
Homewood, Illinois 60430 

Meetings and Things to 

Remember 

Second Wednesday of each 

month, 7:00 p.m. 

Homewood Public Library 

17917 Dixie Highway, 

Homewood 

Meetings are FREE and open 

to the public  

 

May 8, 2019 

Annual Meeting, 2019-2020 

officer installation, and 

Volunteer of the Year Award 

 

2019-2020 Meeting 

Dates (Tentative) 

Weds., September 11 

Weds., October 9 

Weds., November 13 

Weds., December 11 

Weds., January 8 

Weds., February 12 

Weds., March 11 

Weds., April 8 

Weds., May 13 

 

Officers and Directors 

President, Jim Wright 

Vice President, Dixie Mitchell 

Secretary, Karen Smith 

Treasurer, Mary Ann Boggs 

Director, Lynne Basler 

Director, Joan Brazzale 

Director, Richard Condon 

Director, Elaine Egdorf 

Director, Chuck Hecht 

Director, Mark Leschuck 

Director, Mary McDermed 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Kris Condon 

kmcondon@msn.com 

Homewood Says, “Howdy”—The 

Homewood Business Association 
by Kristine Condon 

You meet the most interesting people on Facebook.  On Homewood-

related social media, a gentleman named Chuck Schechner 

contacted me and offered to share an original 1940s-era booklet from 

the Homewood Business Association.  We’ve only got a photocopy of 

the original booklet on file in the Dorband-Howe House, so this is a 

real find.  Some of the 

interesting tidbits, taken 

verbatim from the booklet: 

“The Salem Lutheran 

School has an enrollment 

of approximately fifty 

pupils ranging from the 

first grade through the 

eighth grade.  Salem 

Lutheran Church was 

located on Morris Avenue, 

just south of 183rd Street.  

More than 300 pupils are 

enrolled in St. Joseph’s 

Catholic School.  Grades are 

from the first through the 

eighth and are taught by 

Sisters of the Dominican 

Order.  Homewood has two 

public schools with an 

enrollment of more than 

500 students.  The Central 

School provides for pupils 

from kindergarten through 

fifth grade.  Sixth, seventh 

and eighth grades attend the Standard School.   
(Continued on page 2) 
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Homewood Says, “Howdy,” cont’d. . . . 

“Homewood high school students attend 

Thornton Township High School, at 

Harvey, or Bloom Township High School, 

at Chicago Heights.  Enrollment at 

Thornton numbers 2700; at Bloom, 

enrollment is 1730.  In addition to the 

two high schools, Thornton Township 

also has a Junior College [Editor’s Note:  

today’s South Suburban College] located 

in a section of the high school building in 

Harvey with an enrollment of 350. 

“Homewood Memorial Park, the project of 

Homewood Memorial Chapter Izaak 

Walton League of America, is located on 

Ridge Road just inside the eastern 

boundary of the village limits.  It is maintained by League members and on September 8, 

1946, was dedicated as a living memorial to the servicemen and servicewomen of 

Homewood who have served their country in time of war. . . .  Another event of village 

wide interest is the annual community picnic sponsored by Izaak Walton League.  In 1947, 

more than 3000 persons attended the all-day event which is held at Memorial Park.  Old 

fashioned picnic baskets are the order of the day and village residents make up friendly 

groups to participate in the festivities.  It is a day of old 

fashioned fun and a well planned program keeps the 

event going at a lively pace.  There are contests for 

everyone, from penny finding games for the toddlers to a 

rugged tug of war for the men, bait casting contests for 

the anglers to turtle races for the arm chair sportsmen, 

husband calling contests for the ladies to suitcase races 

for couples.  Izaak Walton Picnic Day is a great day in 

Homewood and village residents look forward to the 

event each year.” 

The booklet also offers uniquely named members of the 

HBA, including the Charles Olsen Craftsmens Club and 

the Homewood Duplicate Bridge Club.  If you have any 

information on these organizations, we’ll put that in the 

next newsletter. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Homewood Says, “Howdy,” cont’d. . . . 

The Members of the Homewood 

Business Association aptly describes 

our community:  “The most 

characteristic feature of ‘America’s 

Portrait’ is the small community—the 

‘home town.’  That bit of God’s green 

earth, so typically American, where we 

own a little plot, where we rear our 

children, and where we give something 

of ourselves to make our community an 

even greater place for future 

generations. 

“Since the nation was founded, 

Americans have bestowed their 

affectionate pride and unwavering loyalty upon their home towns.  And this is as it 

should be—for this is the ‘American Portrait.’  We welcome you to our ‘Home Town.’ 

“The Village of Homewood 

May your residence here be permanent. 

May Homewood become your ‘Home Town’ too! 

Members of Homewood Business Association” 

Thank you to Jim Wright, Ken Biagi, and Rose Olsar, who served as 

this year’s Nominating Committee.  Pursuant to HHS’s Constitution & 

Bylaws, the Nominating Committee offers the following slate of officers 

for 2019-2020 for your consideration: 

• President:  Jim Wright 

• Vice President:  Dixie Mitchell 

• Secretary:  Karen Smith 

• Treasurer:  Mary Ann Boggs 

• Director (3-year term):  Mark Leschuck 

• Director (3-year term, current Basler directorship):  Kristine Condon 

We will take nominations from the floor at our May 8 Annual Meeting and vote on officer 

and director nominations at that time.  Please join us at 7:00 p.m. at the Homewood 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

SPRING 2019 HOMEWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY  PAGE 3 

2019-2020 Officers & Directors Announced 

Members of the Homewood Business Association,  

ca. 1946.  Reprint on file at Homewood Historical Society. 



Public Library.  Our Constitution and Bylaws provide for the annual reporting of all 

committees and the installation of officers and directors.  In addition, we’ll be voting on 

the annual Volunteer of the Year award and enjoy pizza and refreshments.   

Each year, HHS has voted two $1000 scholarships to graduating 

Homewood-Flossmoor High School seniors.  The first of those two 

winners has been named.  Congratulations to Myles Walker, who 

will be attending the University of Illinois this fall as a history 

major with an emphasis on political science.  Myles is also 

considering journalism as a minor.  We are delighted to award 

this honor to Myles and wish him every success in this new 

chapter of his life! 

If you missed the spring meetings, you missed some good ones.   

Our March 13 meeting, “Searching for Marquette,” was presented by art historian and 

educator Ruth Nelson.  She told the story of 17th Century French Jesuit missionary and 

explorer Jacques Marquette through the many works of art and 

monuments dedicated in his honor and which reflect his 

enormous impact on present-day Illinois.   

Our April 10 meeting, “Updates on the 

Underground Railroad South of 

Chicago,” was presented by Dr. Larry 

McClellan.  Larry looked at the 

Underground Railroad stories with 

developments in the Little Calumet 

River area, Crete, and Lockport.   

 

For our newer members, we have a wonderful cookbook of Homewood recipes for sale 

called What’s Cookin’ in Homewood.  Come visit the D-H House on Tuesdays and 

Saturdays from 1:00-3:00 p.m. to purchase your copy.  In the meantime, enjoy the two 

recipes on the following page from members Marilyn Austin and Mary Cantway. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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March & April Meeting Recaps 

What’s Cookin’ in Homewood 



White Chocolate Candy, from the kitchen of Marilyn Austin 

2 cups broken pretzels 

1 pound white chocolate 

1 cup dry roasted peanuts 

Melt chocolate and add pretzels and peanuts.  Pour and spread on waxed paper.  When cool, 

break into pieces. 

⧫⧫⧫ 

Recipe for a husband, from Mary Cantway 

First get one, not too young, but tender and of healthy growth; make your selection carefully 

and let it be final, otherwise they will not keep, and like wine they improve with age.  Do not 

pickle or put in hot water, this makes them hard and sour.  Prepare as follows:  Sweeten with 

smiles according to variety, the sour, bitter kind are improved with a pinch of salt of common 

sense, spiced with patience.  Flavor with kisses according to taste.  Wrap well in a mantle of 

charity, preserve over a good fire of steady devotions, and serve with peaches and cream.  The 

poorest variety may be improved by this process and will keep for years in any climate.  

Wives may successfully preserve in the same manner.   

If your mailing label says “5/31/2019,” then it’s time to renew.  One year’s dues gives you 

unlimited free admission to the Dorband-Howe House, advance notice of programs, four information-

packed newsletters, and a membership directory. 

Please CIRCLE the appropriate membership category. 

FAMILY $20  INDIVIDUAL $15  LIFE $150  SPONSORING $30 

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL OR FULL-TIME STUDENT $10 OPTIONAL DONATION ___________ 

Name_____________________________________________Phone (     )_____________________ 

Street____________________________________________________________________________ 

Town__________________________________________State________Zip___________________ 

e-mail____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____ Please do not print my membership information in the membership directory. 

Would you be willing to received your newsletter and directory via e-mail?  YES NO 

Detach & return with your check payable to HHS at P. O. Box 1144, Homewood, IL  60430.  

Please keep your address current, including life members; if a newsletter cannot be delivered, we are 

charged for its return and must spend additional postage to resend.  Thanks! 

What’s Cookin’ in Homewood, cont’d. . . . 
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Are Your Dues Due? 



Condolences 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Homewood, IL  60430 

Permit No. 93 
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Post Office Box 1144 

Homewood, IL  60430 

Phone: 708-799-1896 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

HHS offers its condolences to Life Member Karen and Member Denny Schillings on the 

passing of Karen’s mother, Giovanna Krek, on March 2 at age 97.   

HHS offers its condolences to the family of Life Member Stan Skalski, who died on April 6 

at age 91.  Services were held on April 13 at St. Kieran Catholic Church, followed by 

interment with military honors at Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery. 

HHS offers its condolences to the family of Bob Ahlf, who died on April 17.  An engineer, 

author, instructor, conservationist, and volunteer leader, Bob had a long career with the 

Illinois Central Gulf Railroad.  He also donated countless hours of time to the Homewood 

Izaak Walton Preserve and was elected president in 1972.  For his many accomplishments, 

he was inducted into the Homewood Hall of Fame in 2010.  In 2014, the Village of 

Homewood named the entrance road to the Homewood Izaak Walton Preserve “The Bob 

Ahlf Way.”   

HHS offers its condolences to Life Member Dixie Mitchell on the passing of her brother, 

Galen Graham, on April 18 at age 76. 

Saving the Past for the Future 

Since 1980 

HHS 
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