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Homewood Police at 100 Years 
Editors’ Note:  2002 marks the 100th anniversary of the Homewood Police 
Department’s hiring its first full-time paid officer, Walter Gleason.  In this 

issue, HHS President Jim Wright uncovers a little-known chapter in our 

village’s history and describes how the family of one village policeman was 

changed forever on a fateful fall afternoon in 1920.   

by Jim Wright 

The Homewood Police Department celebrated its 100th anniversary on May 
19th at an open house held at the police station.  As part of this centennial 

celebration, a display of artifacts and photographs was unveiled.  A 

particularly poignant piece was a 

plaque commemorating the death of 
Homewood’s only police officer killed 

in the line of duty.  A Chicago 

Heights Star article of October 21, 

1920, details this tragic event.   

On October 18, 1920, Homewood 
motorcycle officer Paul Edward 

Buckley joined Earl Kessner, a state 

motorcycle policeman, in chasing a 
car on the Dixie Highway.  Kessner 

had observed the driver of the car 

break through a road construction 

barrier and initiated the chase.  
Buckley joined the chase in 

Homewood, and the two officers 

proceeded south on Dixie Highway in 

hot pursuit of the traffic violator. 

As the chase neared “Al Sabbath’s 
corner” (south of Holbrook Road), a 

delivery truck belonging to the 

Mandel Brothers Store of Chicago 

pulled across the highway.  
Overgrowth of trees and brush along 

the roadside obscured the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Walter Gleason, Homewood’s first full-
time paid police officer.  (Photograph 

reprinted from Adair et al., From Indian 
Trails to Tollways.) 



Homewood Police at 100 Years. . . . 

motorcyclists’ vision 
of this obstacle until 

it was too late.  

Buckley was unable 

to stop or swerve to 
avoid the truck and 

hit it broadside.  

Kessner, who was a 

short distance behind 
Buckley, swerved into 

a ditch and avoided 

any injury.  The 
offender’s vehicle 

escaped unscathed. 

Buckley was taken to 

St. James Hospital by a passing automobile and 

initially was thought not to be severely injured.  
He was conscious after the accident and 

appeared to be slightly bruised about the head.  

Looks, however, were deceiving.  Buckley 

suffered internal injuries and died the next 
morning. 

Buckley was 26 years of age, married and the 

father of three small children.  He was a native 

of Tennessee and had been a member of the 
Homewood Police Department “for some 

months” before the accident occurred.   

Long forgotten, the story of his death came to 

light only recently.  While doing some research, 

I happened to come across the Chicago Heights 
Star article.  Current and retired officers of the 

Police Department were consulted, and no one 

had knowledge of this incident.  A review of 
Village Board minutes from October 20, 1920, 

revealed a motion passed allowing funds to be 

collected to help defray the burial expenses of 

the “traffic officer.”  The motion also allowed 
that any additional funds received be given to 

the widow.  An entry in the board’s minutes of 

February 1, 1921, instructed the village clerk to 

forward the excess funds in the amount of 
$265.10 to Mrs. Buckley.  Finally, on March 1, 

1921, the board passed a motion to provide 

accident and liability insurance coverage on the 

(Continued from page 1) 

village’s police officers and workmen.  As is the 

case so many times, this last motion was 
passed too late to be of any help to the Buckley 

family.  No insurance coverage was available 

on any village employee before this accident. 

Currently, the Police Department is taking 

steps to add Buckley’s name to the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in 

Washington and the Illinois Police Memorial in 

Springfield.  This is recognition Buckley so 
justly deserves after all these years.   

The Police Department display can be viewed 

during regular business hours (Monday 

through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.).  
Material is on loan from HHS, and HHS 

member Margaret Meyer, widow of retired 

Police Chief Mel Meyer, has also provided a 

number of items for this display. 

Above:  Homewood Police Department 
patch, with their motto, “Service-Integrity-

Justice.”  (Patch courtesy of the 
Homewood Police Department.  See 

related story on Page 3.)  
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Above:  The motorcycle 
police patch still used on 

Homewood Police 
Department uniforms.  

(Patch courtesy of 
Homewood Police 

Department.) 



A Brief History of the Homewood Police  

by Jim Wright 

The year 2002 marks the centennial of the 

appointment of the first full-time police 
officer in Homewood.  Prior to this, and 

following Homewood’s incorporation in 1893, 

the Village Board appointed a constable who 

provided police services on an “as needed” 
basis.  Additional “special police” were 

appointed to assist the 

constable in 
maintaining the peace 

at village picnics, 

dances, and other 

events.  August Oberin 
was the first constable 

appointed in 1893. 

Homewood native 

Walter J. Gleason was 

the first full-time 
officer.  Gleason, born 

in 1878, was the son of 

John and Margaret 
Gleason.  His father 

was an Illinois Central employee and died 

when Walter was four years old.  Maie, 

Walter’s sister, was also well known in the 
community, teaching in the public school.  

The family lived in a home at the southeast 

corner of Main Street (Ridge Road) and 

Martin.  The home was moved before the turn 
of the twentieth century to 18339 Martin 

Avenue, where it stands today.   

At the time of Gleason’s appointment, 

Homewood had about 500 residents and, 
except for the occasional petty break-in and 

the need to intervene at fights at village 

dances, there wasn’t much police work to be 

done in these early years.  Gleason worked 
long hours, from 4 p.m. to 4 a.m., seven days 

a week.  At nights, he was accompanied on 

his rounds by his Brindle bulldog Don.  Don 

served as an effective deterrent to anyone 
“snooping around” at night.   

While a notable photo of Gleason in his early 

years on the force pictures him astride a 

horse, he rarely rode one on patrol.  Instead, he 

walked a beat and would commandeer a horse 
and buggy from the local livery if needed.  In 

later years, Gleason recalled his horse riding 

was confined primarily to leading community 

parades. 

As Homewood grew, a second officer was added 
so police protection could be provided day and 

night.  By 1917, Dixie 

Highway was paved, and 
Homewood’s first traffic 

light was installed later 

that year.  The village 

purchased a motorcycle 
in 1918 and a succession 

of officers used this or 

their own “bikes” to 

control speeders and 
other traffic violators. 

By 1924, officers were 

patrolling the village in 

a donated yellow Ford 
coupe.  The 

department’s first new car, another Ford, was 

purchased in 1931.  Through the 1930s and 

1940s, the police force consisted of Chief Gleason 
and three officers.  The population growth of the 

1950s, 1960s and 1970s greatly increased calls 

for police services, and the department’s 

complement of officers grew comparatively.  

Today, the department is nationally accredited 
and utilizes the most modern methods and 

equipment.  Thirty-four sworn officers protect 

the citizens of Homewood, and this number is 
augmented by 10 reserve officers, 10 

dispatchers, three records clerks, and two 

community service officers.  The department 

operates a fleet of vehicles, including 11 marked 
squad cars, five unmarked units, two 

motorcycles, and four bicycles. 

Despite the changes that have occurred over the 

last century, members of the department have 

always lived up to the motto emblazoned on 
their uniform patch:  “Service-Integrity-Justice.” 
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Homewood Police Officer Albert Toberman and the 
1931 Ford patrol car—the department’s first new 

automobile.  (Photograph courtesy of Susan White.) 



Ray Taylor Reminisces 

Editors’ Note:  In keeping with our theme of 
Police Department recollections, Ray Taylor 

shares his reminiscences of his village service, 

including “volunteering” with the Fire and 

Police Departments, over many decades.  The 
photographs are 

courtesy of Ray. 

In the early 1920s, 

my parents, Helen 

and George Taylor, 
moved to Homewood 

from the Roseland 

area with my two 

older sisters and me.  
A younger sister was 

born after we moved 

to Homewood. 

My parents built a 

two-story, frame 
house on an acre of 

land at 1714 183rd 

Street.  There were 
a few paved streets 

and some brick 

sidewalks for public walkways scattered 

throughout Homewood.  Also, there were a 
few stores on Ridge Road in uptown 

Homewood with wood planking for sidewalks 

in the late 1920s and early 1930s.  Most 

every home had a backyard flower and 
vegetable garden.   

In the 1930s, we kids would roller skate 

indoors at the Gottschalk Pavilion, located at 

the southwest corner of 183rd Street and 
Harwood Avenue (now known as Merchants 

Park).  Also in the 1930s, John Streator and 

his wife owned and operated a delicatessen in 

a two-story brick building next to Ruge’s 
garage (which garage is now known as 

Chuck’s House of Magic on the southeast 

corner of 183rd Street and Dixie Highway).  

The Streators had a good variety of 
vegetables, canned goods, meats, and dairy 

products, and they had established a good 

trade with many customers since there were 

a limited number of grocery stores (with the 

exception of Clothier’s on Ridge Road). 

On January 30, 1939, Homewood had a real 
winter blizzard, complete with winds from the 

northeast at 15-20 miles per hour and drifts 

four feet deep 

and 16 to 18 
inches on the 

level.  Around 

8:00 that 
morning, the 

Homewood 

village fire 

whistle blew 
for an hour 

and a half 

when I 

received a 
phone call 

from my next 

door boyhood 

friend Johnny 
Phelan that 

he could see 

black smoke 
billowing from a house on Ashland Avenue.  

He and I took off on foot, plowing through 

some waist-high snow downtown heading east 

on 183rd Street to Ashland Avenue and then 
north on Ashland to the burning house at 

18216 Ashland.  The house belonged to Mr. 

and Mrs. Merlyn Cleveland.  Cleveland was at 

work with the Illinois Central Railroad at the 
time of the fire.  Mrs. Cleveland and their two 

sons, five-year-old James and two-year-old 

Thomas, fled when the flames were 

discovered.  They were unharmed and went to 
a friend’s house directly next door—the Henry 

Twietmeyer residence.  When Johnny and I 

arrived, Henry was outside spraying the side 
of his house with a garden hose.   

Henry asked us to keep spraying with the 

garden hose while he went to check on his wife 

in their house, where she had started moving 

some of their belongings out into the yard.  
(Continued on page 5) 
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Homewood American Legion Post #483 Drill Team, circa 1954.  
Ray Taylor is fourth from the left in the first row.  Ray, along with 

other Post members, was recruited by then-Police Chief Mel 
Meyer to assist Homewood police officers who patrolled 

businesses and neighborhoods at night.   



the roof, for at least 25 minutes or more before 

the third Homewood fireman arrived, then a 
fourth and a fifth, and they finished the job of 

saving the Twietmeyers’ house and 

extinguishing the Cleveland house fire. 

Chief Kuhn asked John and me to report to him 

at the Homewood fire station at our convenience.  
We did that a couple of days later—John and I 

were high school juniors at the time—and Chief 

Kuhn asked if we would sign up for the 
Homewood Volunteer Firemen when we 

graduated from high school.  Unfortunately, we 

never did, because we both went to work for the 

Illinois Central Railroad when we graduated.   

I coached Little League in the 1950s with our 
two sons, Thomas and Daniel.  During this time, 

Police Chief Mel Meyer, who was a member of 

Homewood American Legion Post 483, selected a 

few members from the post to assist other 
Homewood police officers who patrolled business 

and streets at night.  I patrolled various 

locations with Officer John Marts or with Officer 
Bill Utermark, usually in the evenings from 7:00 

until 10:30. 

Pretty soon, we heard sirens from Homewood’s 
fire truck coming east on 183rd Street to 

Ashland.  They stopped at the corner behind a 

state snow plow truck.  There were two firemen 

on the fire truck:  Fire Chief Nick Kuhn and 
driver Tom White, who owned a flower shop in 

uptown Homewood.  Chief Kuhn came wading 

through the snow down Ashland to the burning 

house, where flames had already burst through 
the roof.  He asked John and me to drop the 

garden hose and go up to the fire truck and see 

if we could pull the fire hose down Ashland to 
the burning house.  We did.  Fireman White fed 

the hose off the reel and we pulled it down 

Ashland through the heavy, wet snow. 

After falling down half a dozen times, we made 

it to the fire.  At that time, Chief Kuhn told us 
to get a good footing as he was going to signal 

Fireman White to turn the truck water pump 

on; he told us to pull the hose nozzle handle 

back slowly or we’d go flying.  We sprayed 
water from the burning Cleveland house, which 

had collapsed into the basement, over to the 

north side of the Twietmeyer house, including 

(Continued from page 4) 

Ray Taylor Reminisces. . . .   
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D-H & Annual Meeting Reports, etc. . . .  

Exciting news to report:  Nearly all of the work on the Dorband-Howe House has been completed 

with funds from the state grant we were awarded nearly two years ago.  As you know, the Museum 
has been closed for most of the spring to perform this work, which included tuckpointing, outside 

painting, new gutters, roof repair, and basement waterproofing.  The Board of Directors is also 

discussing the possibility of painting the interior as the balance of the exterior work is finished.  It 

should be a real showplace soon—so be sure to pay a visit once we resume regular hours 
(remembering, of course, that admission is FREE if you’re an HHS member!).   

 

May 8 also brought the Annual Meeting and Year in Review.  At this meeting, the membership 

passed the revisions to the Constitution and Bylaws, copies of which were sent to all members in 
advance of the meeting for review and comment.  In addition, the following officers and directors 

were installed:  President, Jim Wright; Vice President, Marvin Austin; Secretary, Karen 

Smith; Treasurer, Joan Brazzale; and Directors Connie Egdorf, Dick Knuth, Mary 
(Continued on page 7) 



Board. 

HHS News You Can Use 

PAGE 6 HOMEWOOD HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEWSLETTER  SUMMER 2002 

HHS has been actively involved in a 

number of events this spring, and we 
thought it appropriate to give you a wrap-

up on them. 

• April 27 and 28 saw 

many HHS members 

spending the weekend 
at Ravisloe Country 

Club.  On Saturday the 

27th, the Girl Scouts of 
South Cook County held 

a breakfast fundraiser 

celebrating Girl 

Scouting’s 90th 
anniversary.  All HHS 

Girl Scout alumnae who 

contributed to the 

spring edition of the 
newsletter on the 

Homewood Girl Scout 

organization were 

invited to attend, and 
HHS had an extensive display table of 

memorabilia (see the photograph of 

Member Shirley Smiddy posing with her 
1937 uniform). 

• On Sunday afternoon, members and 

guests—including those special honorees 

who have called 

Homewood home for 
50 years—were 

honored at an HHS 

Old Timers’ Tea.  

The event, chaired 

by Directors Elaine 

Egdorf and Connie 

Egdorf, was a 
wonderful afternoon 
of reminiscing, 

reconnecting with 

old friends, and 
making new ones.  

Thank you to those 

who attended and to 

Elaine and Connie 

and their committee for a lovely event.   

• The third event, held on Saturday, 

June 8, was the first-
ever “Dixie Dash.”  

Dozens of classic 

automobiles cruised 

with precision speed 
from Blue Island to St. 

Anne—including the 

classic 1928 Ford 
pictured below.  As 

Homewood-Flossmoor 

Star reporter Matt 

Kelly put it, “The 
challenge was based 

on timing and 

directions—not speed. 

. . .  All the 
communities involved 

had worked together 

on the event for 

months, and every one 
had a festival organized to greet the 

cars. . . .  ‘How often do people in 

Momence work with people in 

Homewood,’ [HHS President] Jim 

Wright said.  ‘Next year this will be 
even bigger and better.  Hopefully, this 

will get the Southland on the map.’” 

HHS Director 

Elaine Egdorf 
orchestrated 

the Homewood 

event and 
coordinated 

activities 

between the 
communities as 

the chairman of 

the Homewood 

Heritage 
Committee, a 

committee  

appointed by 

the Village 
A 1928 Ford prior to its “dash down the Dixie.”  (Photograph 

courtesy of Kris Condon.) 

Member Shirley Smiddy with her Intermediate Girl 
Scout uniform at the HHS memorabilia table.  
(Photograph courtesy of Carol Kocan of Girl 

Scouts of South Cook County.) 



—if you see the word “EXPIRED” in red on your newsletter label.   In order to guarantee un-

interrupted delivery of the newsletters and a copy of the upcoming membership directory, we 

must receive your renewal NOW.     
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McDermed, and Shirley Smiddy.  Dick’s term expires in 2003; the other newly installed 
directors’ terms expire in 2005. 

 

The Annual Meeting also brought a vote for the Volunteer of the Year.  The award is a traveling 

Homewood brick that the winner keeps for a period of one year.  This year’s winner was Kris 
Condon, who will now join Elaine Egdorf and Pat Bannon as three-time winners and as a 
“Lifetime Volunteer.”  Once members are named as Lifetime Volunteers, they are no longer eligible 

for the annual award.   

 

Your editors also want to welcome Member Elfrieda Heuer on board as a Contributing Editor—
and are we glad to have her join us!  Many of you have seen Elfrieda at the front table at our 

meetings; she’s either meeting, greeting, taking dues, or recruiting you to join if you’re a guest, and 

she’s also contributed several terrific articles to the newsletter over the past several issues.  Now 

she’ll get extra duties, which include stapling, folding, labeling, sorting, and rubber-banding!  
Thank you, Elfrieda, for your willingness to volunteer your time. 

 

We also regret that we have two deaths to report.  HHS sends its condolences to Members 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Phone: 708-799-1896 

Patricia Hogensen and James Bobek on the death of Patricia’s husband, John, in April.  We 

also regret to report the passing of Member Dorothy Rowley, who many of you knew as a 
Museum tour guide, on April 9.  Dorothy also worked as a volunteer for the National Alliance for 

Mentally Ill (NAMI), and her husband, HHS Member John, and their five children request that 
any memorials in Dorothy’s name be donated to NAMI at Box 275, Olympia Fields (zip 60461). 

 

And a final reminder:  Your history and reminiscences are key to the success (not to mention the 

interest level) of this newsletter—but if you haven’t yet renewed your membership, please do so 

TODAY.  As a rule, attempting to renew memberships that expire after the May 31 year end 
means that we have to recruit at least three new families annually to pay for the cost of those 

attempts.  The Homewood Historical Society has always been fiscally responsible, and it makes 

every attempt to include content in its publications (such as the newsletter, directory, or other 

publicity) using the most cost-effective means possible.   

...So please, give YOUR Society a helping hand by reviewing your mailing label today.  If it says 
“EXPIRED” in red letters, this is the last newsletter you’ll receive—and we don’t want that!  Keep 

your membership—and your interest in Homewood’s history—current by sending your renewal to 

HHS at Post Office Box 1144, Homewood, IL  60430.  Thank you! 

Kris Condon, Dick Condon, and Elfrieda Heuer, Contributing Editors 

(Continued from page 7) 
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