surma’s) across the street. 

Photo from Illinois Central Railroad Historical Society 

 

On the surface, the future seemed bright 

for the Dixmoor Golf Club, but by August 

1924 there was grumbling among many 

shareholders who were dissatisfied with 

the management and fiscal condition of 

the corporation.  An independent audit 
was conducted of the corporation's books, 

which revealed improprieties by the board 

of directors in their financial management 

of the club.    
 

Chief among the charges leveled against 

the board were "secret" dealings in 

arranging for the original land purchase at 

$78,000 by Upham and the subsequent 

sale of the property to the corporation for 

$198,000.  This sale was approved by the 
board who split the profit, which they then used to buy stock for themselves.  It was also alleged the board charged commissions on the 

sale of this stock through another company the board members had set up to sell the stock of the club.   
 

A lawsuit was ultimately filed in this matter and the original board of directors ended up returning $100,000 in stock to the club for resale 

and were ordered to pay additional damages.  Charles "Chick" Evans was the only original director exonerated by the court and was 

cleared of any complicity in the land and stock transactions.   
 

Dixmoor Golf Club continued to function under a reconstituted board of directors and was open for the 1925 and 1926 golfing seasons.  

Legal expenses associated with the lawsuit coupled with bad publicity and a resultant decrease in stock value made it increasingly more 

difficult for the club to continue to operate profitably.  Reluctantly, the board of directors made a decision to close the club at the end of 

the 1926 season.    
 

The Dixmoor club grounds were sold to the Lonnquist Company for $400,000 in April 1927 and the firm subdivided the property for 

residential construction.  The developer offered the clubhouse building to the village for use as a community center at the bargain price of 

$5000, though they valued the building at over $50,000.  The proposition was put to a vote of village residents in a referendum and was 

soundly defeated 430-316.  The clubhouse was then demolished and site improvements were made quickly.  Concrete pavement, water 

mains and storm and sanitary sewers were in place on many of the subdivision's streets to allow for the construction of the first homes 

beginning in September 1927.   

 



In all only about a dozen homes were constructed in the subdivision until the Lonnquist Company too suffered financial setbacks which 

caused the remaining lots to be put up for auction in September 1929.  As was the case in the last few years, housing and land values in 

the late 1920's fell sharply after years of widespread real estate speculation, which was fueled by lax lending standards.   
 

The onset of the depression years stalled further construction in the area for almost two decades.  Homes were not built again on the old 

Dixmoor course until the post World War II housing boom.  This time more modest houses were constructed in the subdivision now 

known as Governors Park in tribute to its location adjacent to the Governors Highway. 
 

The golf club was defunct for several years before the town of Specialville north of Harvey changed its name to Dixmoor in 1929.  That 

village's website attributes the name as a quaint recognition to the Dixie Highway that passes along side it, a charm the founders of the 

golf course wanted to evoke when the club started.  Today, no vestige remains of the Dixmoor Golf Club except for the Dixmoor Drive 

street signs in the Governors Park subdivision and the faded memories of only a few still living who can remember the days when golf 

was played on both sides of 175th Street.    
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