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Editors’ Note:  March 12, 2002, marks the 90th anniversary of the founding 

of the Girl Scouts of America.  To commemorate that occasion, HHS 

members have volunteered their recollections of Girl Scouting here in 

Homewood.  Their reminiscences are reprinted here, in their own words—
and sometimes with their own photographs.  Thank you to those members 

who shared their memories for this edition. 

THE GIRL SCOUT PROMISE 

On my honor, I will try 

To serve God, my country, and mankind, 

And to live by the Girl Scout Law. 

© 1975 Girl Scouts of America. 

Many of us recited that promise—or 

some variation on it—as young girls.  

Take a moment to reminisce with some 

of Homewood’s—and HHS’s—Girl 
Scout alumnae. 

Lucille Erdmann Sholeen 

Lucy Sholeen lived for many years on 

Martin Avenue in Homewood and 

attended Girl Scout meetings in the 
basement of St. Paul Community 

Church in the 1930s.  She recalls that 

her leader was Hazel Pickford, who 

lived at 183rd Street and Gottschalk.  
She recalls seeing HHS member 

Barbara Van Antwerp in her Girl 

Scout uniform.   

Lucy’s first introduction to Girl 

Scouting was a trip to the woods near 
LaHaigh Road.  She remembers that 

her mother bought Lucy her first uniform, shown here.  In this 

photograph, Lucy has her Girl Scout beret on with the brim facing 

(Continued on page 2) 

Photograph, circa 1936, on 63rd 
Street in Chicago:  (left to right) Wilma 

Pollmacher, Mrs. Kensinger, Lucille 
Erdmann.  (Photo courtesy of Lucy 

Sholeen.) 
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upwards, the “GS” insignia appearing upside 
down.  The people in this picture are Wilma 

Pollmacher, Mrs. Kensinger, and Lucy.  The 

photo was taken in 1936 at a movie theater on 

63rd Street. 

Lucy recalls that she paid for a green Girl Scout 
shorts outfit by selling cookies from the Eagle 

Bakery in Chicago Heights that came in white 

bakers’ bags.  She remembers that they were 
similar to icebox cookies.   

Lucy remembers Homewood Girl Scouts’ efforts 

during World War II.  

They sent 

entertainment to 
hospitals.  She also 

remembers assisting 

at a camp out in the 

Camp Tanglewood 
boxcars with about 30 

other Scouts and 

using army cots to 
sleep on.  She 

remembers that one of 

the girls joining her 

on that camping 
outing was former 

HHS member Nancy 

Samulowitz, and she 

remembers that Homewood resident Constance 
Teeling was a troop co-leader. 

Lucy recalls one badge in particular that was a 

challenge to earn.  In order to earn the 

Swimming Badge, a girl had to go into the pool 
at the Harvey “Y” with her clothes and shoes on 

and then unlace her shoes in the water.  She 

remembers in particular that Martha Belle 

Collier and HHS member Barbara Van Antwerp 
earned this badge with flying colors! 

Patricia Bannon 

“My leaders were Mrs. Onion and Mrs. Galletti.  

The troop number was 149.  We met in the 

basement of the Homewood Village Hall.  I 

remember overnights at the Girl Scout camp at 

(Continued from page 1) the end of Armitage Court Road near Izaak 

Walton.  I remember making Campfire Stew, 
which was hamburger browned with vegetable 

soup added.  It was very good!  I remember the 

fire burning in the fireplace.  I remember 

Christmas caroling and drinking hot chocolate.  
I enjoyed the Girl Scouts.” 

Roxana Kentish Marsh 

“I believe we started Brownies in the 2nd grade, 

so the school year 1945-46 was my first year in 

Scouting.  Not everyone in my class at the 
public school, Central, joined Scouting, but a 

good majority of the 

girls did.  

Interestingly enough, 
some second graders 

from Salem Lutheran 

School and St. 

Joseph’s Catholic 
School were also in 

our troop, and this 

continued through 8th 
grade.  What a great 

opportunity to know 

these girls from the 

other schools in town. 

“I remember having 
our meetings in the 

basement of the 

Village Hall.  I was lucky to attend Camp 

Manistee in Michigan in the summer of 1948.  
Here are my tent mates:  Janet Porter of 

Flossmoor; Helga Venten of Homewood; Janice 

Stelter of Homewood; and me. . . .  Janet and 
Helga attended St. Joe’s, while Janice and I 

attended Central School.  Helga’s mother was 

from Germany and taught some of the Girl 

Scouts to snow ski on a little hill in their back 
yard.  This might have been for a badge—I 

don’t remember for sure.  I gave all of my 

badges to HHS many years ago. 

“Two weeks in the Michigan woods living in 

‘new’ tents with platform floors was a great 

(Continued on page 4) 

Photograph, circa 1948, taken at Camp Manistee, 
Michigan.  Left to right:  Janet Porter, Helga Venten, 

Janice Stelter, Roxana Kentish Marsh.  (Photo 
courtesy of Roxy Marsh.) 
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The GSA:  A Brief History 

When the American Girl Scout movement 

began, there was no 
Internet—and certainly no on

-line “museum” of Girl Scout 

memorabilia accessible via a 

computer.  But times have 
changed, and Girl Scouting 

has changed along with 

them.  The following is a 

summary of the Girl Scouts’ 
on-line museum, located at 

<www.girlscouts.org> (visited 

11/24/2001). 

The Beginning (1912-1937) 

Girl Scouting began with 18 
girls in Savannah, Georgia, 

on March 12, 1912.  

Membership increased 

dramatically during this era.  
By 1916, when the first Brownie group was 

formed, membership had increased to 5,000 

girls; uniforms were now ready-made khaki 
instead of homemade blue duck; and 

members had their own handbooks.  Girls 

participated in World War I service projects 

and the first Girl Scout cookie sales.  The 
American Girl magazine was first published,  

and by the late 1930s, membership was at 

400,000. 

Widening the Scope (1938-1962) 

By 1938, Girl Scouting was appealing to more 

age levels.  The Intermediate (later to become 
Junior and Cadette) level of Scouting was 

introduced.  “Members took part in activities 

at the 1939 World's Fair, tended World War 
II Victory Gardens, and dedicated the 

Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace as a national 

Girl Scout center.”  In particular, the Senior 

Girl Scout program expanded its offerings as 
a sign of the times, adding “Wing Scouts” for 

girls interested in aviation and “Mariners” for 

girls interested in water activities.  

Additional Senior events included the 
“Roundup campouts” of the 1950s and 1960s.   

Membership Expansion (1963-1976) 

During this time of increasing 

environmental awareness and 
attention to social issues, Girl 

Scouting established the 

National Youth Conference on 

Natural Beauty and 
Conservation and programs for 

drug abuse prevention and 

urban problems.  The 
organization paid particular 

attention to bringing Native 

Americans and underserved 

urban populations into Girl 
Scouting.  During this era, 

Intermediate Scouts were 

divided into Junior Girl Scouts 

(grades 4-5-6) and Cadette Girl 
Scouts (grades 7-8).   

 Worlds to Explore (1977-1997) 

The Worlds to Explore era, according to the site, 

“featured activities clustered around five ‘worlds 

of interest’ and stressed deepening self-
awareness, relating to others, developing values, 

and contributing to society.”  Girl Scouting also 

emphasized that many new fields were opening 

up to girls as a result of the women’s movement.  
Additional programming was developed to 

respond to issues such as literacy, physical 

fitness, and drug abuse prevention.  In 1984, the 

Daisy Girl Scout program was established for 
five-year-olds, and a contemporary logo was 

adopted. 

Twenty-First Century and Beyond 

(1997 to date) 

“With the increased demographic diversity in the 
twenty-first century, Girl Scouting will go on 

playing a key role in helping girls learn to live 

together harmoniously. . . .  And it will keep 
preparing them for expanded roles in a changing 

society while holding on to the timeless values 

that have made the Girl Scout experience rich 

and meaningful for all girls.” 
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“Senior Girl Scouts, Troop 132, 
were always ready to lend a helping 

hand.  They were friends to all.”  
Elaine Wolf Egdorf, troop president, 

is third from left.  Photo from 
Thornton Township High School  

1952 yearbook. 
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experience.  Two things that I remember 
most about that camp were being given a 

sack and having to stuff it with straw to use 

as our mattresses, and secondly, as we came 

out of the river from our daily swim, many of 
us had blood suckers 

attached to our legs which 

the counselors had to ‘burn 

off’ of us.  Also attending 
camp at the same time were 

girls and counselors from 

Evergreen Park, Chicago, 
Blue Island, and Chicago 

Heights.  Four years later I 

attended Bloom High School 

with those girls from Chicago 
Heights.  And 12 years later 

teaching at Willow School 

across the hallway from 

another attendee, Nancy 
Buckles. 

“Three leaders I remember 

the most were Ginny Parks’s 

mother; Lola Miley, whose 
husband, Ray, had a barber 

shop in Homewood for many 

years; and Barbara Van 

Antwerp, a member of the 
HHS board when I served 

and with whom I served on 

the Homewood PTA board.  (Small world??) 

“Because Homewood was divided into 

township high schools at that time, half of my 
troop would attend Bloom while others 

attended Thornton.  Our troop broke up, but 

friendships remained strong for many years.” 

Dolores Lunn 

“Along with most of our Troop 7, we had been 
together in Brownie Troop (I think) 12.  Mrs. 

Roy Lave was our troop leader, and we met at 

the Lave home. 

“Troop 7 was reported to be the most active 

group.  Our fantastic leaders—Mrs. Walter 

(Continued from page 2) Clark, Mrs. Fannie Prythero, Mrs. Anderson, 

Mrs. Figelewski, and Mrs. Lave—each 
brought many talents to help us learn skills 

that have carried on all our lives. 

“Number 1:  To serve God and our country.  

We never missed a hometown parade.  We 

collected coins for the Heart 
Fund.  We collected for Poppy 

Day.  During World War II, we 

collected old rubber.  I proudly 
added my boots, and hoped the 

snow would not be too high 

during the winter.  Our troop 

rolled bandages for the Red 
Cross.  We packed boxes each 

month to send our servicemen.  

These boxes were about 12” 

long by 4” wide by 4” deep.  We 
packed cigarettes, lighters, 

candies, playing cards, letter 

writing materials, some pocket 

books, and gum.  Lyle’s 
Confectionary provided many 

of the items. 

“Some of the girls put their 

names and addresses in the 
box despite being told they 

should not.  Some received nice 

thank you notes.  Some of us 

made 12” knitted squares for 
the hospitalized to make afghans from.  Some 

of us made 2” wide pieces of material that we 

sewed together into rolls.  The blind 

servicemen in a Wisconsin hospital would 
weave or braid rugs from these rolls. 

“Our troop’s Dads’ Patrol built the ‘Little 

House’ in Izaak Walton Park.  This started 

with Mr. Kruger buying two refrigerator cars 
from his employer, the Illinois Central 

Railroad.  I believe each cost $25.  The Little 

House actually was quite large by the time the 

two cars were put together; a fireplace was 
built and windows were placed.  Screened 

porches were added.  A nice kitchen was made 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Original Girl Scout Uniform, circa 
1940s, belonging to Shirley Day 

Smiddy.  (Photo courtesy of Dolores 
Lunn; original uniform on display at 
Dorband-Howe House Museum.)  



“In the 1940s, our Scout meetings were held in 

the ‘NEW’ Village Hall. 

“We loved going to a camp at Michigan 
City, Indiana.  Each of us were 

assigned duties like potato peeling, 

setting tables, doing dishes, etc. . . .  

Our regular camp was at Winnamac, 
Indiana.  The cabins were half wood, 

half screens, and wood floors.  If it 

rained, we closed shutters that pulled 
down from the top.  It was our 

responsibility to keep the cabin clean.  

We were 6-8 girls to the cabin.  If we 

had the cleanest cabin, we received a 
balloon on our door.  We won a balloon 

because I went to the mess hall and 

asked for the cleaning powder they 

used to take the dust from our floor.  I 
kept it hidden in my suitcase and they  

wondered why we won every day. 

“On one of our hikes, we almost starved due to a 

variety of mishaps.  Two gals spilled our two 
gallons of milk when they set the buckets on a 

log and they fell 

off.  I lost a bag 

with the cocoa 
but we didn’t 

have milk, so did 

not need it 

anyway. 

“On one evening, 
we would sit 

around in a 

group, covering 
our hands with a 

sheet and then 

an item would be 

passed, like a 
peeled green 

grape, and a 

story would be 

started about how it was an eyeball of a ghost.  
Then another item would be given to pass and 

(Continued on page 6) 

and since the cars were very well insulated, we 
kept warm with the fireplace. 

“All of our 

hundreds of 

photos of all 

our activities 
were left for 

others 

around 1947 
when our 

troop—now 

Senior 

Scouts—
disbanded 

with our 

graduation 

from high 
school.  As I 

recall, our 

Dads’ Patrol was made up of the talents of 

George Day [father of HHS members Shirley 

Smiddy and Jeff Day]; Wayne Kruger [father 

of HHS member Lois]; my father, Clarence; 
Walter Apel; [HHS member] 

Roy Lave; Stan McKenzie 

[uncle of HHS member Chloe 

White]; and Bob Alverstrom.  
I’m sure others were also 
involved, but my memory fails 

here. 

“We were an outdoor troop.  

Many wonderful hikes and bike 

trips gave us the opportunity to 
get our hiking badge in only one 

month.  One bike trip that was 

particularly fun had us sleeping 

over in a farmer’s barn.  Seems it 
was out west around Kedzie, 

maybe.  Even our dear leaders 

rode bikes.  While we were 
always outdoors in the summer, 

we kept busy in the winter with many projects.  

We learned to sew and made our Senior Scout 

uniforms.   

(Continued from page 4) 
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Left to right:  Norma Apel, Marilyn Lawrence, 
and HHS members Lois Kruger and Dolores 

Lunn at the Little House in Homewood.  (Photo 
courtesy of Shirley Smiddy.) 

The Green Shingle at 159th and Dixie Highway.  
Dolores Lunn recalls that the Girl Scouts rode the 

bikes outside to a farm west of the restaurant  
where they camped in a hayloft.  (Photo courtesy 

of Shirley Smiddy.) 



the next girl would add her thoughts.  This 
continued for each girl to add to the story.  We 

had a couple of girls with fantastic 

imaginations.  Lots of nightmares those nights. 

“One time I cut my foot on a rock in the 

Tippecanoe River and 
two very cute lifeguards 

carried me back to camp, 

maybe 3 or 4 blocks, so a 
song was written about 

the event.  Also a note in 

the camp paper kept me 

blushing the whole week. 

“We put on plays for our 
parents to attend.  These 

took much preparation.  

We each took turns 

acting as hostesses, 
serving tea and cookies, 

or emceeing the program.  

When we had a play, you 
could be a stage hand, a 

props or makeup person, 

a prompter, an actor, a 

set designer, a stage 
manager, a collector or 

usher—everyone was 

assigned a job.  I 

remember one play where 
I played a doctor.  I went to the office of Dr. 

Tim Kelly [father of HHS members Tom and 

Jim] and borrowed an old bag of his. 

“During winter we had skating and sledding 

parties, and we made craft projects.  We 
learned how to share with others and how to 

get along.  No fighting.  We learned how to live 

healthy, productive lives.  To give ourselves to 
those needing help.  Girl Scouts was the best 

part of growing up in Homewood.  The lessons 

learned have aided me all my life.” 

Alice Lyzak 

“I moved to Homewood in September 1951.  

Shortly after that, Lois Leets asked me if I 

(Continued from page 5) would start a Brownie troop.  I had been a Girl 

Scout as a child and since I had no children, I 
was glad to take a troop.  I started Brownie 

Troop 280 with the help of Helen Shilling and 

Lillian Matz.  We had 14 girls, and we met at 

the Lutheran Church’s school on Morris Avenue 
(now the site of the Masonic Lodge).  Senior 

Scout meetings were held at 

the Presbyterian Church.  

Girls could earn sea badges 
and citizen badges.  Before 

Girl Scouts had sashes, 

badges were sewed up the 
sleeve of the uniform.   

“In 1953, Pearl Spooner 

needed a co-leader for her 

Senior Troop 148, so I left the 

[Brownie] troop in good hands 
and joined Pearl with a new 

troop for me.  In 1954 I had 

my first child and gave up 

Scouting until 1962 when I 
rejoined and became a new 

leader with Troop 448.  Both 

my husband William and I 
were presidents of Camp 

Tanglewood.  

“The original Camp 

Tanglewood was built in the 

late 1940s on the Izaak 
Walton site out of two boxcars donated by the 

Illinois Central Railroad—prior to the 

establishment of a Girl Scout Council in the 

southern suburbs.  Some of the Girl Scouts’ 
fathers built the camp and it was used for 

several years!  When the boxcars became 

obsolete, a new building was built with the help 
of businessmen in the area and the Army Corps 

of Engineers.  Some of the Army assistance 

came from Clinton and Kankakee, Illinois.  

Members of Camp Tanglewood and Girl Scout 
parents from Homewood also donated time and 

money to build the new Camp Tanglewood.  The 

new facility had a leaders’ room, a kitchen with 

donated appliances, and indoor plumbing.  
(Continued on page 9) 
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From Brownie Troop 280’s 1951 scrapbook: 
“An investiture service was held Saturday in 

the Homewood Village Hall for Brownie 
Troop 280.  Brownie pins were placed upside 

down on the girls.  When they do their first 
good deed, the pins are righted.”  At the far 
right is [HHS member] Beverly Anderson 
Kozlowski.  In the back row are (from left) 
Mrs. Helen Shilling, Mrs. Alice Lyzak and 

Mrs. Lillian Matz, leaders.  (Photo courtesy of 
Alice Lyzak.) 



Important Member Information 

Our Volunteers—They’re the Best! 

As always, HHS would not be what it is 

without its group of top-notch volunteers.  
Special thanks to those who have worked as D

-H Tour Guides this past fall and winter:  

Marv & Marilyn Austin; Virginia Bixby; 
Joan Brazzale; Audrey Fischer; Magda 

Hepokoski; Elfrieda Heuer; Patricia 

Hogensen; Minnie Iwema; Arlene Koehn; 

Dick Knuth; Alice Lyzak; Joan 
Overgaard; Dorothy Rowley; Grace 

Schultz; Lida Sigg; Karen Smith; Verna 

Smith; Mary Steiner; and Jim Wright.   

Thanks, too, to the rest of our volunteer Tour 

Guide Team—including Elaine Egdorf, 

Audrey Fischer, Betty Hedrick, Joan 

Overgaard, and Volunteer Coordinator Mary 

McDermed.  Your efforts help us to share 
Homewood history with others. 

We’re also grateful to our D-H Gardening 

Gurus, including Tom Kelly, Bart Jerner, 

Jim Wright, and Paul Hart, who 
made the outside of the place look 

terrific this season.   

HHS offers its condolences to the family of life 

member Joseph Aurelio, who died on 
December 18, 2001, at the age of 69.  Joe 

started Aurelio’s Pizza in 1959 out of a 

storefront on Ridge Road in Homewood, 

growing steadily to a renovated 650-seat 
warehouse on Harwood Avenue that is now 

the flagship restaurant.  He served on various 

boards at St. Francis Hospital, Governors 

State University, and the Italian-American 
Sports Hall of Fame.  He is survived by his 

son, Joey; three daughters, Lori, Amy, and 

Susan; five grandchildren; one great-
grandchild; and his former wife, Anne.  A 

celebration of his life was held on December 30 

at Aurelio’s Pizza. 

 

HHS also extends its sympathies to the family 

of member Alice Holl, who died on December 
18, 2001.  Alice, who was 91 at the time of her 

death, was born in Homewood and was a 
retired balance clerk for the Illinois Central 

Railroad.  She was a member of Christ 

Memorial United Church of Christ Women’s 

Guild and Jolly Seniors.  Alice is survived by 
her stepson, James Zeder; two sisters, HHS 

members Helen Brei Cioni and Mae Brei 

Evert; and two step-grandchildren. 

 

We also extend our condolences to the family of 

member Paul Erdmann, who died on 
November 14, 2001.  Paul was an alumnus of 

Illinois Wesleyan University and spent his 
career with two major oil companies in Texas.  

A longtime fan of aviation, Paul had planned 

and managed numerous air shows at Midland 

International Airport, the last one featuring 
the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds.  For his 

service as a military aviation consultant, he 

was awarded the Air Force’s American Spirit 

Award—also given to such luminaries as 
Lowell Thomas and Bob Hope.  Paul is survived 

by his wife, Florence; his sister, HHS member 

Lucy Sholeen; a son, Earl; a daughter, Laura; 
and four grandchildren.  Memorials may be 
sent to the Mayo Foundation Transplant 

Program, 4500 San Pablo Road, Jacksonville, 

FL 32224. 

 

We also extend our condolences to the family of 

Margaret Doody, who died on November 3, 

(Continued on page 8) 
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. . . and although Jack Frost had not yet 

nipped at our noses, HHS members enjoyed 
a December 12 holiday party with caroling 

courtesy of the Calumet Corner Chorus.  As 

always, Hospitality Chairs Jim and Pat 
Bannon provided wonderful refreshments 
to add to our holiday cheer. 

We always celebrate our HHS birthday in 

December, and members are always 

generous in their giving.  Thank you to:   

Marian Casey for a Diamond Jubilee 

plaque and play program; Elaine Egdorf 
for a Dixie Highway scrapbook and a 

history of the Thornton Brewery; Bob and 
Marge Foster for a 10th Anniversary 
wooden nickel of the Club of Illinois 

Numismatists in Homewood; Elfrieda 

Heuer for German to English translations of the 
1919-27 records of the Wives’ Society of St. Paul 

Church; Tom Kelly for a brass outdoor water 

handle; Dick Knuth for an antique hurricane 

lamp; Alice Lyzak for plaques commemorating 
the Diamond Jubilee and Izaak Walton and two 

Girl Scout berets; Mary Murdoch for an 

antique frame; Grace Schultz for a darning egg; 

Shirley Smiddy for her 4th grade math 
textbook from Central School; Karen Smith for 

paper and postage stamps; Truex and Edna 

Upchurch for an antique paper cutter from the 

Bureau of Roads; and Jim Wright for a die cast 
model of a Homewood fire truck. 

We are also grateful to Mary Murdoch, Tom 

Kelly, William Mahar Sr., Lois Kruger, and 

David and Mary Gravelle for their financial 
gifts this holiday season.  Thank you! 

Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire 
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2001.  Mrs. Doody was the mother of HHS member John Doody.  Memorials may be made in her 
name to the Sinsinawa Dominicans.   

 

HHS received the following note from Le-Anne Kitterer, widow of HHS member Paul Kitterer:  
“Thank you for your letter.  I will be most pleased to receive the newsletter with the mention of 

Paul.  He was fond of Homewood and on August 6, two weeks before his death, he took me on a 
tour of the town, showed me where he used to live and where his grandpa preached.  His 

daughter was married that day in the church.  I am so thankful we had that time together.  

Thank you again.” 

 

HHS has received a letter from member Tonetta Cowing Wehmhoefer in response to our 
recent newsletters covering both Ravisloe Country Club and Washington Park Racetrack:  “My 

father had been the man to get all the property together to sell for the Washington Park 

Racetrack.  He also sold it to Ben Lindheimer and [Lindheimer] had a special box in the 
clubhouse for him. . . .  I wonder if you realize my dad’s brother, Shirley Cowing, and my brother 

also sold the property on the southeast side of Halsted for the Dog Track. 

“When I was a little girl, James Wilson Sr. was the pro at Ravisloe Country Club!  He had a 

daughter and a son.  They lived right up the hill to the left from my house.  It was a small house 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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[HHS member] Mel 

Hoekstra did the 
heating work.  Due to 

some problems, the 
camp was taken over 

by the Homewood-

Flossmoor-Glenwood 

Jaycees—and finally 
was torn down.  It is 

one place that old 

time Girl Scouts will 
never forget.   

“I was also 

neighborhood 

chairman for many 

years, and was 
fortunate to be 

honored with the Girl 

Scout Thank You 

Badge.  The past has 
many memories that 

have made my life 

really great.  We have 

lived in Homewood 
over 50 years and 

believe that this is the greatest place on 

earth. 

“I worked as a camp counselor for the Girl 
Scout Day Camp at Jorgensen Woods in 

1954 and also the 1960s.  As a troop leader, 

my troop went camping at Thorn Creek, 

Camp Tanglewood, and Florence Ann Schlott 
Camp in Lafayette, Indiana.  The Girl Scout 

Camp in Thorn Creek had been a barracks 

for German prisoners of war in the 1940s.” 

Shirley Day Smiddy 

“I’ve done a lot of knitting in my life, and I 
have the Girl Scouts to thank for that hobby.  

One of our leaders, Mrs. Fanny Prythero, 

taught us to knit squares for lap robes for 

Oak Forest Hospital.  She put them together 
while we girls knitted up a storm!  That led 

(Continued from page 6) 

to a lifelong pleasure 

for me. 

“I remember vividly 
the day when our 

troop caroled at Oak 

Forest Hospital.  That 
way my first 

experience in an 

institution for old 

folks, and I was very 
sad afterwards.  The 

bleakness of the 

dining room with long 

tables and an apple at 
each place remains in 

my mind.  It was 

another growth 

experience for me, 
however. 

“We did a lot of 

camping.  One two-

week experience was 
at Camp 

Pottawattomie in 

Indiana on the 

Wabash River.  My parents came to visit on 
the inbetween weekend. 

“Camp Tanglewood was on the Izaak Walton 

property.  It was two railroad cars originally.  

Luckily, I found the dedication program.  

Believe it or not, I even have the speech I gave 
that day!” 

Virginia Bixby 

“The tall pine tree at the southeast corner of 

the Village Hall was given by Girl Scout Troop 

147, led by Marion Brock, the mother of Betty 
Brock Nielson.  The Star [January 18, 1968] 

gave this a lot of publicity.  This was between 

December 1967 and early 1968, and the tree 

was to be called ‘The Village Tree.’  (Editors’ 
Note:  The newspaper article reads, in part, 

(Continued on page 10) 

From The Star, June 11, 1953:  “Girls of Troop 148 held 
their  graduation on June 11 at Camp Tanglewood. . . .  
Dressed in their Intermediate uniforms and singing ‘Girl 
Scouts Together,’ the girls and their leaders marched 
into a horseshoe formation. . . .  [HHS member Alice] 

Lyzak, co-leader, spoke to the girls on their responsibility 
as American citizens. . . .  Members of the troop, 
indicating their desire to become Senior Scouts, 

repeated the Girl Scout Promise and then sang ‘When 
E’er You Make a Promise.’  After this each girl walked 
forward, removed her beret, pin and tie, and received 

her Senior Scout hat and pin from the leaders.”  (Photo 
on file at HHS.) 

Homewood Girl Scout Memories. . . . 
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“Homewood Village President [and HHS 
member] William F. Mahar accepts a Colorado 

blue spruce that will serve as ‘the village tree’ 

during ceremonies at the village hall.  The 

tree was dedicated to the late Mrs. Marion 
Brock in recognition of her many years of 

service to the community, particularly to the 

Girl Scouts.  Cadette Scout Troop 147 

presented the colors at the ceremony. . . .  Two 
of her granddaughters are Brownie Scouts.  

Mrs. Brock was a leader in the Scouting 

movement for 25 years and instituted the Girl 
Scout God and Community badge.  The tree 

will be used as the community Christmas 

tree.”) 

Girl Scouting Then and Now 

According to the 1941 edition of A History of 

Girl Scout Troop 1, Homewood, Illinois, on file 
at HHS, Girl Scout Troop 1 was organized in 

March 1925 by Mrs. W.P. Cronican.  It 

appears that the troops in the south suburban 
area operated independently during the 

1930s, until the growth of the organization in 

(Continued from page 9) this area reflected a need for a central 

clearinghouse.   

The South Cook County Girl Scout Council, Inc. 
(known now as the Girl Scouts of South Cook 

County, Inc.), was formed in 1948, with seven 

communities, including Homewood, joining 

together to serve 1,000 girls.  By 1962, the 
Council included over 60 communities, serving 

10,000 girls.  The Council operated 12 Day 

Camps, Camp Thorn Creek in Thornton, and 
Camp Manistee near Montague, Michigan.  At 

its inception, the Council headquarters were at 

157 East 155th Street in Harvey.   

As the Council grew, it added additional 

suburbs to its area.  Its offices were relocated to 
1005 West 175th Street in 1983.  The area now 

extends from 71st Street in Bridgeview on the 

north to Crete, Steger, Park Forest, and Sauk 

Village on the south and from Tinley Park on 
the west to Indiana on the east. 

The Homewood troops are part of the Sycamore 

Girl Scout Association, and the Homewood area 

contributes 27 troops and 300 girls to the 

(Continued on page 12) 

Just a reminder—if you have resided in Homewood for a total of 50 years or more, we’d love to see 

you at the Old Timers’ Tea, set for April 28, 2002, at Ravisloe Country Club.  If you have 

information on old timers, please call Elaine Egdorf at 708-798-9535.   

February 13:  On the Street Where You Live.   Join Shirley Smiddy as she profiles the houses 
on Cedar Road east from Harwood Avenue; display your Cedar Road photos, too, if you wish.   

March 13:  Prindiville Real Estate and Recollections of Homewood.  Fran Moore will join 
us at this meeting to talk about Homewood history from his years with Prindiville Real Estate. 

April 10:  Touring the 1933 Century of Progress Through Postcards.  Take a walk back in 
time through the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair through a multimedia presentation from Kris 
Condon’s postcard collection.  Bring your own 1933 memorabilia to display if you like. 

May 8:  Annual Meeting and Year in Review.  Join us to celebrate the past year’s successes, 
to install 2002-2003 officers, and to vote for the Volunteer of the Year.  We’ll also have a social 

hour, either at the church or at a nearby restaurant. 

Old Timers’ Tea and Upcoming Dates 
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Important Member Information. . . .   

For membership renewals, or for membership gifts, please use this form. 

Please CIRCLE the appropriate membership category. 

Family $15   Individual $10  Senior Individual or Student $7.50 

Senior Family $12.50 Life Member $150 per member 

Today’s Date_______________   Optional Contribution_______________ 

Name_____________________________________________Phone (     )_________________ 

Street________________________________________________________________________ 

Town__________________________________________State________Zip_______________ 

E-mail address (if applicable)___________________________________________________ 

Mail check payable to Homewood Historical Society at Post Office Box 1144, 

Homewood, IL  60430.   

Give the Gift of Membership 

that the pros lived in for many years.  James Wilson and his family left Ravisloe so he could work 
as the pro at Park Ridge Country Club. 

“The next pro was Walter Apel.  I was 10 years old when they came to Homewood.  They had two 

daughters—Norma, who was about 4 years younger than me, and Carol. . . .  When I was a young 

girl, they had a lot of tournaments at Ravisloe.  I remember when Bob Hope and Bing Crosby 

played in a tournament and I followed them around the golf course when I was either 12 or 13.  
Ravisloe was considered one of the best golf courses in the South Suburbs.”  Thank you, Tonetta, 

for sharing your recollections with us. 

 

HHS wishes to thank member Margaret Meyer for her donation of  photographs and Homewood-
related memorabilia from her husband, Mel.  Thanks, too, to Phyllis Monks of the Crete Historical 

Society, who donated articles on Washington Park Airport to our archives.  We are also grateful to 

members Mae Evert and Fred Gold for their loan of photographs for copying and addition to our 
archives.   

We are always grateful for contributions of “Homewood-abilia,” whether it be a photograph, an 
antique, or your own recollections (written or oral) of life in Homewood.  Please contact President 

Jim Wright at 708-957-0640 if you have recollections you would like to share or “Homewood-
abilia” you’d like to donate to HHS.  Thank you for your continued support! 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Association.  Within Homewood itself, there are 4 Daisy 
troops, 11 Brownie troops, 10 Junior troops, and one each 

of Cadette and Senior troops.  As Public Relations 

Director Carol Kocan tells us, the ongoing focus has been 

on personal growth and development.   

The Homewood office does not have an archives as such; 
with the explosive growth of troops and the southern 

suburbs, it would be nearly impossible to store that 

information, according to the office.  Instead, individual 
chapters have their own records—and organizations such 

as HHS serve as repositories for donations from former 

Girl Scouts. 

At left:  From The Chicago Heights Star, March 17, 1935:  
“Homewood Girl Scouts practice for the demonstration of Scouting 
activities which they will give tomorrow at the Central School in 
celebration of the tenth anniversary of Scouting in their community.  
Left to right:  Martha Belle Collier, [HHS member] Margaret Wilson 
[Meyer, on lookout], Beverly Ohlsen, Jean Miller, Charlotte Ball, and, seated, [HHS member] Alice Wilson 
[Enright].”  (Photo courtesy of Alice Enright.) 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Home Sweet Homewood 

Old Timers’ Tea, April 
28, 2002!  Details inside. 
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