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Wally Burns VFW Post 8077 

Commander John Beele, 

November 2019.  The 

autographed Iwo Jima flag is in 

the background. 

The Autographed Iwo Jima Flag 
by John Beele, as told to Kris Condon 

 

Editor’s Note:  Because of the current worldwide health pandemic, 

HHS is suspending meetings and programming through 2020 and 

will instead focus on shorter, more frequently-issued newsletters to 

keep us all connected.  We wish you safety and good health in these 

challenging times. 

In November 2019, Homewood Wally 

Burns VFW Post 8077 Commander John 

Beele delivered a presentation on “The 

Story of the Autographed Iwo Jima Flag.”  

This U.S. Marine Corps flag contains the 

signatures of nearly 400 World War II 

veterans who fought in a battle that 

changed the tide of American history.  

Since that time, and before the COVID-19 

pandemic was declared, John attended 

the “75th Anniversary of the Battle for 

Iwo Jima Symposium” in Washington, 

D.C.  In a recent telephone interview 

with Kris Condon, John shared his 

recollections from the four-day event and 

his gift of the autographed treasure to 

the Museum of the Marine Corps in 

Washington. 

"Among the Americans serving on Iwo island, uncommon 

valor was a common virtue."   

Fleet Admiral Chester William Nimitz  

(https://www.iwojimaassociation.org, visited 8/3/2020).  

The Iwo Jima Association of America hosted a symposium 

commemorating the 75th anniversary of the Battle for Iwo Jima at 

the Arlington (VA) Hyatt Regency Hotel on February 26-29, 2020.  

John noted there were over 50 Iwo Jima veterans in attendance this 

year, compared with six last year; one veteran was 100 years old and 

the youngest was in his early 90s, with only three veterans in 
(Continued on page 2) 
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John Beele and the 
autographed Iwo Jima flag.  

(Photo courtesy of H-F 
Chronicle.)   
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wheelchairs.  According to the Iwo Jima Association of America (https://

www.iwojimaassociation.org/?page_id=1027), “American Airlines provided air 

transportation for any veteran and one companion. . . .  IJAA opened on Wednesday 

[February 26] with early registration and welcome aboard hospitality. . . .  On Thursday 

[February 27], our guests enjoyed a full day beginning with a police-escorted tour to and 

from the Udvar-Hazy Air and Space Museum near the Dulles Airport, followed by an 

afternoon memorial service at the Iwo Jima Memorial and parade of Marines.”  John noted 

there was an eight-motorcycle motorcade for four buses of veterans and their guests.  

Remarks were offered by General Mark A. Milley, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

and General David H. Berger, Commandant of 

the U.S. Marine Corps.  John recalled that 

General Milley, whose father, Alexander, 

fought on Iwo Jima, pressed a challenge coin 

into John’s palm during their introduction.  

[Editor’s Note:  A “challenge coin” bears an 

organizational emblem or insignia and was 

historically given to prove membership when 

“challenged.”  History reflects that challenge 

coins were often presented by unit 

commanders to unit members in recognition of 

special achievements and are also exchanged 

to commemorate special visits or events.]    

On Friday, February 28, guests were again 

escorted, this time to Quantico, the site of the 

U.S. Marine Corps Headquarters and the 

Museum of the Marine Corps.  The guests 

were greeted at the museum by Major General 

James Kessler, USMC (retired), President and 

CEO of the Marine Corps Heritage 

Foundation.  The event included a memorial 

service with remarks by Major General 

William F. Mullen, USMC, Commanding 

General of the Marine Corps Training and 

Education Command, followed by a tour of the 

Museum.  It is at this location that the 

autographed Iwo Jima Flag will be 

permanently stored and displayed in future 

years at the Iwo Jima Association reunion. 

On Leap Year Day, February 29, attendees 

participated in an educational symposium 
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Afternoon memorial service at Iwo Jima Memorial, 
Arlington National Cemetery.   

https://www.iwojimaassociation.org/?page_id=1004 

Gen. David Bice (President, Iwo Jima Association); 
Iwo Jima vet John Sofedes; Commandant Gen. 

David Berger; and John Beele  
at the presentation of the flag.   

(Photo courtesy of John Beele.)  



featuring historians Dr. Charles Neimeyer, James Oelke-Farlye, and Colonel Dick Camp, 

USMC (retired).  Additionally, attendees viewed a Marine Corps operational presentation 

by Lieutenant General George Smith, Deputy Commandant for Plans, Policy and 

Resources.  Marine Commandant General Berger also visited with veterans during a late 

afternoon VIP reception, and the evening concluded with a memorial banquet attended by 

over 500 veterans and guests.  In addition to General Berger, Japanese Ambassador 

Yoshitaka Sugiyama and Representative Yoshitaka Shindo—grandson of the Japanese 

Commander at Iwo Jima, Tadamichi Kuribayashi—were in attendance.  The highlight of 

the evening was John’s gift of the autographed Iwo Jima flag to the Association.   

As noted earlier, John reports the flag currently holds over 400 names.  While family 

members of a deceased veteran have asked John for permission to autograph the flag, he 

notes that it contains only two signatures of individuals who were not on Iwo Jima.  One of 

those signatures is his own.  The other is that of the brother of Harlon Henry Block, who 

died at the age of 20 on March 1, 1945 on Iwo Jima. 

According to Wikipedia (https://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harlon_Block#), Block 

joined the Marine Corps with seven of his high 

school classmates in February 1943.  He 

eventually became a Paramarine who 

participated in combat on Bougainville.  After 

the 1944 disbanding of the Paramarines, Block 

was one of the Marines who raised the second 

American flag on Mount Suribachi on February 

23, 1945, as shown in the iconic photograph 

Raising the Flag on Iwo Jima by photographer 

Joe Rosenthal. 

History notes that the first flag raised over 

Mount Suribachi at the south end of Iwo Jima 

was deemed too small.  Block, who was then a 

rifleman in the 5th Marine Division, was 

ordered up the mountain with three other 

Marines later that day to raise a larger flag.  

As there was no photograph of the first flag-

raising, the second flag-raising photograph 

became famous and was widely reproduced.  

Block was not recognized as one of the second 

flag-raisers until the Marine Corps announced 

the results of an investigation in January 1947 

that he was in the photograph and Sergeant 
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Signature of Joe Rosenthal, who photographed the 
iconic raising of the second American flag on Mount 

Suribachi on February 23, 1945.   
(Photo courtesy of  H-F Chronicle.)   

Commandant General David Berger meeting fellow 
Marine and Medal of Honor recipient Herschel 

Williams.  (Photo courtesy of Iwo Jima Association.) 
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Henry Hansen was not.   

Finally, John noted the last surviving Medal of Honor Marine who fought on Iwo Jima, 

Herschel Williams, was in attendance at the Symposium.  Raised on a dairy farm in West 

Virginia, Herschel was one of 11 children, and he tried to join the Marine Corps after 

Pearl Harbor.  A year or two later, he successfully enlisted.  This Medal of Honor recipient 

was a flamethrower operator who took out seven pillboxes on Iwo Jima as the flag was 

raised on Mount Suribachi that same day.   

John described the opportunity as “incredible”—and one for which he is forever grateful.  

As a recently retired community college educator, I’d like to use a couple of inches of space 

here as a bully pulpit in support of HHS’s scholarship philanthropy.   

For many students, their only way to finish school this year was to work online from 

home.  In our case at my institution, we converted all of our courses to a fully online 

format inside of six days and have been teaching 3,000 students in a virtual environment 

since then.  I’m not even aware of a school that allowed summer school instruction; at my 

institution, we’re not even permitting on-campus instruction this fall.  We don’t know 

whether higher education will take an enrollment drop this fall because parents want 

their kids to stay home—or whether local colleges will see enrollment explode for that 

very same reason.  In any case, the federal CARES money distributed to most higher 

education institutions comes 

out to about $200 per 

student.  In today’s dollars, 

that pays for approximately 

one book for about one 

class.  There will never, ever 

be enough to go around, and 

yet their educations must 

continue.  Don’t ever 

underestimate the 

importance of our 

philanthropy.  It 

matters.  Thanks from a 

grateful teacher.   

Introducing our two HHS 

Scholarship winners:  Yahni 

(Continued from page 3) 
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HHS Scholarships Have Impact 



Condolences 

Brown and Eric Piros.  Here’s what Yahni wanted all of you to know about him in his 

thank you note to the Society:  “Hello Mr. Wright. I am emailing you to tell you thank you 

for awarding me the Homewood Historical Society Scholarship. I'd never thought that I 

would receive such an amazing scholarship. By the way here's a photo of me to include in 

your newsletter.”  Yahni will 

begin general education 

coursework this fall at Prairie 

State College and then transfer 

to a four-year school to study 

electrical engineering.   

Our second scholarship 

recipient is Eric Piros, who is 

heading to Boston University 

this fall to study marine biology 

and history.  Eric’s thank you 

note reads:  “Dear Mr. Wright, 

Thank you so much for 

selecting me for the Homewood 

Historical Society Scholarship. 

The money will help me further 

pursue my interest in history.  

Earlier today I finished signing up for classes for the Boston University fall semester.  My 

choices include two history classes:  one focusing on medieval Europe and one focusing on 

eastern Europe.  I am grateful to the excellent teachers and advisors I´ve come to know in 

the Homewood-Flossmoor community who sparked my interest in learning more about the 

events and people that shape our story.  Thanks again.” 

HHS offers its condolences to the family of Bertram Woodland, who passed away on March 

24, 2020.  A memorial service was held on August 7 at Tews-Ryan Funeral Home.  He is 

survived by his two sons, Trevor  and Alan; Trevor’s former wife, Lori; and three 

grandsons.  As noted in our last newsletter, Bert’s wife, Mary, predeceased him by five 

weeks.   

Bertram held an honors degree in geology from the University College of Wales, Cardiff, 

followed by a Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. He worked as an aerial photo 

interpreter during the Second World War assessing bomb damage.  He then worked in 

mineral resource planning in London, and it was during this time that he met Mary. After 

their wedding, he emigrated to the U.S. where he taught geology at the University of 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Massachusetts and Mount Holyoke College and worked for the Vermont Geological Survey. He 

then was appointed Curator of Petrology at the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago, a 

position he held for nearly 30 years. 

Bertram and Mary moved to Homewood in 1958, where they raised their family. He was active 

in the local Izaak Walton chapter and later was a volunteer with Respond Now. Together with 

Mary, they were instrumental in documenting the biodiversity of the Homewood Prairie, 

contributing to its preservation and subsequent incorporation into the Izaak Walton Preserve. 

In 2009, he was elected to the Homewood Hall of Fame, along with his wife.  Memorials to 

Homewood Izaak Walton or charity of choice would be appreciated. 

HHS offers its condolences to the family of member Barbara Hecht, who passed away on 

March 28, 2020.  A memorial visitation was held on August 5 at Tews-Ryan Funeral Home.  

Our sympathies to Barb’s husband Bob; her children, Richard, William, Lori, and Lisa; and 

four grandchildren.  In lieu of flowers, Barb’s family requests memorials to St. Jude or 

Shriner’s Hospitals. 

by Mary McDermed 

Member, HHS Board of 

Directors 

Our group, Hands from the 

Heartland, knits or crochets 

hats, scarves, and afghans for 

our veterans served by VA 

Hospitals.  [Editor’s Note:  In 

addition to Mary, HHS members 

Joan Brazzale, Dixie Mitchell, 

and Rose Olsar are Hands from 

the Heartland volunteers.]  We 

need more knitters and 

crocheters to help us with this 

ongoing project.  All materials 

are provided to you at no charge.  

Come join us!  If you can only make one item, one homeless veteran will be warmer next 

winter because of you.  If you cannot knit or crochet, monetary donations are welcome.  Call 

Mary at 708-799-5071.  

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

Please take a moment and renew your HHS dues for 2020-2021.  If your address label shows 
an expiration date of 5/31/2020, your dues are now due and payable.   
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Hands from the Heartland Update 



President Jim Wright reports that “the grounds 

and gardens are in constant need of attention 

and maintenance during the growing season.  We 

are so fortunate to have the dedicated assistance 

of Chuck Hecht, who devotes hours each 

Saturday morning and afternoon to working on 

the gardens.  As usual, Chuck has planted an 

array of vegetables this year.  Some cucumbers 

have already been harvested, and tomatoes are 

on the way.  Chuck works so hard with the never-

ending task of weeding and also has time to 

include some additional plants in the garden like 

milkweed (that are already attracting 

butterflies).  We are also fortunate to benefit 

from Chuck's decorative skills, most recently 

with American flags for the 4th of July, and we 

look forward to his pumpkins and corn stalks in 

the fall and wreaths and garland at Christmas. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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“Weed” Give You a Garden Update Here 

2020-2021 Dues Due by August 31! 

 FAMILY, $20   INDIVIDUAL, $15       LIFE, $150 

   SENIOR INDIVIDUAL, $10, OR  

FULL-TIME STUDENT, $10 
SPONSORING, $30    

Office Use Only: 

Date Entered ______ 

Expires  __________ 

One year’s dues helps support upkeep of the Dorband-Howe House, advance notice of  

programs, four information-packed newsletters, and a membership directory. 

Please CHECK the appropriate membership category.  

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S DATE ______________________   OPTIONAL DONATION _____________________ 

Name_____________________________________________Phone (     )_____________________ 

Street____________________________________________________________________________ 

Town__________________________________________State________Zip___________________ 

E-mail____________________________________________________________________________ 

Detach & return with your check payable to HHS at P. O. Box 1144, Homewood, IL  60430.  

Please keep your address current, including life members; if a newsletter cannot be delivered,  

we are charged for its return and must spend additional postage to resend.  Thanks! 
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HOMEWOOD HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

Dorband-Howe House Hours: 

Saturdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Or by appointment 

(Currently no Tuesday hours due to COVID-19) 

Post Office Box 1144 

Homewood, IL  60430 

Phone: 708-799-1896 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Saving the Past for the Future 

Since 1980 

HHS 
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This at least adds a sense of ‘normalcy’ to the museum and 

for those who pass by it. 

“Chuck has been assisted in the garden by Irv Anderson, 

who has helped with weeding and other tasks, and Jim 

Kelly, who plants dahlias each spring on the south side of 

the summer kitchen.  In addition, Mark Leschuck has 

helped with weed control and also with trimming tree 

branches that have been overhanging the east side of the 

summer kitchen roof.  Jim Wright helps with the trimming 

of the front bushes and side ground cover, which requires 

trimming multiple times per season.  Jim and Mark have 

also re-painted the rear-entry stairs, railings and siding. 

“Truly, the work is never-ending and since Tom Kelly has 

retired from gardening, we always can use extra 

assistance,  Some wood storm windows are in poor condition and  the rear storm door is 

beginning to rot out at the bottom.  Chuck has plans to address these concerns.” 

(Continued from page 7) 

Garden Update, cont’d. . . . 


