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Homewood, etc. 
A Potpourri of Reminiscences from HHS Members  

Editors’ Note:  On occasion, we collect snippets, clippings, and stories from 
our members that we include in newsletters as space permits.  Recently, 

however, we found that we had enough items to create an entire unique  

newsletter of clippings—hence the name “Homewood, etc.”  Thank you to 

those HHS members who have submitted these reminiscences. 

The Twietmeyer Dairy 

by Jim Wright 

Like many towns across the United 

States in the 20th Century, Homewood 

had its own dairy to provide fresh milk 

products to local residents.  One such 
dairy was operated by Fred 

Twietmeyer, initially under the name of 

the Fred Twietmeyer Dairy and then 

under the name of the Homewood 
Farms Dairy. 

Fred Twietmeyer was born in 1904 in 

northwest Germany, near Bremen, to 

Ernst and Dorette Twietmeyer.  Fred 
was the first in his family to immigrate 

to the United States in 1922.  By the 

end of the decade, he was joined in the 

United States by his mother and all of 
his siblings—Henry, Elise, Minna, 

Marie, and Dora.  Fred initially settled 

in Cissna Park in Iroquois County and 

came to Homewood in the early 1930s.  
In 1933, he began leasing the buildings 

and acreage of the Vaughn farm and 

started a dairy operation.  The Vaughn farm was located on 175th Street 

just west of the Calumet Country Club, where the large storm water 
retention basins are now located. 

To supply his operation, Twietmeyer collected raw milk for processing from 
(Continued on page 2) 

Yellow Pages advertisement for 
Homewood Farms Dairy, circa 

1953. 
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the many farms located around Homewood.  
Farmers like Hupe, Nietfeldt, 

Cohrs, Stelter, Kampe, Stuenkel 

and many more were regular 

suppliers of milk to the dairy.  
The milk was picked up daily 

from these farms, in the familiar 

8-gallon milk cans, and then 

taken back to the dairy for 
processing.  As an additional 

milk source, Twietmeyer also 

had his own herd of dairy cattle 
on the farm.   

Once at the dairy, the raw milk 

was pasteurized; some was 

homogenized and processed 

further depending on the type of 
end product the milk would be.  

Following the processing, the 

milk was then filled in a variety 

of bottle sizes and delivered to local customers 
in the dairy’s own fleet of trucks.  Milk products 

included whole milk, coffee cream, whipping 

cream, and buttermilk.  Chocolate milk was 
added later.  

Twietmeyer’s business grew rapidly and after a 

short time, the dairy 

was not only delivering 

milk to residences and 
businesses in the 

Homewood area but was 

sending milk products 

to stores and businesses 
as far away as 

Plainfield, Lemont, 

Joliet, Wilmington, 
Calumet City, and 

Griffith and 

Schererville in Indiana.   

As one might expect, 

the dairy business was 
very labor intensive.  There were no days off.  In 

addition to milking twice a day, the cattle had to 

be tended to and taken to and from pasture; 

(Continued from page 1) empty milk bottles had to be washed after their 

return from use; machinery had to be 
maintained; and the milk had to be 

processed, packaged and delivered on 

numerous routes.  On some of these 

routes, delivery took place seven days 
a week.   

Twietmeyer married Luise in 1929 

and they had four children:  Helmuth 

(Hal), Fred, Dorothy and Roy.  The 
children and other family members 

helped where they could, but Fred 

needed a lot more help and he hired 

many people from Homewood to 
provide that help. 

HHS member Norm Kranz, a good 

friend of Hal Twietmeyer’s, worked 

at the dairy throughout his pre-teen 

and teenage years, before and after 
school and during the summer 

months.  Norm helped with milking, tending 

the cattle, washing bottles and even with 
deliveries in later years.  One of his most 

memorable experiences at the dairy occurred in 

1945.  On September 17th of that year, a 

German prisoner of war named Herman 
Grueska escaped from the P.O.W. camp in the 

Sweet Woods Forest 

Preserve near Thornton.  

The Star of September 
18, 1945, proclaimed, 

“federal, county and 

state police were 

engaged in a 
widespread manhunt” 

for the escapee.  

Grueska remained at 
large for eight days 

until September 24th 

when, to Norm’s 

surprise and that of the 
other workers at the 

dairy, he appeared 

there and surrendered to Fred Twietmeyer.  

Grueska had previously worked at the dairy in 
(Continued on page 3) 

Back row, left to right:  
Roy, Dorothy, and Hal 
Twietmeyer.  In front:  

Fred Twietmeyer.  Circa 
early 1940s. (Photo 

courtesy of Olga 
Juergens.)  
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Alan Tatgenhorst on the running board, and father 
Ted and sister Karen inside of the Homewood 
Farms delivery truck, circa late 1930s.  (Photo 

courtesy of Olga Juergens.) 
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an army work release program and respected 
Twietmeyer.  As the war 

had already ended, he 

told Twietmeyer he 

escaped because he feared 
he would be made a 

“slave laborer” when he 

was sent back to 

Germany.  He had hoped 
to be able to stay in the 

United States. 

HHS members Otto and 

Olga (nee Rieches) 
Juergens also worked at 

the dairy.  Olga, Fred 

Twietmeyer’s niece, 

helped with bottle 
washing and other chores 

during her younger years and worked in the 

office after high school.  Otto, whose family 

owned a farm on Vollmer 
Road near Ridgeland, started 

working at the dairy in 1946.  

He started out driving a 
truck to run routes to pick up 

milk cans from farms near 

his home.  He would later 

take over a “wholesale” route 
delivering bottled milk to 

stores in towns such as  

Harvey, Calumet City, South 

Holland, Griffith and 
Schererville. 

From the start, Otto had his 

eye on Olga, although she 

already had a steady 
boyfriend.  Not deterred, Otto 

continued wooing Olga and in 

June of 1948, she announced 

that she was no longer seeing 
her boyfriend.  Wasting no 

time, Otto asked her out for a 

date the following Saturday 

night.  Olga agreed, and what a date she was 

(Continued from page 2) to have.  It turns out that their first date was the 

25th anniversary party for Otto’s parents held at 
the Eagle’s Club in 

Blue Island.  Not only 

did Olga meet Otto’s 

parents but she was 
also introduced to the 

10 other children in 

the family.  The date 

obviously went well 
as Otto and Olga were 

married 4 months 

later on October 31, 
1948.   

Twietmeyer’s brother, 

Henry, helped out in 

a different way.  He 

owned and operated 
stores where he sold 

the dairy’s bottled milk and homemade ice 

cream he made from the milk.  According to his 

daughter, Barbara Thomas 
of Peotone, he operated up 

to 13 stores at one time.  

Some of the stores were 
located in Homewood, 

Joliet, Chicago, Dolton, 

Harvey, Plainfield and Oak 

Lawn.  In Homewood, 
Twietmeyer’s Dairy Store 

was initially located at 

18104 Dixie Highway and 

subsequently the store was 
moved to the 1900 block of 

Ridge Road into the Dixie-

Ridge Building.  In a 1935 

advertisement, the dairy 
store was selling a gallon of 

“pure” milk for 28 cents!  

Henry later expanded and 
moved the Homewood store 

to its final location at 2021 

Ridge Road, where he added 

hamburgers and other food 
items to the ice cream and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Rosalie Carlson Twietmeyer, Henry’s wife, in the 
dairy store, circa 1936.  (Photo courtesy of Hal 

Twietmeyer.) 

Otto Juergens poses with the delivery 
truck on Chestnut Road.  (Photo courtesy 

of Otto and Olga Juergens.) 
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milk he sold.  The store’s name 
was changed to Twietmeyer’s 

Dairy Bar at the time of this 

move.  Leona Welsh, mother of 

HHS member Art Welsh, 
worked at the store along with 

the Huber, Rieches and 

Magnason girls, amongst 

others.  Henry died at a young 
age in 1949 and by the mid-

1950’s, the Dairy Bar closed.  

The space in Homewood was 
taken over by the Ben Franklin 

store. 

At the height of his farming and 

dairy operations, Fred not only 

operated the dairy, but he also 
farmed up to 1000 acres.  Some 

of this land was in the area of 

183rd and Crawford Avenue, 

Route 30 and Governors 
Highway, and where Urban 

Hills Country Club is now located in Richton 

Park.  In addition to his cattle, Twietmeyer 
also raised hogs.  Ironically, Twietmeyer and 

his family never lived at the dairy or on their 

farmland; they maintained a home at 18415 

Palmer in Homewood.   

(Continued from page 3) By the mid-1950’s, mergers and 

consolidations were taking place 
in the dairy business and small 

dairy operations in the Chicago 

area were fast disappearing.  

Fred, seeing this trend along 
with the encroachment of 

suburbia, decided to sell the 

business to Ruder’s Dairy, who 

continued to operate on the site 
for a short period of time.  

Following this, Fred moved to a 

farm he owned and operated in 
Monee Township.  After years 

there, he moved back to 

Homewood on May 21, 1982 to 

live with his son Hal.  Sadly, he 
suffered a fatal heart attack the 

same day.   

Fred’s sons, HHS member Hal 

and Fred, still live in Homewood.  

Hal owned and operated Twiet’s 
Disposal Service for many years 

(another story!) and Fred taught high school 

in Wisconsin before moving back to 
Homewood.  Daughter Dorothy lives near 

Cincinnati.  Son Roy was killed in 1946 after 

being hit by a car in downtown Homewood.  

Their mother, Luise, died in 1999 at the age of 
90.   

◆◆◆ 
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Homewood Farms Dairy 
telephone directory 

advertisement.  

The Amazing Leapin’ 
Lena— 

The Fun Car 

by Elfrieda Heuer 

Oh, there were parades in 

those days, with almost 

every business in town 
eagerly preparing a float 

or decorated vehicle, 

veterans of many wars 
being applauded and 

honored as they proudly 

marched together, 

uniformed Girl/Boy 

Scouts, babies in 
carriages and dogs with 

ruffled collars, civic 

groups, politicians, 

bands playing all the 
while, as everyone 

wanted to join the 

procession.   

Lolita Heuer Kaiser, 
along with her siblings, 

Bertram Jr., Elizabeth 

(Continued on page 5) 

“Homewood Post 483—Join the American 
Legion—The Original Leapin’ Lena,” circa 1940.  

(Photo courtesy of Bert and Elfrieda Heuer.) 



crowd of parade onlookers.  There were 

instances when mischievous, rowdy pranksters 
hung onto the back of the car to hold it firmly 

down, and this had to be vigorously discouraged 

so they could move on with 

the parade.  When this 
annoying interference 

continued to be a problem, 

Bertram installed a Ford coil 

with a wire placed along the 
top of the rear seat which 

was connected to the horn 

button, and when the rowdies 
grabbed the seat, he pushed 

the button and they received 

a shock.  Rear passengers 

were forewarned not to rest 
their arms along the back 

seat.  When the prank was 

repeated and many of the 

rowdies ignored the shock 
they were sharing, Bertram 

added a second Ford coil.  

However, he removed it after 
his son, Bertram Jr., leaned 

on the back of the car and his daughter, Rose, 

impishly noting his move as she sat in the car, 

quickly pushed the button—throwing Bertram 
Jr. to the ground, stunned by the intensity of the 

resulting shock. 

After its use in the movie was completed, the 

Leapin’ Lena was painted with clever remarks 

and bright colors and used by the Homewood 
American Legion Post 483 in parades and 

conventions in Homewood and many other cities.  

On some holidays, such as the 4th of July, the 

Leapin’ Lena would be driven in several parades 
in various cities on the same day.  A couple of 

times during the years, due to wear and tear, it 

was necessary to replace the body of the Leapin’ 
Lena, and this was accomplished when the 

appropriate vehicle could be found.  When 

Bertram took the Leapin’ Lena to the American 

Legion Convention in Decatur, the well known 

(Continued on page 6) 

and Rose, all recalled clearly that the amazing 
Leapin’ Lena was constructed by her father, 

Bertram, in his Service Garage, to be used in a 

movie being filmed in Homewood based on the 

then popular newspaper 
comic strip “Harold Teen.”  

The name, Leapin’ Lena, 

was the name given the 

unique car owned by the 
leading comic strip 

character, Harold Teen.  

Scenes for the movie were 
also filmed in the drug 

store/ice cream fountain 

located on Ridge Road in 

Homewood, which served as 
and depicted the soda 

fountain operated by 

another Harold Teen comic 

strip character, Pop Jenks.   

Bertram built the Leapin’ 
Lena from an old Model T 

touring car of the early 

1920s vintage which had 
been donated to the American Legion by Mr. 

Bennett, owner of Ford automobile sales in 

Homewood who also provided input in 

modification of the vehicle.  By moving the rear 
wheels underneath the front seat, or center of 

the car, and having a certain number of 

passengers in the back seat, Bertram was able 

to cause the front end of the car to rise up in 
the air, and the back, protected by a skid plate, 

could drag on the ground.  The very moment it 

hit the ground, Bertram would secretly fire a 

shotgun loaded with blanks to add a bit of 
excitement to the show.  Tilted back with the 

front of the car raised in the air and by locking 

one wheel with the brake, he could pivot the 
car around the left rear wheel, causing the car 

to spin in a circle.  The secret was to have the 

correct passenger weight to maintain a proper 

balance load. 

It always created an exciting reaction from the 

(Continued from page 4) 

Homewood, etc. . . .   

SPRING/SUMMER 2002 HOMEWOOD HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEWSLETTER  PAGE 5 

Bertram Heuer Sr., “American 
Legionnaire.”  (Photo courtesy of Bert 

and Elfrieda Heuer.) 



Ravisloe Recollections, Part 1 

by Norma Apel Fosler 

Editors’ Note:  Norma Fosler’s father, Walter 

Apel, was the Ravisloe golf pro from 1934 until 

the mid 1940s.  Norma attended Homewood 

schools and Thornton Township High School. 

We lived in what 
had been the farm 

house before the 

land was sold to 

become a golf 
course.  Our house 

was called the Pro’s 

Cottage.  It stood 

where the newest 
tennis courts are 

now.  It had a big 

kitchen and pantry.  

Other rooms were 
small, but two long 

windows in the 

living room looked 
out to the 9th hole.  

Also, the sun room 

had windows on 

three sides looking 
on the 9th hole.  My 

sister and I had that as our bedroom.  We 

watched golfers all the time, and if Carol 

[Norma’s sister] was in the sandbox, they’d 
come to see her. . . .  We both remember 

watching big chauffeured limos pull in the 

main gate, especially on weekends. 

The members were very good to us and even 
allowed us to swim in the pool whenever we 

wanted.  The swim coach helped us both to 

become good swimmers.  When I had polio in 
1936, they contacted a doctor at Michael Reese 

Hospital, and he saved my life.  They paid all 

my hospital bills and sent beautiful gifts as 

well. 

I’m still searching, but I fear our old pictures 
went when my 

mother died.  I do 

know my dad played 
golf with Bing 

Crosby, but where 

and when, I’m not 

sure.  Some of the 
members were very 

famous themselves.  

I recall Walter 

Heller, financier, 
and Ballabar from 

the theater chain.   

I’ll keep digging for 

pictures and stories.  
My sister will send 

copies of her 

pictures directly to 

you.  She continues 
to be a top-notch 

woman golfer! 

◆◆◆ 

Ravisloe Recollections, Part 2 

by Dolores Lunn 

I used to visit Norma Apel when her dad was 

pro and they lived on the property.  I remember 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Right:  Ravisloe (labeled as “Revisloe”), circa mid 1920s.  The 
Spanish Revival clubhouse was built in 1916.  The Men’s 
Locker Room is to the right of the clubhouse in this photo.  

(Photo on file at the Dorband-Howe House Museum.) 

movie star of the day, Rita Hayworth, 

took part in the parade and even rode 
in the car, much to the delight of the 

Legionnaires.   

Leapin’ Lena won a gold cup as “Best 

Novelty Entry” in a 4th of July 

parade.  It was said to have achieved 

national attention and interest as it 

was copied in several cities.  It was 
used for many years until about 1943. 

At left:  Rita Hayworth—perhaps thinking of  
her ride in the Leapin’ Lena.  (Photo 
courtesy of www.a-z.net.) 
 

◆◆◆ 
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Conrad Riegel Rifle Donated to HHS 
by Jim Wright 

In January 2002, HHS member Margaret 
Meyer donated a beautifully preserved rifle 
used in the Civil War by John Conrad Riegel, 

a relative of her late husband, former 

Homewood Police Chief Mel Meyer.  Riegel, a 

son of Homewood pioneer Samuel Riegel, 
enlisted in the U.S. Army in November 1861 

and was mustered as a private with Company 

A of the 13th Illinois Cavalry.  Riegel’s service 
in the war was brief.  In 1862, he permanently 

lost sight in both eyes, either from an infection 

aggravated by sleeping on frozen ground or 

from powder burns received in battle.  He 
received a disability discharge from the Army 

on May 15, 1862, and returned home to live on 

(Continued on page 12) 

one time there was a big fire at the 
Country Club I rode my bike to.  My 

brother Don and I used to follow the 

fires.  Our neighbor on Gottschalk, 

Vernon Cadieux, was a volunteer 
fireman.  Those were the days when 

they rang a siren to call the men. 

I remember when Bob Hope visited.  He sent a 

Western Union message and had all the town 
buzzin’.  The Western Union office was on the 

north side of Ridge Road.  I think it was across 

from The Royal Blue and the bakery.  I think 

it had a three steps down entry.   

When we were little kids, we took acrobatic 
lessons at the Gottschalk Pavilion, south of 

183rd Street, along by the railroad tracks.  I 

also took a woodworking class there.  The hall 

was used for many things.  My mother 
attended dances there as an 18-year-old, about 

1916.  It was a long walk from Gottschalk 

Avenue, north of Ridge Road.  We lived at 
17915, and my mother lived there for a total of 

62 years.   Mom’s home was one south of the 

Kern home where [HHS member] Dorothy 

Cross lives.  Did I ever tell you that Dorothy 
Cross was one of my babysitters?  Also, Shirley 

Smiddy’s grandmother, Mrs. Day, was 

another.  Another was Mrs. Nyman, who lived 

on Cedar Road. 

Before the “new” village hall was built in 1939, 

(Continued from page 6) there was a small jail where anyone 

passing through town would stay the 
night.  Sargeant Fred Nyquist was a 

family friend, and my big thrill as a 

young kid was to help lock up these 

visitors one night.  In the morning, they 
were given breakfast and then offered a 

ride to the town limits.  I think at this 

time there was only Chief Walter Gleason and 

Mr. Nyquist.  Those were the years when crime 
was nil and we could leave our doors unlocked. 

Another interesting story would be the 

O’Connell Ice Cream Shop which was across 

the street from the movie house on the corner.  
Many of my friends worked there.  It is a 

wonder we all did not gain 100 pounds.  We 

sure put away the rainbow cones.  When one 

lives in a small town as ours was, the little joys 
remain big in our memories. 

◆◆◆ 

Verna Smith Reminisces 

I have lived in the same house I grew up in—

since 1924 to be exact.  I attended Homewood 

Schools (Ridge School) and Thornton Township 

High School.  Except for about four years after 
I was first married and lived in Harvey, I’ve 

been in Homewood.  I’ve seen the town grow.  I 

remember Ridge Road as a two-lane highway 

with open ditches in front of my house.  We also 
went skating on Izaak Walton pond (we called 

it “the pit”). 
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HHS regrets to report the passing of 

member Mary Louise Rinear, who died 
on February 26, 2002.  Mary Louise, a 

resident of Homewood since 1988, first met 

Director Shirley Smiddy in 1948 when 
they became roommates at Lake Forest 
College.  When Mary Louise retired from a 

38 years in education, she and Shirley 

became roommates again in Shirley’s home 

on Cedar Road.  Our condolences to Shirley 
and her sons, Alan and Roger.   

◆◆◆ 

HHS also extends its condolences to the 

family of Margaret Bogie, who died on 
March 15, 2002.  Margaret was a member 

of the Homewood Woman’s Club, the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, and  

Pi Beta Phi sorority.  Survivors include her 

son, Harlan.   

◆◆◆ 

HHS also offers its sympathies to longtime 

member Marie Tindall on the death of her 
husband, Charles, on March 8, 2002.   

◆◆◆ 

We also received the following letter from 
Carol Kocan, Communications Director for 

the South Cook County Girl Scouts:  

“Thanks again for doing such an extensive 

job of looking into [HHS] members’ 
recollections of their personal Girl Scouting 

experiences. . . .  With the 90th anniversary 

of Girl Scouting coming up, I would also 

like to extend an invitation to your 
members to join . . . Girl Scouts and their 

families at a special celebration.  It will be 

on June 22, 2002, at Navy Pier in Chicago.  
There is no admission fee, and visitors . . . 

will see historic information, hands-on 

activities for girls, entertainment, and 

other fun.”  For more information, please 
call Carol at (708) 957-8100. 

◆◆◆ 

Also on the Girl Scout front, we received the 

following letter from member Dolores Lunn:  
“Enjoyed the newsletter a lot.  I did not know so 

many different uniforms were in style.  I have 

seen many different ones out here [in California], 

but thought that was modern day changes.  Your 
article brought back memories of my visits to 

Savannah and touring [Girl Scout founder] 

Juliette Lowe’s home a couple of times, the last a 

year ago.  Enjoyed reading the GSA history.  
Sure wish we would have been born later.  I 

would love to have attended those roundup 

campouts of the 1950s.”   

◆◆◆ 

And, despite our best efforts, your editors 

sometimes get it wrong—which we certainly did 
in the last edition of the newsletter with the Girl 

Scouting recollections of member Lucy Sholeen.  
In our original article, we stated that Homewood 

Girl Scouts had been part of the World War II 
effort by, among other things, sending 

entertainment to hospitals.  Let’s have Lucy 

correct the record:  “I was employed by the 
American Red Cross during the war years and 

worked in the Entertainment Department.  I was 

long out of Girl Scouts by that time.  If the 

Scouts did perform any war efforts, I don’t know 
about it.  I was in the Scouts in the early 1930s.  

I think we were just remembering our past when 

we talked about the Red Cross. 

“I did spend a small amount of time with Jean 

Scupham Ratko in Scouting in my early 
twenties.  She and I spent one horrific night with 

the Scouts in one of those box cars.  I thought 

we’d freeze to death on Army cots.  We were co-

leaders.  You can imagine that put a quick end to 
Scouting for me.  I really didn’t have the time to 

give with working and other activities.  I think 

Constance Teeling was also involved.  Her dad 
was a local dentist.”  Thank you for the 

correction, Lucy.  We regret the error and hope 

we’ve corrected the record for the HHS archives. 

◆◆◆ 

(Continued on page 9) 

Important Member Information 
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We have one other correction from the last 

newsletter.  At that time, we thanked 

member Elfrieda Heuer for her German to 
English translation of the 1919-1927 Wives’ 
Society records from St. Paul Community 

Church.  In fact, these records were from 

Salem Lutheran Church.  We apologize for 

the error. 

◆◆◆ 

Congratulations are in order for HHS 

members Myra and Gene Olson, who 
recently celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary with a reception at the Village 

Evangelical Free Church in South Holland 
and a dinner at Glenwood Oaks.  Gene is 

retired after 30 years with the Modern Drop 

Forge Co. in Blue Island, where he was the 

die shop supervisor.  He is a member of the 
Village of Homewood’s Senior Advisory 

Committee.  Myra, a registered nurse, is 

retired from the Elisabeth Ludeman 
Developmental Center in Park Forest.  Gene 

and Myra are parents to three sons and 

eight grandchildren.  Congratulations to you. 

◆◆◆ 

HHS would also like to thank member 

Margaret Meyer for her donations of 
photographs of Chief Walter Gleason, the 
1962 Homewood Police Department, and an 

IC locomotive, as well as a swivel and side 

chair.  Margaret has also generously donated 

a rifle from her late husband Mel’s family 
that originally belonged to Conrad Riegel 

(see related story, Page 7).  HHS also 

appreciates the contributions of Mary Schoof 
(family and Schoof floral shop photos); 

member Mel Hoekstra (photos of building 
remodelings at 2059-2060 Ridge in the 1960s 

and 1970s); Eleanor Eisenach (photos of the 
Dorband-Howe House remodeling in 1985); 

members Bob and Barb Harms (photos of 
Dixie Highway viaduct construction); 

(Continued from page 8) member Mae Evert (loan of a Ravisloe 
Country Club photo); Norma Apel Fosler and 

Carol Apel Givens (photos of their father, golf 

pro Walter Apel, at Ravisloe); member Fred 
Gold (copy of solo flight certificate from 

Washington Park Airport); member Marion 

Kranz (her memories, entitled “Those 

Wonderful Years”); member Mary Murdoch 
(her “On the Street Where You Live” 
scrapbook, entitled “Sycamore Road:  Story of 

One Block and Twenty-One Houses”); member 

Rudy Schreiber (three checks dated 1909 
from Homewood State Bank); and Fran Moore 
(various photos and Homewood papers).   HHS 

also thanks Phyllis Monks of the Crete 

Historical Society for donating copies of 
articles on Washington Park Airport. 

◆◆◆ 

And we received this note recently from former 
member Elaine Dennison:  “This card is to let 

you know I still remember the good times I had 

with your group.”   

◆◆◆ 

Member Elaine Egdorf was honored in the 
fall at a reception given by the Illinois 

Humanities Council for the 1999 and 2000 
Studs Terkel Humanities Service Award 

Recipients.  Jerry Egdorf was honored 
posthumously.  Jerry and Elaine were two of 
the first 70 recipients of this award in 1999.  

Governor George Ryan proclaimed October 18, 

2001, as Studs Terkel Humanities Service 

Award Day in Illinois, with the goal of 
recognizing “exemplary efforts of individuals 

from all over the state who have furthered 

public understanding of the humanities in 

their communities.”  Congratulations to you. 

◆◆◆ 

Finally, congratulations are in order for 

member Jim Bannon, who recently was 
named the Homewood Area Chamber of 

Commerce’s Business Person of the Year.   

Important Member Information. . . .   
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2002-2003 Officers and Directors Slated 

Since January 2001, the Society’s Board of Directors, along with the Strategic Plan Subcommittee, has 

worked to revise and update the society’s strategic plan, which dates from 1983.  With a great deal of 

discussion, deliberation, some disagreement and compromise, the board approved a revised plan at 

their meeting in November. 

As part of the plan, a new committee structure has been established that will give particular emphasis 

to improving operations at our museum and to maintaining and increasing our collection of historic 

artifacts and photos.  To this end, several new committees have been established: 

• Museum Collections:  Sort and identify artifacts currently in our collection and to seek out 

appropriate artifacts to add to our collection in the future; 

• Museum Inventory:  Properly label and arrange for storage of artifacts, along with developing a 

database of items maintained in our collection; 

• Museum Display:  Develop plans for and implement these plans for rotating museum displays; 

• Museum Guide:  Conduct tours of the museum and schedule and train volunteer guides; and  

• Museum Building and Grounds:  Develop and implement plans to ensure the museum building 

and grounds are maintained in good repair. 

In addition to the museum committees, the existing membership, program, publicity, newsletter, 

hospitality and fundraising and special events committees have been maintained.  A finance committee 

has also been established combining the audit and budget committee functions. 

Over the last 20 years, the success of the Homewood Historical Society has been due to the hard work 

and generosity of our members.  Our Society is fortunate to have so many members with special talents 

and expertise who are willing to give their time freely.  Your help has always been greatly appreciated. 

As we move forward to accomplish the goals of our strategic plan, your help will be needed now more 

than ever.  I would ask that each of you consider where your talents may be best utilized and consider 

volunteering for membership on one of our committees.  Please feel free to call me at 957-0640 to 

volunteer or to discuss how your talents can best be utilized.  With your help, we can make the Society 

and the Dorband-Howe House an even better resource for Homewood. —Jim Wright 

A Message from the President 
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At the March HHS meeting, a committee was 

formed to nominate the 2002-2003 slate.  Both 
one-year offices and three-year board 

vacancies need to be filled; directors Connie 

Egdorf, Mary McDermed, and Shirley 

Smiddy have terms expiring in May.   

Members Marv Austin, Mary McDermed, 

and Don Tornow present the following slate, 
which will be voted upon at the May 8 Annual 

Meeting: 

President:  James Wright (2003) 
Vice President:  Marvin Austin (2003) 

Secretary:  Karen Smith (2003) 

Treasurer:  Joan Brazzale (2003) 

Directors:  Connie Egdorf (2005), Dick 
Knuth (2003), Mary McDermed (2005), 

and Shirley Smiddy (2005) 

Please join us on Wednesday, May 8, at 7:30 

p.m. for our Annual Meeting and Year in 

Review.   



Our Volunteers—They’re the Best!  

. . . that is, if your membership label reads “5/31/2002.”  To insure that you’re added to next 

year’s directory, please return this membership renewal by June 1, 2002.   

Please CIRCLE the appropriate membership category. 

Family $15   Individual $10  Senior Individual or Student $7.50 

Senior Family $12.50 Life Member $150 per member 

Today’s Date_______________   Optional Contribution_______________ 

Name_____________________________________________Phone (     )_________________ 

Street________________________________________________________________________ 

Town__________________________________________State________Zip_______________ 

E-mail address (if applicable)___________________________________________________ 

Mail check payable to Homewood Historical Society at Post Office Box 1144, 

Homewood, IL  60430.   

No More Newsletters—That’s It! 

As always, HHS would be nothing without its volunteers.  Special thanks go to those who work on 

our “Phone Tree,” which notifies members within 15 miles of Homewood of upcoming meetings:  

Peg Boivin; Jim Garnes; Fred Gold; Elfrieda Heuer; Tom Kelly; Dick Knuth; Sally 

Kruger; Alice Lyzak; Mary McCarthy; Steve Sindelar; Truex Upchurch; and Chloe White. 

We also appreciate the efforts of our Dorband-Howe House Museum volunteers.  Thank you to 

Marv & Marilyn Austin; Virginia Bixby; Joan Brazzale; Elaine Egdorf; Audrey Fischer; 
Betty Hedrick; Magda Hepokoski; Elfrieda Heuer; Minnie Iwema; Dick Knuth; Arlene 

Koehn; Alice Lyzak; Joan Overgaard; Dorothy Rowley; Grace Schultz; Lida Sigg; Karen 

Smith; Verna Smith; Mary Steiner; and Jim Wright. 

Thanks, too, to Director Mary McDermed for coordinating both the Phone Tree and the volunteer 
schedule. 

Speaking of volunteers, Mary has also served as our Program Chair this past year, and you have 
certainly responded to the programs offered—our monthly meeting attendance is often as high as 

70 people!  In beginning work on coordinating next year’s programs, Mary reports that "On the 

Street Where You Live" has been part of our programming for many years.  If you 

would like to share the history of the houses and neighbors on your street, please 
contact her at (708) 799-5071 to volunteer to present that program during 2002-

2003.  (And if you have an idea for another program, please share that with her as 

well.)  Plenty of HHS members have presented the histories of their blocks, so 

you’ll have ample support and encouragement from those who tried it before you.  
Please, be a part of Homewood’s history, and let us know of your interest! 
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Conrad Riegel Rifle Donated. . . .   
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the family farm (bounded by 183rd Street to 187th Street, and Riegel Road to Center Avenue).  He 
later went to Ohio to learn the art of broom making and opened up a broom factory in Homewood 

on Martin Avenue just south of Main Street (Ridge Road).  In 1869, Riegel 

was married to Rebecca Hart, daughter of James Hart, another Homewood 

pioneer settler.  To this union, four children were born:  William (1874), 
Olive (1877), Henry Louis (1879) and George (1886).  The couple happily 

raised their family and operated their successful broom business until 

tragedy struck again.  Rebecca and two of the children, Olive and Henry 

Louis, died from diphtheria in the fall of 1890.  Riegel remarried in 1893 to 
Adeline VanderWilligan, a native of Holland, Michigan.  Riegel and “Addie” 

were blessed with three sons⎯John C., Jr. (1893), Paul (1894) and Everett 
(1907).  Son Everett was born in his father’s 72nd year.  The family lived in 

their home on Harwood Avenue where Starbucks Coffee now stands.  For 

years, Conrad was a familiar site to Homewood residents making his way to 

his shop and through the town, lightly tapping his cane to guide his way.  
The last bugle call for the old veteran sounded on October 2, 1919, ending a 

long and remarkable life after 84 years.  Many thanks to Margaret Meyer for 

this donation and to Betty Lou Mizevitz, granddaughter of J. Conrad Riegel, and his great-

granddaughter, Barbara McClennan of Riegel Road, Homewood, for information and photographs 
to help prepare this article.   

(Continued from page 7) 
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J. Conrad Riegel. 
(Photo courtesy of 
the Riegel family.) 


