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Surma’s:  A Homewood Classic  
by Jim Wright 

January 2003 marked the closing of one of the oldest businesses in Homewood 

when Surma’s Restaurant and Carryout closed their doors for the last time.  

After 56 years, it was like the loss of an old friend to many in Homewood who 

had shared the joys of special dinners, wedding receptions, anniversary, 

graduation, retirement and holiday parties at Surma’s throughout the years.  

It was hard to believe the restaurant that had been around longer than most 

residents in Homewood was now gone. 

Surma’s, however, was not the first restaurant to grace the site.  The first 

building, completed in 1925, was home to Amalfi Gardens, a roadhouse 

operated by John Valortigara, who also ran a Standard gasoline station 

adjacent to the property.  Built in the midst of 

Prohibition, Amalfi Gardens enjoyed good 

patronage.  Situated along the Dixie Highway 

at the intersection of the Egyptian Trail (Park 

Avenue) and located near the Calumet, 

Dixmoor and Ravisloe Golf Clubs, the 

restaurant quickly became a popular spot to 

enjoy a meal and some “liquid refreshment” 

for travelers and golfers alike.  At the time the 

restaurant was built, the north end of 

Homewood was sparsely populated and many 

diners from the city were enticed to visit, not 

only by the good food, but also by the nice 

drive to what was considered the country.   

Legend had it that the notorious Al Capone 

and many of his associates frequented the 

Amalfi Gardens.  Perhaps the out of the way 

suburban location provided perfect cover for 

the gang, but the fact that the Cook County 

Highway Police (now the Sheriff’s Police) had 

a small substation just south of the restaurant 

should have precluded any trouble.  This 

wasn’t to be the case. 

Early Saturday morning, May 15, 1926, the Amalfi Gardens was the scene of a 

firebombing.  According to the Chicago Heights Star, “the building was blown 

(Continued on page 2) 

Postcard from Feuer’s 
Homewood Inn (later to 

become Surma’s), circa 1937-
1939.  (Postcard courtesy of 

Jim Wright.) 



Surma’s:  A Homewood Classic, cont’d. . . . 

up 

with a tremendous force that aroused the whole 

vicinity.”  A surprised Valortigara reported “he 

was unaware of any enemies scheming against 

him” and he had no idea as to the motive of the 

bombing. 

The front part of the building “was a wreck” and 

damages were estimated at over $5,000.  In 

addition to structural damages, the explosion 

generated a great deal of smoke but little fire.  

Whoever was to blame, Valortigara may have 

heeded the message they were trying to send, as 

he had no other problems at the restaurant for the 

remaining years he owned it. 

With the onset of the Depression, Valortigara tried 

to maintain a steady business.  Lunch and dinner 

prices were lowered, families were encouraged to 

dine at the restaurant, and weekends found Jay 

Smith and his Chicago Orchestra providing 

entertainment and dance music.   

By June 1935, Valortigara was forced to close 

Amalfi Gardens, and Ben Francis reopened the 

restaurant that same month under the name of 

Ben’s Chateau.  Francis, who had formerly owned 

a café in Thornton, advertised the wholesome 

image of his Chateau as a place “where you can 

bring your family.”  Two years after Francis took 

over, he was forced to sell and the restaurant 

changed hands again.  In the fall of 1937, the 

restaurant was known as Feuer’s Homewood Inn.  

Feuer’s advertised their restaurant as “South 

Cook County’s brightest spot—open for breakfast, 

luncheon, dinner or midnight suppers.”   

(Continued from page 1) 

Feuer’s brightness soon faded and the restaurant 

was sold again at the end of 1939.  This time Joe 

Zarantanello took the place over and ran the 

restaurant for the next five years as the Reno 

Chateau. 

In March of 1945, brothers Steve and John 

Surma, both bakers by trade, took a chance and 

purchased the building from Zarantanello.  After 

spending over a year remodeling and adding a 

new banquet room onto the building, Surma’s 

Restaurant officially opened on July 16, 1946.  

Surma’s quickly earned a reputation as the place 

to dine in the south suburbs.  The menu featuring 

steaks, prime rib, fish and Surma’s succulent 

fried chicken, served with homemade breads and 

pastries, gained a large following and delighted 

generations of customers.  By the mid-1950’s, the 

dining room and bar were totally remodeled, 

making Surma’s “the most elegant restaurant 

south of the Loop,” according to the Chicago 

Tribune.  Surma’s was at the top of its class. 

Disaster, however, struck on Saturday, February 

7, 1959, when a small fire erupted as cooks began 

their daily preparations.  What initially was 

thought to be a minor problem soon turned into 

an inferno when flames shot up into the ceiling of 

the old structure and quickly spread. Fanned by 

strong winds, the entire building was engulfed in 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Above:  Surma’s Restaurant, circa early 
1950’s.  (Postcard courtesy of Jim Wright.) 

Above:  Surma’s Restaurant fire, February 7, 
1959.  (Photograph courtesy of Jim Wright.) 



Surma’s:  A Homewood Classic, cont’d. . . . 

flames and, by late evening, only the walls 

remained.  Homewood Police Chief Mel Meyer 

was the only one hurt, injured as he was 

helping firefighters move a ladder.  

Fortunately, an afternoon wedding reception 

scheduled to take place at Surma’s went off 

without a hitch after Olympia Fields Country 

Club agreed to hold the party at their facilities. 

Despite this setback, the Surmas quickly 

rebuilt a bigger and better facility on the same 

site.  In addition to the bar, dining and banquet 

rooms, the new building also included an 

innovative concept, a carryout kitchen.  

Surma’s Country Carry-Out catered to the 

growing suburban population on the go, offering 

fresh homemade salads, pies, cakes, pastries 

and many of the hot food items Surma’s was 

(Continued from page 2) already famous for, including their fried chicken. 

By the early 1990’s, the first generation of Surmas 

had retired and the second generation took over 

the restaurant and added new favorites while 

retaining many of the old entrees that had enticed 

patrons throughout the years.  As competition and 

the costs of maintaining their large and aging 

building increased, the family made the decision to 

close their doors at the start of 2003, ending a long 

and cherished relationship with the people of 

Homewood.  Today the Surma family still operates 

a carry-out location at 183rd Street and 80th Avenue 

in Tinley Park. 

The closing of Surma’s in Homewood isn’t the end 

of the story for the old building or even 

restaurateurs at the site.  After closing their 

restaurant, the Surmas sold the building to Leon 

Toya, third generation owner of Leona’s 

Restaurant, and grandson of the original Leona.  

Specializing in pizza and Italian cuisine, the 

restaurant is scheduled to reopen by the end of the 

year.  The building has undergone a complete 

renovation and will include a pool and game room 

in the basement for children.  The old carryout 

section is slated to be an upscale coffee shop 

catering to commuters on their way to and from 

the train.  Leona’s is a successful local chain that 

started modestly in 1950 and has grown to include 

17 restaurants throughout the Chicago area.   With 

any luck, Leona’s tenure in Homewood will be as 

long and delectable as Surma’s was. 
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Above:  Surma’s fire, February 7, 1959.  
(<www.village.homewood.il.us>, visited 

5/25/2002.) 

Important Member Information 
Your editors have quite a few notes to share with you in this newsletter 

edition. 

 

Program Chair Mary McDermed is requesting volunteers to help us post our 

flyers for our programs.  In addition, we need a volunteer for the “On the 

Street Where You Live” program next year.  We have a number of members who have presented 

such programs, so there’s a lot of help available if you’re interested.  It is, by far, one of our most 

popular programs—but we need volunteers to make it happen! 

(Continued on page 6) 



Homewood Boy Scouts at 75 Years 

Editors’ Note:  November marks the 75th 

anniversary of the Boy Scout movement 

coming to Homewood.  We asked Bob Carroll, 

one of the coordinators of Troop 342’s 

Diamond Jubilee event at Glenwood Oaks on 

November 14, 2003, to share their history 

with our members.  The following is reprinted 

with the permission of Troop 342. 

“On February 8, 

1910, W. D. Boyce, a 

Chicago 

businessman and 

philanthropist, 

incorporated the Boy 

Scouts of America 

under the laws of the 

District of Columbia.  

This date is 

recognized as the 

birth of the Scouting 

movement in the United States.  Boyce 

learned of the Scouting movement while 

visiting London a few months earlier from 

‘The Unknown Scout,’ an anonymous young 

man who provided Boyce for directions to a 

meeting and refused a tip for his service, 

citing it as his ‘Good Turn’ for the day.  The 

Scouting movement itself was founded in 

1908 by Sir Robert Baden-Powell (1857-

1943), a retired British army officer and 

administrator, as a not-for-profit, values 

based organized designed to build character, 

citizenship, and self-sufficiency in young men 

of all nationalities, races, and faiths.  In 

organizing the Boy Scouts, Baden-Powell 

drew inspiration from two American 

organizations promoting conservation and 

pioneering skills among young men, the Sons 

of Daniel Boone, founded by the naturalist 

Daniel C. Beard (1850-1941), and the 

Woodcraft Indians, founded by the writer and 

illustrator Ernest T. Seton (1860-1946), both 

of which merged with the Boy Scouts of 

America in 1910. 

“In January 1911, the National Council Office 

of the Boy Scouts of America was established 

in New York City with a professional staff of 

seven employees including the first Scout 

Executive, James E. West.  Beard accepted the 

position of National Commissioner and spent 

the remaining thirty years of his life touring 

the country, organizing units and promoting 

scouting; Seton assumed the role of National 

Chairman.  The National Council was given 

the authority to grant charters to local 

community organizations of a not-for-profit 

nature across the country to operate Scout 

Troops and Cub Packs for the benefit of young 

men and boys. 

“In November 1928, the National Council 

granted a charter to operate a Scout troop to 

American Legion Post 483 of Homewood, 

Illinois.  Nationally, local posts of the 

American Legion operate over 4,000 Scout 

troops as a means to promote citizenship 

training and emergency preparedness.  As this 

was the second Scout troop based in 

Homewood, it was designated Troop 2.  

Regrettably, no records exist of the men who 

constituted the troop for the first 10 years of 

our life. 

“On January 1, 1938, the National Council 

Office chartered the Potowattomi Trails 

Council of Chicago Heights, Illinois.  After 

only twenty-five years, the growth of the 

Scouting movement was so explosive that the 

sheer number of organizations applying for 

charters and the resources required to service 

those organizations overwhelmed the National 

Council, even in the midst of The Great 

Depression.  The decision was made in the 

mid-1930s for the National Council to grant 

the authority to charter and assist 

organizations to local councils, while the 

Council itself would charter and supervise the 

local councils.  This model remains in effect to 

this day. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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<www.scouting.org>, 
visited 11/22/2003. 



“On January 3, 1938, the Potowattomi Trails 

Council registered Troop 2 as Troop 42, the 

first of three changes in the troop number.  The 

original roster of Troop 42 listed Mr. Hugh 

Price as Troop Committee Chairman, who 

handled administrative and financial matters, 

and Mr. Billy Goetz as Scoutmaster, who 

handled outings and advancement.  The roster 

listed fourteen scouts: Thomas Anderson; Allen 

Besterfield; Ward Besterfield; Dwayne Foster; 

David Frazier; George Griffith; William Haney; 

Edward Lloyd; Robert Rossing; Louis Sauter; 

Bruton Seeley; Roy Van Antwerp; Manfred 

Wenzel; and George Whitney. 

“On January 1, 1944, because of a shortage of 

volunteers due to the Second World War, 

Potowattomi Trails Council merged with 

Pokagon Council of Hammond, Indiana, to 

become Pokagon Trails Council.  As a result of 

this merger, in January 1951, Troop 42 became 

Troop 242, and in January 1960, Troop 242 

became Troop 342.  Despite the change in 

numbers, the troop was continually chartered 

to American Legion Post 483.  During the 

Second World War, Troop 42 grew war gardens 

to earn the General Douglas MacArthur Medal 

and collected thousands of tons of scrap to 

receive the General Dwight Eisenhower Award. 

“In January 1966, the charter for the operation 

of Troop 342 was shifted from American Legion 

Post 483 to Saint Paul’s Community Church of 

Homewood.  The scouts and scouters of Troop 

342 sincerely thank the veterans of Post 483 

for their sponsorship, support, and guidance 

during those first 38 years of our history, as we 

thank the members of Saint Paul’s for their 

sponsorship, support, and guidance for the past 

37 years. 

“On January 1, 1967, the Pokagon Trails 

Council merged with the Sauk Trails Council of 

Gary, Indiana, to form Calumet Council of 

Munster, Indiana.  Calumet Council annexed 

the Twin City Council in April 1970.  Calumet 

Council continues to this day as the governing 

(Continued from page 4) 
council for the Scouting movement in the south 

suburbs and northwestern Indiana. 

“Of all the countless individuals who have 

volunteered their time, energy, and resources to 

operate the troop, few are as important as the 

men who have held the position of Scoutmaster.  

Former Scoutmasters of Troop 2/42/242/342 

include: Bernard F. Wilson, 1936-1937; Billy 

Goetz, 1938-1941; Al Schmidt, 1942; Fred 

Darrohn, 1943-1944; Ward Besterfield, 1945-

1949; Frank McGuffin, 1950-1962; William 

Haldewang Sr., 1963-1965; Roy Van Antwerp, 

1966; Jack Seibert, 1967-1968; Bruce Kerney, 

1969-1972; Ron Campbell, 1973; William 

Scheppe, Sr., 1974-1982; James Ross, 1983-1984; 

James Besterfield, 1985-1986; Rod Campbell, 

1987-1988 and 1990-1991; Thomas Hess, 1989; 

Ray Laabs, 1992-1993; Steven Herder, 1994; 

Duncan Rarity, 1995-1999; Roger Godskesen, 

2000; and Robert Solorio, 2001-. 

“The product of this collective effort is four 

generations of young men who have assumed 

places of importance as community and business 

leaders, patriotic and concerned citizens, and 

loving husbands and fathers.  Troop 342 is justly 

proud of its heritage and its 75 years of service to 

the people of Homewood.” 

Editors’ Note:  The Star 

reported that Troop 342 

celebrated its 75th 

anniversary with a 

reunion dinner at 

Glenwood Oaks Rib and 

Chop House in Glenwood 

on November 14.  Past 

Scouts, Scoutmasters, 

troop committee members 

and Eagle Scouts were 

honored.  The troop has 

been recognized by its governing organizations 

with numerous awards, including the Quality 

Unit Award.  For more information on Boy Scout 

Troop 342, please contact Bob Carroll at (708) 

720-2397 or by e-mail:  woocarroll@aol.com. 

Homewood Boy Scouts at 75, cont’d. . . .  
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Fundraising and Special Events Chair Jim Wright would also like to remind members that all of 

our merchandise (except for cookbooks ($12), coverlets ($40), and holiday cards ($1-1.50)) is HALF 

OFF.  See the pricing list on Page 9.  Museum hours are Tuesdays and Saturdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

 

Your editors also received the following note from Member Annabelle Fitts Schoof:  “I really 

enjoyed the fall newsletter. My brother (Bill Schoof) and I lived at 1909 Evergreen Road all our 

growing-up years.  Our house bordered right onto the ball field and corn field which was part of the 

outfield.  Bill was here last weekend visiting myself and our mother, Kay Schoof (wife of Hank 

Schoof) who now lives in a retirement home at the age of 95.  My brother thought the unknown 

ballplayer might have been Coke Ehlebracht, although he remembered Coke as being left-handed.  

Since we were so close to the ball field, their equipment was stored in our garage and sometimes 

they would come take showers in our basement after the game.  I learned how to dribble a 

basketball via [HHS Member] Marv Austin, playing at the Village Hall and Ralph Silberman, 

being my cousin, sang at my wedding.  

“I have a question about the cookbook.  My mother, Mrs. Schoof, does not remember a corn-relish 

recipe, although her memory is poor at this time.  Is this recipe from the ‘other’ Mrs. Schoof? At one 

time, [HHS Vice President] Jim Wright sent me an address of another Mrs. Schoof, who now lives 

in Florida, I believe. My brother and I were trying to figure out who that would be. Although, my 

brother says he loves corn relish because of the way mom used to make it!”  Your editors contacted 

Annabelle and told her that Mrs. Schoof's recipe was contributed by Member Elfrieda Heuer, who 

wrote in the cookbook, "This favorite recipe was given to Bertha Heuer by her best friend, Lillian 

Schoof, about 1910, who then passed it on to Bertha's daughter-in-law, Rose Perley Heuer, about 

1920, who passed it on to her daughter-in-law, Elfrieda Heuer, about 1947."  In fact, Elfrieda put a 

picture of Bertha Heuer, Lillian Schoof, and a Mrs. Stogentine, circa 1935, in the cookbook.  

We heard from Annabelle right away, who shared the following:  “Lillian Schoof was probably my 

Aunt Lill (Ralph Silberman's mother). My father, Hank Schoof, was the youngest of five and he 

was born in 1905. Their mother's name was Anna Schoof. One of the brothers, Uncle Bill, had the 

original gas station on the corner of 183rd and I think Harwood. The Schoof family also had the 

original tavern on 183rd. Our house was on the southwest corner of Evergreen and Gottschalk, and 

we lived next to the Tornows, who lived next to the Steiners.  I graduated from Bloom in 1957 and 

my brother graduated in 1952.  In 1961, I moved to California. My parents sold that house and 

moved to Florida in, I think, 1971 or 1972. At the time growing up, there were no homes east of the 

Steiners, that I can recall, but then things started to build up in the 50's.” 

“I will have to order a cookbook to look at that picture. My Aunt Bert was married to Uncle Bill 

who owned the gas station. Wonder if it is the same Bertha you mentioned. And, my brother and I 

both recall a Mrs. Stogentine.”  Thanks, Annabelle, for your recollections!  And it all started with a 

recipe for corn relish. . . . 

 

HHS also regrets to report the passing of one of its longtime members.  Hazel Kentish, a resident 

of Largo, Florida, passed away on September 27, 2003, at the age of 89.  She was born in Chicago 

on May 22, 1914, and was raised in Homewood, taking the IC to Pullman Tech High School. She 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Important Member Information, cont’d. . . .  
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by Elfrieda Heuer 

To keep you informed—and entertained.  Under the careful tutelage of Director Dick Condon, a 

varying number of diligent volunteers have been working to inventory stored items which, over the 

years, have been donated to the HHS Museum.  Completed inventory pages have been entered into 

the computer using a marvelous program skillfully contrived by Member Kris Condon.  Some items, 

more than 100 years old, others more current, are ready to be easily accessible by computer, obtained, 

and assembled for future museum exhibits.  To date, there have been over 1700 items inventoried and 

placed in 124 containers.   And that’s just in one bedroom on the second floor! 

There is participating speculation by the volunteers as to the use of some items being identified, with 

exclamations such as, "Ohhh, I remember—"; "Can you believe—"; and "I'll wear this negligee for a 

fashion show, but who will model the corset?"  Among all the treasures, an item meant as protection 

from the elements, or to complement an ensemble, there was a pair of dressy spats, and later, a single 

spat, all inventoried.  And there were a number of various cuff links.  And, there is always a story.  

Bertram Heuer Sr. had told how, as part of their uniforms worn during World War I, he and his 

buddies had to deal with the annoyance of lacing their spats, or leggings, finally gaining a lacing 

technique to keep their spats firmly laced.  

Member Bert Heuer Jr. told the tale how during basic training in World War II, after work details 

one day, he was standing next to a fence retying the laces which had loosened on the side of his 

canvas legging.  After a few remarks, the Sergeant in Charge called out for volunteers to clean some 

anti-aircraft guns after hours, instructing those who volunteered to line up along the fence where 

Bert was standing.  The other men were dismissed and the Sergeant approached the volunteers and 

passed out tickets to the Bob Hope Show which was being given that evening.  They were all 

pleasantly surprised, Bert most of all, as he had not intentionally volunteered.  

Very interesting. . . .  History repeats itself.  Recently, an article appeared in the Wall Street Journal: 

"Details - Fancy Footwear's Finishing Touch" by Tatiana Boncompagni, which related how the "Jazz 

age accessory for Shoes," spats, though "not for everyday use," and expensive (noting $300-$1,575), 

are being purchased by some men and women of today who may be eager to make a fashion 

statement.  And, it seems that cuff links are reappearing for both men and women as cuffed blouses 

and dress shirts return.  Fashion repeats itself to add a distinctive touch to an outfit.  

(Editors’ Note:  The HHS inventory has been a mammoth project from the start.  Twenty-

plus years of donated items—some with proof of ownership, some without, some just left 

anonymously at the back door—are being individually inventoried and catalogued for 

future retrieval.  A later phase of the project will include scanning all donated photographs 

so we can sell copies to interested patrons.  Director Shirley Smiddy has also catalogued 

and laminated over 1300 Homewood residents’ obituaries.  The end result will be that we 

will have a better idea of the thousands of items donated over the years to improve the quality and 

rotation of our displays; we will have a “one-stop shop” at the computer for patrons to inquire about 

their families’ or homes’ histories; and we will be a premier historical research facility here in the 

southern suburbs.  For that reason, we were delighted when Homewood resident Keith Gill, curator of 

the U-505 exhibit at Chicago’s Museum of Science and Industry, made a recent Saturday visit and 

witnessed our team in action.  He was most impressed with the museum and the team’s approach to the 

process, even asking us for copies of our inventory forms.  (The team hopes, however, that it doesn’t take 

twenty-plus years to inventory everything!)) 

All That and a Pair of Spats 



Although a late-night talk show host currently has a sketch with this name, we thought it would 

be interesting to have a similar segment as space permits.  This postcard was one that Member 

Kris Condon purchased at a Bloomington 

postcard show in November 2000.  Although one 

might think that this is a tinted photograph of 

Izaak Walton, Kris found postcards from other 

Illinois cities with the same photograph.  The 

right-hand side reads, “We have everything 

the heart could desire at Homewood, Ill.—

Except you.”  The reverse says it is “Series No. 

838 Pennant Landscape 24 Designs” and was 

made in the U.S.   

The card is addressed to James Bell Jr. of North 

Freedom, Wisconsin.  It is postmarked 

February 5, 1926, at (illegible) Crossing Station 

(the mark is not entirely on the card) with this message: 

“Hello Jimmie.  We landed safe here for supper last night.  Going to funeral today.  Be good boys 

and help Uncle all you can.  Love, Mother & Father.” 

. . . and while “Mother and Father” applied one penny of postage, James Bell Jr. received the card 

with one cent postage due. 

May We See Your Photos, Please? 
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Important Member Information, cont’d. . . .  

was a volunteer at Ingalls Memorial 

Hospital and was a member of the 

Auxiliary for many years. Her daughter, 

HHS Member Roxy Marsh, tells us that 

Hazel was a member of the Homewood PTA 

for many, many years because her first and 

last children were 16 years apart.  Hazel 

and her husband moved to Florida in 1969. 

In addition to her membership in HHS, the 

St. Petersburg newspapers reported that 

she was a member of Fairway Village 

Ladies’ Golf League.  In addition to Roxy, 

survivors include her husband of 73 years, 

HHS Member Robert; another daughter, 

Rojene Lemke; a son, Roy; seven 

grandchildren; and nine great-

grandchildren.   

(Continued from page 6) In our last newsletter, we profiled 

Sean Powers of WHFH Radio, the 

Homewood-Flossmoor High School 

radio station.  Sean has been 

instrumental in producing Close 

Up, a weekly local affairs and 

history program airing on 

Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  During 

our November presentation on the 50th 

anniversary of the signing of the armistice 

halting the Korean War, WHFH staff came to 

record our veterans’ recollections for future 

broadcast.  Thanks to Sean and his staff for 

helping us to preserve Homewood’s history, and 

remember that HHS student members are 

ALWAYS welcome! 

For more information, visit www.whfh.org or  

www.sean-c-powers.com/seanpowers.html. 



One size fits all!  Looking for a special gift for a friend or relative?  Give them the gift of 

membership.  One year’s dues gives you unlimited free admission to the Dorband-Howe 

House, advance notice of programs, four information-packed newsletters, and a 

membership directory. 

Please CIRCLE the appropriate membership category. 

FAMILY $15           SENIOR FAMILY $12.50           INDIVIDUAL $10           LIFE $150 

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL OR STUDENT $7.50           OPTIONAL CONTRIBUTION ___________ 

Name_____________________________________________Phone (     )_____________________ 

Street____________________________________________________________________________ 

Town__________________________________________State________Zip___________________ 

e-mail____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____ Please do not print my membership information in the membership directory. 

Detach & return with your check payable to HHS at P. O. Box 1144, Homewood, IL  60430.  

Give the Holiday Gift of Membership 

Half Off Holiday Price List 

Now’s the time to holiday shop at the Dorband-Howe House!  With the exception of 

“Home Sweet Homewood” coverlets ($40), “What’s Cookin’ in Homewood” ($12), and 

hand-colored holiday cards by Director Elaine Egdorf or Member Bart Jerner ($1.00

-$1.50), all of our merchandise is HALF OFF!  Actual prices are shown below.  Come visit us at 

the Museum on Tuesdays or Saturdays between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
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Christmas Card, Elaine Egdorf, $1.50;  
Christmas Card, Bart Jerner, $1.00 

“What’s Cookin’ in Homewood” Cookbook, $12.00 

Coverlet, Williamsburg Blue only, $40.00 
LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE 

Tiles, $4.00 each; choose from: 

Gottschalk House 
Dorband-Howe House 
IC Railroad Station 
Steiner Water Tower 
Village Hall and Auditorium 

Hinko’s History of Homewood, $5.00 
 
Adair and Sandburg’s Indian Trails to Tollways, $5.00 
 
Portals in Time brochure, $2.00 

Individual Prints, $3.00 
 
Montage Prints, $5.00 
 
Richard Haas Prints, $2.50 

Lapel pins, $2.00 Hats or Visors, $2.25 each 
T-shirts, $5.00 

Wood frames, $5.00 Note paper, $2.00 per package 

Framed Postcards, $2.00 each Postcards, $.10 or $.50 each 
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Our last edition, “Batter Up!  A History of the Homewood Athletic Club,” featured the 

reminiscences of Member Marv Austin and his longtime friend, Bud Jeffrey.  This 

article prompted two other recollections about the AC players. 

I first received a call from Member Marge Prince, who provided an update on Bill 

Block.  Marge reported that Bill was a member of her Thornton Township High School 

Class of 1946, and that Bill died shortly before their 55th class reunion in 2001.  Bill 

lived in Hazel Crest at the time of his death. 

The second reminiscence came from the family of Vinnie Rubarth, a longtime friend of 

both Marv and Bud’s who had been too ill to participate in our interview as we had 

originally planned.  Knowing that Vinnie’s prognosis was poor, we were able to quickly 

get a copy of the newsletter to his family, and they were able to share it with him.  

Vinnie immediately recognized the unknown player as Ed Rusch, a youth from 

Homewood who had been with the ACs in their last year. 

Sadly—and ironically—Vinnie Rubarth died the day after he helped us solve the 

mystery of the “unknown AC.”  HHS extends its deepest sympathies to Vinnie’s family 

and its gratitude to both Marv and Bud for preserving this significant piece of 

Homewood’s history.  This story underscores the importance of preserving memories 

and recollections—and we have Marv, Bud, and Vinnie to thank for their recollections 

of a simpler, less complicated time in our history.  —Kris Condon 
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Winner of the 2003 APEX Award 

for Publication Excellence 

Bill Block 

Ed Rusch 

Vinnie Rubarth 


