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The Lost Flossmoor Veterans’ Honor Roll 

by Kristine Condon 

 

Editor’s Note:  On Sunday, March 29, 2020, an unveiling for a 

proposed Flossmoor Veterans’ Honor Wall will be held at Flossmoor 

Community House.  The event, which runs from 2:00-4:00 p.m., is 

open to the public.  March 29 is the Sunday preceding April 1—the 

75th anniversary of the original Flossmoor Veterans’ Honor Roll 

dedication in the center of town.  Read on for the story of the 

original, temporary—and, with the exception of five photographs, 

lost to history—Flossmoor Veterans’ Honor Roll. 

April 1, 1945:  Franklin 

Delano Roosevelt, now 

known to have been 

suffering from a variety 

of life-threatening 

physical ailments, was 

resting at “the Little 

White House” in Warm 

Springs, Georgia.  Little 

did we know that eleven 

days later, FDR would 

die of a cerebral 

hemorrhage, putting 

Harry S. Truman—who 

had served as his Vice 

President for only 82 

days—into the Oval 

Office.  World War II was 

in its final weeks.  In Europe, the Allies had surrounded over 

300,000 German troops in the Ruhr, and the final Allied offensive in 

northern Italy had begun.  Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler had escaped to 

his “Führerbunker” in January and would die by his own hand at 

the end of April.  On the Asian front, U.S. troops invaded Okinawa, 

the first Japanese home island to be reached. The Japanese 

responded fiercely, inflicting about 35,000 American casualties.  Two 

B-29 bombers—the Enola Gay and Bock’s Car—were not part of 

(Continued on page 2) 
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One of only five known surviving photographs of the 
Flossmoor Veterans’ Honor Roll, originally constructed 

in the “civic island” adjacent to the Flossmoor train 
station.  (From the personal effects of American 

Legion Post 625 Commander Carlisle Condon; photo 
courtesy of Richard Condon.)   



Flossmoor Veterans’ Honor Roll, cont’d. . . . 

American history yet, as the unleash of two 

atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki was 

still about four months away.   

Locally, Chicago-area residents continued to 

support the war effort, and the 1,270-plus 

Flossmoor residents (as identified in the 1940 

Census) were no exception to that support.  

Victory gardens; scrap steel, clothing, and 

newspaper drives; and other Boy Scout 

collection efforts to support the troops were 

common on the village circle adjacent to 

Flossmoor’s Civic Center Building at 1038 

Sterling Drive.  The Civic Center, erected in 

1929 at a cost of $500,000, was the hub of 

village government, shopping, and public 

service.  During World War II, the ground level 

housed Sterling Food Market.  The Flossmoor 

Police Department offices were immediately 

south of the 1038 entrance (where the 2020 

present-day Bistro on Sterling is located).  The 

Flossmoor Fire Department and jail were 

located in the courtyard at the back of the 

building.  The Village Board met on the second 

floor of the Civic Center, as did Flossmoor American Legion Post 625.   

The average cost of living in the United States in 1945 seems improbable in today’s 

economy.  The average cost of a new home was $4,600, with an average annual salary of 

$2,400.  A gallon of gasoline cost $.15, but a new car was priced at $1,020.  Well-dressed 

women would pay $70 for a fur coat, and a men’s dress shirt cost $2.50.  Flossmoor 

residents who went up the street to the Homewood Theater on Dixie Highway would be 

watching Gene Kelly and Frank Sinatra in Anchors Away, Bob Hope in The Paleface, Ray 

Milland in The Lost Weekend, or a young Elizabeth Taylor in National Velvet.  Depending 

upon which side of town a Flossmoor child lived, he or she would have attended Thornton 

Township High School (for those living west of Western Avenue) or Bloom Township High 

School (for those living east of Western Avenue), since the current Homewood-Flossmoor 

High School District was still nearly 15 years into the future.   

American Legion minutes from October 27, 1944, reflect the first efforts to install a 

marker honoring all Flossmoor men and women who had served (or were currently 

serving) in the Second World War.  The Post’s meeting minutes outline two projects for the 

“squads” during 1944-1945.  The first of these projects would generate funds for upkeep of 

(Continued from page 1) 
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April 1, 1945:  Looking northwest from the 
Flossmoor train tracks to a village “civic island” 

much larger than today’s traffic circle.  The 
Honor Roll is still covered in white cloth prior to 

the unveiling.  (From the personal effects of 
American Legion Post 625 Commander 

Carlisle Condon; photo courtesy of Richard 
Condon.)   



Stelter School.  The other introduced “the 

construction of an outdoor illuminated 

temporary marker paying tribute to the boys 

and girls of Flossmoor now in service in World 

War II. . . .  $150 should take care of the 

temporary marker.  (Please take note that this 

temporary marker does not take the place of the 

permanent memorial for which we have already 

accumulated roundly $150, which is invested in 

war bonds.)”  

Post minutes from February 26, 1945, advised 

the membership of a March 1 meeting at Stelter 

School where “a special exhibit for [the] meeting 

will be the three completed PANELS FOR THE 

LOCAL HONOR ROLL OF WORLD WAR II 

[emphasis in original].  There will be some 150 

names on display.  We want our Legion 

members to get a preview before these panels 

are installed in the permanent outdoor glass 

case to be erected on the central village ‘island’ at the station. . . .  Plans will be made at 

this meeting for the dedication of the Honor Roll at an appropriate date.  Come out and 

let’s have your opinion.”  The Legion’s March 24, 1945, newsletter edition tended to last-

minute details: 

HONOR ROLL DEDICATION EASTER SUNDAY:  BE SURE TO TURN OUT!  

[Emphasis in original.] The culmination of an important part of Flossmoor Post’s 

efforts for 1944-45 will be realized at 4 p.m. on Easter Sunday, April 1, when we will 

dedicate the community’s Honor Roll on the island adjoining the Illinois Central 

Station, not far from our civic flagpole.  Since this new community adornment 

represents not only our time and effort and money but also an honor paid to many of 

our own sons and daughters, it behooves us all to be there. . . .  The Honor Roll case 

will be supported by boulders gathered from the vicinity, will be flanked and 

surrounded by landscaping of evergreens and will in due time, we hope, be 

illuminated at night.  It should provide a civic marker of which we can all be proud. 

The temporary memorial was made of wood, painted white, with glass doors.  Two eagles 

adorned the Honor Roll, with this heading atop the listing of the 155 veterans’ names: 

HONOR ROLL 

ERECTED BY FLOSSMOOR POST 625 

AMERICAN LEGION 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Flossmoor Veterans’ Honor Roll, cont’d. . . . 

The Veterans’ Honor Roll unveiled, April 1, 
1945.  (From the personal effects of American 
Legion Post 625 Commander Carlisle Condon; 

photo courtesy of Richard Condon.)   



The nameplates were wood, but the letters were packaged, dried alphabet soup noodles.  

The letters were glued onto the wooden nameplates, then stained and varnished for 

protection from the elements.  Commander Condon also included an expense report 

outlining the cost of the Honor Roll, which would be about $1,600 in 2020 dollars: 

 

 

 

 

 

Some years later—the best guess is during the 1950s—the Honor Roll was removed for 

various beautification projects on the island and was stored at the rear of the Village 

Maintenance building on Sterling Avenue.  It then disappeared, date unknown.   

With 2020 marking the 75th anniversary of the original unveiling, efforts are underway 

to begin fundraising for a new veterans’ honor wall within the Flossmoor village limits.  

At the March 29 event, a commemorative program booklet will be available for purchase, 

with 100% of the proceeds going towards startup expenses for an honor wall installation.  

The program booklet will list the names of all known Flossmoor veterans, from World 

War I until the present day, using our best research efforts and with the assistance of 

area high schools and social media.  To contribute a name, please email 

flossmoorvets@gmail.com or visit @honoringflossmoorvets on Facebook. 

At our February meeting, HHS’s Board of Directors unanimously 

voted that any member who has reached the milestone of 100 

birthdays should be voted lifetime membership and a dues 

waiver.  In addition to Mary Cantway, whom we profiled in our 

last newsletter, the Board also just voted lifetime membership 

and a dues waiver to Esther Gold.  Congratulations! 

We just received the following note penned by Mary:  “Dear 

Homewood Historical Society, Having been under the weather this 

December, I let a few things go undone, so I hope you’ll forgive me 

for not being on the ball.  The gift you gave me for an honorary 

lifetime membership to the Society was gratefully taken, and I 

thank you very much.  Yes, age is just a number, but mine is 

getting too high.  But all have contributed to my life.  Love and 

appreciation, Mary.”   

(Continued from page 3) 
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Flossmoor Veterans’ Honor Roll, cont’d. . . . 

Cabinet $30.00 

Lettering $55.25 

Sundry Materials $23.23 

Wreath $5.00 

TOTAL $113.48 

Love Our Centenarians! 



HHS is grateful for the receipt of these donations from our 

members and their families: 

• To Nancy Baker and family for the donation of longtime, 

late village resident Henry Fiebig’s “show pigeon” awards 

(photographed here).   

• To the family of the late Dolores Lunn, a longtime HHS 

member, for their donation of Dolores’ Homewood-related 

items.  Items catalogued for the inventory include her grade 

school diploma and graduation ribbon from St. Joseph 

School; basketball schedules, a mortarboard tassel, and her diploma from Thornton 

Township High School; and four years’ worth of inscribed Thornton yearbooks.   

We’re always grateful for Homewood-related donations to our digital inventory, which 

now runs in the thousands of items.  We do ask that you bring the items to the Dorband-

Howe House Museum (2035 West 183rd Street) during our museum hours (Tuesdays and 

Saturdays from 1:00-3:00 p.m.).  We’ll ask you to complete a “Deed of Gift” form, which 

makes the ownership transfer from you to HHS complete and provides us with an 

historical record of your donation.  It also ensures that an item dropped off is securely 

housed in the Museum for future Homewood historians to appreciate.  Thank you! 

HHS offers condolences to the family of Dolores Lunn, a 1947 Thornton alumna, who 

passed away on June 16, 2019.   

HHS also offers its condolences to the family of Donald O’Brien, who died on October 22, 

2019, at the age of 103.  He taught biology at Howe Military School, Valparaiso 

University and after 35 years, retired as Associate Superintendent of Thornton, 

Thornridge and Thornwood High Schools.  In addition, he and a teaching colleague were 

partners in Homewood’s Cone Shop on Dixie Highway.     

HHS also offers its condolences to the family of Life Member Audrey Fischer, who died on 

January 19 at the age of 84.  An alumna of Northern Illinois University and Sigma 

Kappa Sorority, Audrey is survived by her husband, Life Member Bob Fischer, two 

daughters, and two grandchildren.   

We’re always looking for helpers to bake/buy and help Hospitality Chair 

Megan Whalen.  She takes signups on a regular basis!  If you would like to 

give her a hand for our remaining meetings (March, April, May), please 

email homewoodhistorical.illinois@gmail.com, and we’ll get the two of you connected.  
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Donation Appreciation 

Condolences 

Need Volunteers & Cookies 



Our cold January and February weather has not kept us from having 

some great programs with great attendance.  On January 8, we had a 

visit from Homewood-Flossmoor High School Alumni Association 

Director Ann Cherry, who presented a very interesting program on “H-F 

High School Alumni Notables.”  Illustrating her presentation with a 

series of Distinguished Alumni posters from science and the arts, public 

service, sports, and business and industry, Ann showed us that our 

Viking alumni have gone on to many successes in their careers.  Distinguished alums 

included Sarah Bloom Raskin (1979), Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Treasury; Ben 

Bradley (1993), WGN news anchor and reporter; Jon Ely (2004), Los Angeles Dodgers 

pitcher; Jack Fuller (1964), Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and editor of the Chicago 

Tribune; and Wes Hamilton (1971), offensive lineman for the Minnesota 

Vikings.   

On February 12, we had our second Illinois Trivia Contest, this time 

with an additional focus on Homewood trivia, hosted by Elaine Egdorf 

and Megan Whalen.  Good fun with a Homewood twist was part of the 

evening. 

We hope you will join us for the remainder of the 2019-2020 meeting 

year: 

Wednesday, March 11:  Chicago True Stories by living history “edu-tainer” Martina 

Mathisen 

Wednesday, April 8:  An Evening with Don Snider, former Chicago Sun-Times Sports 

Editor and Retired Southtown Star Entertainment Editor 

Wednesday, May 13:  Annual Meeting, with annual reports, election and installation of 

2020-2021 officers, and presentation of Volunteer of the Year Award 

Our 2020-2021 year will resume on Wednesday, September 9. 

In 2002, your Board of Directors began work on What’s Cookin’ in 

Homewood, an effort that included members’ recipe contributions 

and recipe favorites from Homewood’s finest eating establishments.  

After discussion and consideration, HHS will spend 2020 putting 

together What’s Cookin’ in Homewood:  The Sequel, the working 

title for the second edition of our fundraising efforts.  Turn the page 

to see where we need your contributions.   

(Continued on page 7) 
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Winter Meeting Updates 

What’s Cookin’ 2020 is Coming! 



Please send a family favorite recipe (scan, handwrite, or e-mail). 

• E-mail to homewoodhistorical.illinois@gmail.com 

• Send by U.S. Mail (you know, snail mail) to Post Office Box 1144, Homewood, IL 60430 

• Attach to a personal message on Facebook (our handle is @realhomewoodhistorical) 

Here’s the twist:  Your Board of Directors has decided that it’s important to recruit that digital 

generation of members to HHS.  Beginning in Fall 2020, and in time for holiday gift-giving, 

our cookbook will be available in three price points and in three formats: 

• Traditional print format, just as our 2002-2003 edition was published. 

• In PDF format, which can be purchased and read on a computer or other mobile device. 

• In application format, which will be available for purchase through Google Play (for 

Android devices) or through the App Store (for Apple devices). 

HHS is excited to work with the Information Technology Program at the Marion (IN) Regional 

Career Center’s Information Technology and Cybersecurity Programs.  Those high school 

juniors and seniors will write the code to make our cookbook digitally available.  Get your 

contributions ready TODAY!  We had 350 recipes in the last edition.  Let’s beat that goal! 

One year’s dues equals unlimited free admission to the Dorband-Howe House, advance notice 

of programs, four information-packed newsletters, and a membership directory. 

Please CHECK the appropriate membership category.  

TODAY’S DATE ______________________   OPTIONAL DONATION _____________________ 

Name_____________________________________________Phone (     )_____________________ 

Street____________________________________________________________________________ 

Town__________________________________________State________Zip___________________ 

e-mail____________________________________________________________________________ 

Detach & return with your check payable to HHS at P. O. Box 1144, Homewood, IL  60430.  

Please keep your address current, including life members; if a newsletter cannot be delivered, we are charged 

for its return and must spend additional postage to resend.  Thanks! 

Give the Gift of Membership 

 FAMILY, $20   INDIVIDUAL, $15       LIFE, $150 

   SENIOR INDIVIDUAL, $10, OR  

FULL-TIME STUDENT, $10 
SPONSORING, $30    

Office Use Only: 

Date Entered ______ 

Expires  __________ 

WINTER/SPRING 2020 HOMEWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY  PAGE 7 

What’s Cookin’ 2020 is Coming!, cont’d. . . . 



NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Homewood, IL  60430 

Permit No. 93 

HOMEWOOD HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

Dorband-Howe House Hours: 

Tuesdays and Saturdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Or by appointment 

Post Office Box 1144 

Homewood, IL  60430 

Phone: 708-799-1896 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Saving the Past for the Future 

Since 1980 

HHS 
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While we seek to preserve the past, we need to stay current with future trends to promote 

the good work HHS does and to continually encourage new memberships.  For that reason, 

we ask you to visit our social media sites: 

•  On email, visit us at homewoodhistorical.illinois@gmail.com 

• On Facebook, visit us at @realhomewoodhistorical 

• At museumsusa.org, visit us at www.museumsusa.org/ 

museums/info/13868 

Pursuant to our Bylaws, our March meeting will require us to form a Nominating Committee 

to nominate a new President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and one Board member 

(three-year term).  Please contact Jim Wright if you are interested in serving.   

Our Digital Footprint 

2020-2021 Officer/Director Nominations 


