
Homewood, Illinois 60430 

Meetings and Things 

to Remember 

• Fall meetings begin 

September 10, 2003 

7:30 p.m. 

St. Paul Church 

18200 Dixie Highway 

• Watch for HHS 

cookbooks, available this 

fall! 

• Civil War Veteran Marker 

Dedication July 13, 2003 

2 pm, Veterans’ Park.  

Please join us. 
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Homewood’s Award-Winning 4th   

by Jim Wright 

July 4, 1921 

For some years before and shortly after the First Great War, Homewood’s 

4th of July festivities were virtually non-existent.  The day was spent by 

many families enjoying picnics at home and some even traveled to 
neighboring towns like Blue Island and Harvey to watch the parades and 

fireworks in these communities.  By 1920, Homewood Post 483 of the 

American Legion, organized in December 1919, felt this state of affairs was 

hardly worthy of a village like Homewood and these men took steps to 
remedy the situation.  A “Community Day” was first discussed by members 

of the post in August 1920.  Too late to do anything for that year, the 

American Legion immersed itself into making plans for July 4, 1921. 

Through much of the 
following year, 

Legionnaires worked on 

plans for this grand 
event and other 

Homewood 

organizations, 

including the Village 
Board, Fire 

Department, 

International Order of 

Odd Fellows, Patriotic 
Order—Sons of 

America, Modern 

Woodmen of America, 

Plattendeutsche Guilde, 
Royal Neighbors, Camp 

Fire Girls, Boy Scouts 

and the Women’s Club, 
were invited to assist.  

A parade, picnic, 

ballgame, races and 

dancing were the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Above:  Sign reads, “Community Day, July 4, 1921.  A 
day full of fun and pleasure.  Races-dancing-baseball.  

Gottschalk’s Pavilion, Homewood, Illinois.”  Vehicles are 
headed south on the Dixie Highway approaching Main 

Street (now Ridge Road).  The house in the background 
was at the northwest corner of Ridge and Dixie and is 
now occupied by a gas station.  (Photo courtesy of Jim 

Wright and HHS.) 



Homewood’s Award-Winning 4th, cont’d. . . . 

events planned, and the highlight of the day 

was to be the dedication of a memorial plaque in 
honor of the four Homewood servicemen who 

lost their lives in World War I.  As an indication 

of the potential success of the upcoming event, 
the legion quickly solicited sufficient funds to 

purchase the bronze plaque and Judge Jabez C. 

Howe, son of an early pioneer, donated a large 

boulder from his farm on which the tablet was 
mounted. 

July 4, 1921, dawned a warm, clear day and 

quite a delegation of residents turned out for the 

first event, the flag raising at the village 
flagpole, which at the time was located at the 

northeast corner of the intersection of Main 

Street (Ridge Road) and Dixie Highway.  At ten 

o’clock the fire siren sounded signaling the start 
of the parade.  The village turned out en masse 

with floats of every description for the parade 

believed to have been the longest in Homewood 

history to that time.  Almost every business and 
fraternal organization in the community were 

represented by over 35 floats of a variety of 

designs. 

After the parade, residents adjourned to the 
grounds adjacent to Gottschalk Pavilion for a 

(Continued from page 1) 

picnic followed by a baseball game between the 

Homewood lodges of the Oddfellows and the 
Patriotic Order-Sons of America.  The 

Oddfellows won the game, which was dubbed 

the Championship of Homewood.  A silver cup 

was presented by the American Legion to the 
Oddfellows as their trophy.   

At two o’clock, while legion members stood in 

formation in full uniform, in what was one of 

the hottest days of the year, the bronze 
memorial plaque and boulder installed at the 

base of the village flag pole was unveiled and 

presented to the citizens of Homewood.  An 

invocation was made by Reverend Oscar 
Silberman of St. Paul’s Church, followed by an 

address by Father Michael Kane of St. Joseph’s 

Church and acceptance speeches by Mayor 
Fred Gold and Dr. William Doepp.  Reverend 

J.W. Malone of the 

First Presbyterian 

Church ended the 
ceremonies with a 

benediction.   

Later in the 

afternoon, races and 
games for boys and 

girls were held in 

Gottschalk’s Park 

and prizes, donated 
by local businesses, 

were presented to 

the winners.  At four 

o’clock that evening, 
dancing got 

underway at the 

pavilion to music 

provided by a five-
piece orchestra.  The 

festivities did not 

end until midnight.  

Community Day 
1921 was a 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Above:  Homewood schoolchildren at the 
Chicago Daily News flag presentation.  (DN-

0073530, Chicago Daily News negatives 
collection, Chicago Historical Society.)  

Above:  “In memory of the 
men of Homewood who 

gave their lives in the World 
War. . . .  This tablet is 

erected by their friends and 
comrades.”  (Note the stars 
displayed at the right of the 

flag instead of the left.  
Original postcard on file at 

HHS.) 



Homewood’s Award-Winning 4th, cont’d. . . . 

resounding success in every aspect and 
Homewood residents weren’t the only ones to 

think so.  Later that July, Homewood officials 

were notified by the Chicago Daily News that 
the village had won the paper’s award for the 
community presenting the best Fourth of 

July celebration.  The Daily News’ selection 
committee was impressed by how the 

American Legion had “aroused the patriotic 
pride of the town in its own sons to such an 

extent…they were willing to work together on 

committees to put through a difficult program 
which ran from early ‘morn until late in the 

evening.” 

The Daily News award was the nexus for 
another celebration.  On Saturday September 

17th, the village and residents from 
surrounding communities turned out again in 

large numbers for the presentation of the 

award, a beautiful silk American flag, by 
members of the paper’s editorial board.  

Homewood was bedecked with flags and 

flowers for the day and a parade, led by the 

American Legion and the school children of 
town, traversed the Dixie Highway north to 

Triangle Park at the corner of Dixie Highway 

and Harwood Avenue.  At four o’clock, the 

formal program in the park began with an 
invocation by the legion chaplain followed by 

the singing of “America” by the school 

children and spectators accompanied by the 

(Continued from page 2) 100-piece Daily News Newsboys Band.  A 
quartet sang several additional selections after 

which Mr. Anthony Czarnacki of the Daily News 
presented the flag to the village, accepted by Mr. 

Otto Reich, the village attorney.  After speeches 

and a banquet for the band, the newsboys gave a 
concert in the park and the evening concluded 

with a street dance on the Dixie Highway.     

While Homewood’s celebration was not the 

largest in the county and it did not include the 
thrills of a fireworks display, it did include the 

elements the Daily News found most important; 
God, family community and patriotism - the 

same elements that serve as the hallmarks for 
the village’s “award winning” celebrations today. 

The memorial was initially installed on the 

northeast corner of Main Street (Ridge Road) and 

Dixie Highway.  At this time, the Merten home was 

located just north of the intersection on Dixie 

Highway, since the “Homewood” building, which 

stands on this corner today, was not built until 

1925.  The memorial was moved in 1922, due to 

Main Street road improvements, to a site called 

Triangle Park located at Dixie Highway and 

Harwood Avenue (the location of the old library at 

17900 Dixie Highway).  The memorial was located 

there until it was moved to the Veterans’ Memorial 

Park on Harwood Avenue in 1989, where it remains 

today.  Information for this article was taken from 

the American Legion history and the Chicago 

Heights Star editions of September 15 and 22,1921.   
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. . . And Its Disastrous “Following 4th” 
by Jim Wright 

July 4, 1922 

Buoyed by the success of the 4th of July events in 1921, the Homewood Post of the American Legion 

began plans almost immediately for bigger and better activities for the 1922 Independence Day 
celebrations.  The intent and planning were good; however, the results proved disastrous.   

In addition to staging a parade and street dance on the 4th of July in conjunction with other village 

(Continued on page 4) 



. . . Its Disastrous “Following 4th,” cont’d. . . . 

organizations, the American Legion also 
sponsored an aviation “thrill show” as a 

means of drawing crowds and raising funds.  

The Legion engaged the Ralph Diggins Flying 

Circus to perform aerial acrobatics and other 
stunts and to also give many in the crowd 

their first trip in an “aero plane.”  The aerial 

circus was to be performed on three days 

beginning Saturday, July 1st, continuing 
Sunday the 2nd, and ending on Tuesday, July 

4th.  A large field north of Hazel Crest on 

167th Street was the site selected to hold this 
event to allow adequate room for the 

spectators and for the planes to safely take 

off and land. 

The first day of the “flying circus” went off 

without a hitch and the crowds were large 
and enthusiastic.  The second day, July 2nd, 

was even better.  The Chicago Daily Tribune 
of July 3, 1922, estimated the crowds at 

almost 5,000 people from Homewood and the 
surrounding communities.  The paper 

indicated this “great throng” was treated to 

“a dozen planes whirring through the air, 
performing nose dives, tail spins, barrel rolls, 

Immelman turns and all other hair raisers of 

the aerial art.” 

The highlight of the day was to be a stunt 

performed by Louis James, an 18-year-old 
employee of the Diggins company known as 

the “boy aviator.”  In the stunt, James 

climbed to the top wing of one of the bi-planes 

from the show and, lying flat upon its 
surface, grasped two struts and gave the 

signal to the pilot to go.  The plane took off 

and a companion plane followed behind until 
both reached a cruising height of about 800 

feet in the air.  At this time, James worked 

himself to a standing position while the pilot 

of the second aircraft rose above the first and 
dropped a “dangling ladder” to James, who 

was to climb it to the top wing of the second 

airplane.  Twice the pilot in the upper craft 

brought the ladder within reach of James’ 

(Continued from page 3) 

outstretched hands, but not close enough.   

“Again the ships roared over the field while 

thousands watched below.  The upper plane 
came lower, so near the other, the spectators 

gasped.  The ladder plainly visible moved 

nearer and nearer to James now standing on 

the wing.  He grasped it.  And then . . . James 
and the ladder were thrown squarely into the 

propeller of the lower ship, a heavy bar of 

wood revolving at 1500 revolutions per 
minute.”  James’ body crumpled and dropped 

into the horrified crowds below almost at the 

feet of his fiancée, Miss Clara Trissman. 

Physicians in the crowd rushed to render aid 

to James but to no avail; he died before 
reaching the ground.  Trissman sank to the 

ground unconscious and was carried from the 

field to be revived.  Others bore hysterical and 

fainting women to nearby homes for sedatives 
to calm their frazzled nerves.   

Needless to say, this turn of events ended the 

flying circus for the day.  Remarkably, the 

“show did go on” on the final day, the 4th of 
July, and the results were equally as tragic.  

At the end of the day on the 4th, as the very 

last plane was being taken up for a ride, a 

caddy from one of the nearby golf clubs got too 
close to the plane and had his “skull torn off” 

by the propeller.  The lad was rushed to the 

hospital but died on the way.  

While the Homewood American Legion 

certainly was not responsible for these tragic 
incidents, the events of July 4, 1922, did cast a 

pall over the Legion’s 4th of July activities for a 

number of years to come. 

Author’s Note:  Information provided for this 

article taken from the History of Homewood 

Post 483 of the American Legion and the July 

3, 1922, edition of the Chicago Daily Tribune, 

courtesy of Joan Brazzale.   
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We all have fond 

memories of “the Dixie,” 
whether it be the 

underground walkway 

from Standard School to 

one of the other 
“campuses” on Ridge 

Road, a movie at the 

Homewood Theater, or a 

walk to Mitchell’s Ice 
Cream on a warm 

summer evening.  This 

spring and summer will 
have brought three 

interesting historic 

events to our highway. 

On June 1, HHS 

members turned out in 
force for the dedication of 

an Illinois State 

Historical Society 

highway marker, which 
is now permanently 

situated on the 

southwest corner of Dixie 
Highway and Hickory 

Road (in Independence 

Park, just north of 

Savoia’s T’Go Shop).  The 
Village of Homewood’s 

Heritage Committee, 

chaired by HHS Director 

Elaine Egdorf and 
including HHS Director 

Joan Brazzale, Vice 

President Jim Wright, 
and Member Cathy 

Kloss, is a group appointed by the Village 
Board.  Their job is to preserve and promote 

the history of this historic highway.  According 

to an interview Elaine gave to the Chicago 

Tribune, the committee spent three years 
gathering historical research on this set of 

parallel roads beginning in Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan, and winding through Indiana, Ohio, 

Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, the Carolinas, 

and Florida.     

The June 1 ceremony 

included HHS Director 

Connie Egdorf’s rendition 
of “The Star Spangled 

Banner”; remarks from 

Village President Richard 

Hofeld; a reading of Dixie 
Highway’s history by 

Elaine; and comments on 

behalf of HHS by President 

Karen Smith.  In Karen’s 
remarks, she said, “The 

Homewood Historical 
Society is proud to have 

played a part in bringing 

this historic marker to 

Homewood.  Most of us 
know what an important 

part the railroad played in 

the development of 

Homewood and the south 
suburbs.  Some of us have 

heard about—and  a few 

remember—Homewood's 

little Washington Park 
Airport at 187th and 

Halsted Streets, where 

fighter pilots received 
training in the early days 

of World War II.  This 

historical recollection of the 

importance of automobile 
travel through the South 

suburbs is a welcome 

addition to our great 

transportation heritage.” 

HHS’s name is permanently etched on the Dixie 
Highway marker; the Society underwrote half its 

cost to bring, as Elaine put it in a recent Village 

Key article, “prestige and honor to Homewood.  
Soon we will see cars with out-of-state license 

plates stopping to read the story of this historic 

road.” 

(Continued on page 6) 

Drivin’ the Dixie in the Summertime  
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Dixie Highway was the first national road linking 
industrial northern states to agricultural 

southern states.  Several governors met in 
1915 to consider an improved road to Miami.  
Ten states lobbied for inclusion, resulting in 

eastern and western divisions.  In Illinois, the 
route started in Chicago, traveled through Blue 
Island, Homewood and Chicago Heights, then 

followed what today is Route 1 to Danville.  
There it turned east toward Indiana.  By 1923, 

the official map of Dixie Highway covered a 
network of 6,000 improved roadway miles. 

The Dixie Highway Association took over work 
begun by the governors.  Many counties funded 

and built the highway while poorer counties 
required private and federal aid.  Citizens took 
brushes in hand to paint “DH” in red and white 
on poles, marking the way for travelers.  Gas 
stations and mechanics were rare.  Motorists 
carried extra gas and tools.  Travelers packed 
tents or rented rooms.  Soon tourist camps, 
cabins, roadside diners and service garages 
sprouted.  The road was a significant supply 

route during both World Wars. 
Dixie Highway follows one of the oldest, most 
historic Illinois trails.  Native Americans and 

trapper-traders traced a path worn by animals 
along the eastern Illinois border.  In the 1820’s 
Gurdon Saltonstall Hubbard established trading 

posts along the trail, identified as Hubbard’s 
Trace and Vincennes Trail on old maps.  In 
1835, the Illinois General Assembly ordered 

that a state road be established and mile 
markers placed thereon. 

 
Village of Homewood Heritage Committee 

Homewood Historical Society 
Illinois State Historical Society 

June 2003 

Text of the Dixie Highway Marker 



And many of those cars came from out of the area on 
June 21, when the “Dixie Dash” rolled through town.  

Unlike last year’s event, all auto owners were invited to 

drive their own cars down “the Dixie” from Blue Island 

to Momence.  Participants joined the tour in Blue Island 
between 9:00 and 10:00 a.m. or could start in any other 

town along Dixie Highway at any point.  At the final 

stop in Momence, drivers participated in “Dixie Dayz,” 

an all-day festival concluding with a swing band concert 
at twilight along the banks of the Kankakee River.  This 

event was also sponsored by the Village Heritage 

Committee. 

Finally, our Dixie coverage would be incomplete without 

special thanks to Member Jim Bannon, who recently 
set up a display at The Fifth Quarter Tap on Dixie 

Highway to recognize the men and women of the Armed Forces and their efforts on our behalf.  Jim 

has gathered an impressive display of uniforms from HHS members and non-members, including: 

• The Army (Donald Walker; Larry Smith, father of Member Marilyn Austin; Jack 

Henneberry; Robert Kern, brother of HHS Treasurer Pat Bannon; Roy Kentish, brother of 

HHS Member Roxy Marsh;  and Director Richard Condon); 

• The Navy (Members Ed Gordon; Jim Bannon; Carl Sholeen; and Member Joan Brazzale’s 
brother); 

• The Air Force (Member Truex Upchurch);  

• The Marines (Dick Hamilton). 

So there’s a lot of activity on “the Dixie” here of late.  Stop by and see how the history of your town 
is being remembered! 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Display of United States military uniforms at 
the Fifth Quarter.  (Photo courtesy of Kris 

Condon.) 

Homewood on Television 
Remember Don McNeill’s “Breakfast Club”?  Well, CBS 2 (Chicago) News has its own 

version of that get-together on its 5 to 7 a.m. broadcast—and Homewood was profiled 
on June 17.  CBS 2 Meteorologist Ed Curran came to Tom’s Family Restaurant to 

share Homewood happenings during the program’s weather breaks.  In addition to interviewing 

owner Tom Kataris, H-F Park District Director Jill Bartholomew, and Village President Rich 
Hofeld, Curran also interviewed Member Jim Bannon, who coordinated the event.  Over a stack of 
pancakes, Jim described the locations of several photographed Homewood landmarks, including the 

Illinois Central viaduct, Standard School, and the Homewood Theater.  (Jim also told the audience 

that Dixie Highway had to be widened to make room for the yellow line, but that’s another story!)  

Entertainment was also provided by the H-F String Quartet, the American Dance Center, Chuck’s 
House of Magic, and Jim Bulanda, Balagio’s in-house entertainment.  What a great way to put 

Homewood on the map! 
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HHS lost a longtime advocate with the passing of Member Margaret Meyer in February.  Margaret, 
the widow of Police Chief Mel Meyer, was a lifelong Homewood resident.  Margaret was a generous 
contributor to HHS, including the recent donation of a rifle belonging to Conrad Riegel, one of Mel’s 

ancestors.  Margaret is survived by two children, four grandchildren, and her sister, HHS Member 

Alice Wilson Enright.  In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials to the Homewood 
Paramedics or to St. Paul Lutheran Church in Chicago Heights. 

 

HHS extends its sympathies to the family of Member Catheleen Kahn Healey, who died on March 

30, 2003.  Catheleen met her husband, the late Robert Healey, through her work with the Chicago 
Teachers Union.  She also worked to raise awareness of hepatitis, an illness which ran in her family 
and which she herself fought for many years.  Catheleen is survived by her father, three sons, four 

daughters, and seven grandchildren.  Contributions may be made to the Rehabilitation Institute of 

Chicago, 345 East Superior Street (zip 60611) or the American Liver Foundation/Illinois Chapter, 27 

East Monroe Street, Chicago (zip 60603). 

 

HHS extends its thanks to Member Delma McLeod for her gift in memory of Margaret Kuch and 

to Member Roxana Kentish Marsh for her contribution of grade school report cards. 

 

HHS also received a wonderful recollection from Member Linda Piani Bohannon.  Linda wrote to 
share recipes for the upcoming cookbook with us and had this to say about her days in Homewood:  

“In the 1940s, I lived at 18340 Martin Avenue with my parents, John and Lorayne Piani, and my 

brother, Jerry.  We rented a second floor apartment in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Pete Calgaro.  Mrs. 

Calgaro would make the best Italian pastry—she called them crullers.  She gave the recipe to my 
mother.  It’s been passed down to me, my daughter Lori and now the grandchildren.   

“After my father was killed in World War II on March 30, 1945, my mother went to work in a building 

in the alley behind the Martin Avenue address.  It was run by Henry Twietmeyer.  They made ice 

cream and cut meat for his stores.  I remember many times my brother and I would visit Mom at 
work.  We’d always get some free ice cream.   

“In the 50’s, we moved to 18218 Ashland Avenue.  Henry and Rosalie Twietmeyer lived there before 

us.  I attended Central and Standard Schools.  I have many good memories of Homewood.  One of 

them was learning how to dance in the Ridge School gym to the song ‘Glo Worm.’  I think it was 7th or 

8th grade.”  Thank you so much, Linda, for sharing your recollections with us. 

 

And like daughter, like mother. . . .  In a letter received shortly after Linda’s, her mother, Member 

Lorayne Tornow Piani, shared her own recollections with us:  “I’m sure a lot of people in 
Homewood remember Doepp’s Pond on Dixie Highway, across the street from where the Community 
Church is built now.  Oh what fun we always had there sliding on our sleds down the big hill onto the 

frozen pond.  I always stayed too long and thought my toes would freeze and fall off on the two blocks 

I had to walk to my home on Evergreen Road.  Some of us used a coal shovel without a handle in place 
(Continued on page 8) 

Important Member Information 
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Important Member Information, cont’d. . . .  

of a sled.  The property belonged to Dr. 
Doepp, whose home and office was on 

Martin Avenue.”  Thank you, Lorayne, for 

sharing your memories! 

 

HHS Member Dorothy Walker was 

recently profiled in a Homewood-Flossmoor 

Star article for her participation in the 
Heart’s Desire program at Arden Courts 
Alzheimer’s Assisted Living in Hazel Crest.  

She wanted to be able to walk through 

downtown Homewood and talk with store 

owners as she had done almost every day 
for many years.  The Heart’s Desire 

program coordinated that effort, and 

Dorothy had a wonderful day visiting with 

her “downtown friends.” 

 

HHS also received the following 

correspondence from Member Frances 

(Continued from page 7) Cowing Schauer in response to our last 
newsletter covering Homewood’s participation in 
the 1933 Chicago World’s Fair (“A Century of 

Progress”):  “The World’s Fair in 1933 was fun.  

I paid to take a ride in the Goodyear Blimp, and 

decided I liked planes with engines better. 

“My sister, [Member] Tonetta Cowing 

Wehmhoefer, was an actress in the children’s 
plays at the Children’s Island.  

“I had the pleasure of being an assistant in Art 

Young’s Archery Booth at the Fair.  He was 
famous nationally and internationally for 

hunting with the bow and killing African lions.  

He lived with the John Albrecht family, parents 

of [Member] Carma Jane Albrecht Stroupe. 

“Carma Jane told me that her dad spent 1928 
and 1929 in Africa collecting the animals for the 

famous waterhole exhibit at the Field Museum 

in Chicago and a special exhibit at the World’s 

Fair in 1933.”  Thank you, Frances, for sharing 
your recollections with us. 

Remembering Dick Knuth 1931-2003 

HHS lost a member of its Board this past March with the sudden passing of Director and former Vice 

President Dick Knuth.  Dick and his late wife, Joanne, first joined HHS in 1990, and he became a Life 

Member in 2000.  He served the Society in countless ways, including chairing our Budget Committee; 

working on the Building and Grounds Committee to cultivate the climbing roses that greet visitors; and 

serving on the Inventory Committee, where he inventoried items from pottery shards to wedding dresses 

to meeting minutes.  I will always remember our last inventory meeting the Saturday before his passing.  

He recounted with delight that he had finally perfected his recipe for Bourbon Bread Pudding.  When 

Dick Condon, coordinating the cookbook effort, sent a copy of the recipe back to Dick for approval, he 

told Dick Knuth that a recipe with good bourbon must be tasty.  Dick Knuth’s two-word written reply:  

“You rascal.”  That was classic Dick Knuth:  Quick-witted, hard-working, and a person who always 

finished that which he started.   

Dick was a man of many interests and diverse tastes.  He traveled extensively, was a Master Gardener 

with the Sauk Trail Rose Society, and sang in the choir at the Episcopal Church of St. John’s in 

Flossmoor.  In fact, Dick sang a solo at the dedication for the church’s new organ less than two weeks 

before his death.  It is fitting, then, that funeral services were held at St. John’s, and that he was interred 

in the church’s columbarium.  Dick leaves four children, nine grandchildren, and a brother.  The family 

requests that memorials be made to Lawrence Hall Youth Services, c/o St. John’s, P.O. Box 25, Flossmoor 

(zip 60422).  We’ll miss you, friend.  —Kris Condon 



Looking for a gift for a friend or family member?  Join today.   

Please CIRCLE the appropriate membership category. 

Family $15   Individual $10  Senior Individual or Student $7.50 

Senior Family $12.50 Life Member $150 per member 

Today’s Date_______________   Optional Contribution________________ 

Name_____________________________________________Phone (     )_____________________ 

Street____________________________________________________________________________ 

Town__________________________________________State________Zip___________________ 

E-mail address (if applicable)_______________________________________________________ 

_____ Check here if you do not wish to be listed in the Membership Directory. 

Mail check payable to HHS at Post Office Box 1144, Homewood, IL  60430.   

A Membership for a Friend? 

A Message from the President 

As your new president, I welcome you to our new year and hope you are enjoying your first of four 

fact-filled newsletters. 

This past year was a busy and productive one for HHS. Under the leadership of Jim Wright, in his 
third year as president, we began an extensive inventory program at the museum, and so far over 

1,100 treasures have been sorted, catalogued, and boxed. Soon all our donations and acquisitions 

will be listed on a database in our newly purchased computer. The exterior trim and the 

downstairs rooms were painted, the gardens were weeded and trimmed, and the white picket fence 
has been touched up. (Did you see the beautiful roses on the backyard trellis?) 

Other highlights included collecting recipes for our upcoming HHS cookbook; donating half the cost 

of the new Dixie Highway marker; museum visits by all 330 second-graders in Homewood as part 

of a school history unit; and meetings featuring many varied and well-attended programs. Our 
newsletter won an APEX award Honorable Mention for publication excellence. 

Don't forget to visit your Dorband-Howe House Museum (2035 West 183rd Street). It is again 
open on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 1 to 3 p.m., and an enthusiastic volunteer guide will take 

you on a personal tour. (One of the perks of membership is unlimited free visits, and you will 

probably see or learn something new each time!) 

I'm looking forward to an exciting—and challenging—year. Our regular meetings will begin 
Wednesday, September 10.  We hope to see you there! 

Karen Smith, 2003-2004 President 
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Civil War Veteran to be Honored July 13 
 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Homewood, IL  60430 

Permit No. 93 

HOMEWOOD HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

Dorband-Howe House Hours: 
Tuesdays and Saturdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Or by appointment 
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After 139 years, Homewood will be honoring its Civil War dead.  Through the combined efforts of HHS, the 

Homewood Veterans Committee, and the Homewood Posts of the American Legion and the VFW, plans call for 

dedicating a stone marker to honor the soldier from Homewood who died in 1864 at Andersonville.  The event,  

including reenactors of President and Mrs. Lincoln and Civil War soldiers, will take place Sunday, July 13, at 

2:00 p.m. in the village’s Veterans’ Memorial Park, located at Morris Avenue and Olive Road.   

Recent research has revealed that about 20 young men entered service with the Union Army from Thornton 

Station, the name of Homewood prior to 1869, and the areas immediately surrounding it.  One of these men 

was 21-year-old Private Benjamin C. Morris, who enlisted with Company F of the 8th Illinois Cavalry in 

September 1861.     

After enlisting in the Union Army, Morris and his regiment participated in many engagements, including 

Manassas, Antietam, and Gettysburg.  Morris was captured by Confederate troops near Madison Court House, 

Virginia, on September 22, 1863.  Initially sent to a prison camp near Richmond, he was subsequently 

transferred to Camp Sumter, a prison camp commonly known as Andersonville.  More than 45,000 Union 

soldiers were confined there during the prison’s 14-month existence; close to 13,000 of them died from disease, 

poor sanitation, malnutrition, or exposure to the elements.  These were the conditions Morris endured.    

A diary entry of one of the captives from July 9, 1864, described the camp as a “hell on Earth where it takes 7 

of its occupants to make a shadow.”  Four days after this entry, Morris was only able to escape this “hell on 

Earth” by succumbing to pneumonia.  Morris was buried at Andersonville and his grave remains there today.    

Since Morris’ death, there has been no official acknowledgement of his service or sacrifice in Thornton Station 

or later in Homewood.  After 139 years, the dedication of the marker at the Veteran’s Memorial will finally 

give Morris the recognition he so justly deserves. 
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