
Homewood, Illinois 60430 

Meetings and Things 

to Remember 

• All meetings held at St. Paul 

Church, 7:30 p.m.: 

• September 12:  A Patch in 

History—Quilts 

• October 10:  Recollections of 

Homewood Panel Discussion 

• November 14:  Old Richton 

Park Diamond Jubilee 

• December 12:  Holiday Party 

• ON SALE:  Richard Haas 
Homewood Theatre prints, 
$5.00 each while they last at 

the D-H House.  Coverlets, D
-H pillows, totes, and 
tapestries also still available.  
Call Elaine Egdorf, 708-798-

9535, for more info. 
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Ravisloe Celebrates 100 Years 
by Jim Wright 

 

Editors’ Note:  This is Ravisloe Country Club’s centennial year.  In this 

issue, HHS President Jim Wright looks back at Ravisloe’s beginnings and 

shares with us some of the little-known facts about a golfing jewel in the 

southern suburbs. 

Photographs courtesy of Homewood Historical Society, Ravisloe Country 

Club, and Jim Wright. 

The beginnings of Ravisloe Country Club date back to May 1901, when a 

group of Chicagoans, led by Solomon Stix, discussed the possibility of 

organizing a golf club.  Golf was just beginning to become popular in the 

United States, and Stix pitched his 
idea mainly to the members of the 

Standard Club of Chicago.   Most of 

the members had little knowledge 

of the game and thought the 
proposition as one of a place they 

could go to escape the tensions and 

troubles of the city for rest and 
recreation, with golf as an option.  

Stix was confident that as people 

became familiar with the game, 

golf would soon become the focus of 
the club.   The group agreed to 

explore the proposition further and 

they began scouting potential sites. 

The first site considered was land 

owned by a Dutch farmer named Ravisloot.  His property was located on 
147th Street and was bisected by the Calumet River.  It was initially 

thought the river would serve as a recreational amenity for swimming and 

boating and that it would make a fine water hazard.  The group soon 

determined the water was too dirty for swimming, the river was prone to 
flooding, and the costs of building a bridge to support course maintenance 

equipment were too expensive.  This site soon lost favor, although 

(Continued on page 2) 

An artist’s rendering of Ravisloe Country 
Club’s Spanish Revival Clubhouse 
(http://www.ravisloecc.com, visited 

7/23/2001). 



Ravisloe Celebrates 100 Years  
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prospective members continued to call the 
fledgling club by the Ravisloot name.   Some, 

however, thought the ending of the name too 

“guttural” and suggested changing to the 

softer sounding Ravislow or Ravisloe.  The 
latter was agreed upon and eventually 

became the club’s official name. 

Another location being looked at, and the one 

finally selected, was the Sidney Briggs farm 
in Homewood.  The farmstead proved to be 

just as attractive as the Ravisloot site. It was 

dotted with old elm and maple trees that 

would provide an attractive appearance and 
much needed shade for the golfers.  Much of 

the acreage was in pasture, which would 

allow the course to be developed with 

minimal effort and expense.  The farm was 
located just west of the Illinois Central 

tracks, which would allow members easy 

access from Chicago via I.C. suburban 

passenger trains.  As the I.C. station was on 
the east side of the tracks, there was concern 

for the safety of members who would have to 

(Continued from page 1) cross the tracks to walk to and from the 

course.  This objection was to be overcome 
when the railroad agreed to construct a 

pedestrian overpass for the use of  club 

members.  In fact, in 1924, as an additional 

benefit to the club, the railroad would 
construct a new station on the west side of the 

tracks in the Spanish style architecture 

similar to the club’s present clubhouse.   

Negotiations with Mr. Briggs proved fruitful 
and by August 1901, 101 acres of his farm 

were purchased with an option to buy 

additional land if needed.  With this, Ravisloe 

Country Club became a reality and members 
quickly set to work laying out the course and 

improving the grounds.  Five holes were 

playable by the fall of 1901, and additional 

holes were developed in succeeding years until 
all 18 holes were completed. 

A small cottage was located on the course 

grounds, and it served as the first clubhouse.  

The cottage was formerly the home of  Mr. 
Briggs’ parents, and being so small it only 

(Continued on page 5) 

On the Left:  A postcard, published by Homewood’s own N. S. Cowing, of the Ravisloe Men’s Locker Room.  The 
building, built in the early 1910s, was located east of the present clubhouse.  The locker room burned to the ground in 

April 1933, the week before the course was to open for the season.  (Postcard courtesy of Jim Wright.) 
 

Right:  Ravisloe (labeled as “Revisloe”), circa mid 1920s.  The Spanish Revival clubhouse was built in 1916.  The Men’s 
Locker Room is to the right of the clubhouse in this photo.  (Photo on file at the Dorband-Howe House Museum.) 



A Centennial for Calumet Country Club  

by Jim Wright 

 

Editors’ Note:  In addition to celebrating 100 

years of Ravisloe golf in Homewood, another 

golfing institution is celebrating the 

centennial of its founding—Calumet Country 
Club.  Although the Club did not originate in 

Homewood, it has a long and rich tradition as 

one of the area’s finest private facilities.  HHS 
President Jim Wright 

takes a closer look at 

another golfing 

tradition celebrating 
its 100th birthday this 

year. 

Additional 

information provided 

by Calumet Country 
Club’s Centennial 

Committee and Indian 

Trails to Tollways, on 
file at the Dorband-

Howe House Museum. 

Calumet Country 

Club was founded in 

1901 by a group of 

members from the old Bryn Mawr, 
Washington Park, and Kenwood Clubs and 

was first located at 95th Street and Cottage 

Grove Avenue in Chicago.  Many famous 

players from the early days of golf played at 
Calumet.  “Chick” Evans was a frequent 

participant in tournaments at the club, even 

winning one at the age of 16, and club 
professional Jim Foulis was the 1896  

U.S. Open Champion.  In 1914, Calumet 

joined with 24 other Chicago area clubs in 

organizing the Chicago District Golf 
Association. 

Increasing industrialization in the area 

surrounding 95th and Cottage Grove caused 

club members to search for a new site and, in 

1917, 126 acres of land at 175th Street and 
Western Avenue just north of Homewood 

were purchased.  Legendary golf course 

architect Donald Ross was commissioned to 
design the new course.  Members would play 

holes as they were developed, and the course 

was fully completed by 1922.  Around 1921, a 

one-room clubhouse was erected and was 
enlarged several times over the years as the 

club grew.  Prior to this, the club’s first 

manager cooked and served meals in a tent set 

up on the grounds.  It is 
said he visited 

surrounding farms on 

Fridays purchasing live 
chickens and fresh 

produce to feed the influx 

of weekend golfers. 

Calumet hosted the 1924 

Western Open, which 
was won by Bill 

Melhourn with a 72-hole 

score of 285.  This 

tournament was the first 
to have scoring updates 

reported live by radio.  In 

1945, Calumet played a 
part in a golf record that 

still stands today.  Byron 

Nelson arrived at the 

Chicago Victory Open hosted by Calumet, 
having won the last seven consecutive PGA 

tournaments he entered.  He left Calumet 

with his eighth straight triumph after winning 

the Open, posting a 72-hole score of 275.  
Nelson would go on to win the next three tour 

events, racking up an amazing eleven 

consecutive tour victories.  His 18 tournament 

wins for the 1945 season is also a PGA Tour 
record, and his scoring average of 68.33 was 

not surpassed until the 2000 season.  The 

Chicago Victory Open would be the last major 
tournament played at Calumet with the 

exception of some USGA and CDGA qualifying 

events. 

Major changes to the course came in the late 

1950s when the path of the Tri-State Tollway 
(Continued on page 4) 

A view of the enlarged Calumet Country Club 
House, circa mid 1920s, from the course grounds 

looking southwest.  (Original postcard on file at the 
Dorband-Howe House Museum.)  
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Calumet Country Club Centennial. . . .    

was moved south of its original planned 
route.  A large portion of the northern part of 

the course was lost to the road building effort.  

Packard and Associates redesigned and 

rebuilt the golf course, trying to maintain the 
integrity of the Donald Ross design and 

incorporating many of the original Ross holes 

where possible.  In the early 1990s, the club 

embarked on a major renovation project, 
which included interior and exterior 

renovation of the clubhouse, a new swimming 

pool complex, a new maintenance building, a 
new cart barn, an enhanced practice area, 

and a state-of-the-art irrigation system. 

To top off the Centennial, Chicago Tribune 

golf reporter Ed Sherman profiled legend 

Byron Nelson’s visit to the club the weekend 
of July 28-29, 2001.  Said Nelson to reporter 

(Continued from page 3) 

Sherman:  “I love the game.”  (The full text of 
the Nelson interview can be found in the 

Chicago Tribune, August 1, 2001, page 8.) 

We have an urgent need for your Homewood recollections for two upcoming newsletters.  Our next 
newsletter, to be published shortly before the December Holiday Party, will profile Washington 
Park Racetrack on the 25th anniversary of the devastating fire that changed an historic part of 

Homewood’s landscape.  Were you a regular at Washington Park?  What do you remember from the 

fire and its aftermath?  Please share your recollections with us. 

The following newsletter, set to be published in March, will profile the history of Girl Scouting in 

Homewood and will be timed to coincide with the 90th anniversary of the Girl Scouts of America’s 
founding.  If you were a Girl Scout in Homewood, knew a Girl Scout, served as a Girl Scout leader— 

or were a Homewood Boy Scout who was sweet on a Homewood Girl Scout—your reminiscences are 

key to this issue. 

Please, share your memories with us, in any one of the following ways: 

• Contact Kris Condon or Dick Condon at 708-957-9364.  We’ll interview you over the 

phone and send you a copy of your recollections for proofreading before adding them 

to the newsletter. 

• E-mail us at kmcondon@msn.com, and we’ll take care of the rest. 

• Send your handwritten recollections to HHS at Box 1144, Homewood, IL  60430. 

It’s that easy—and so very appreciated.  Remember, this is your newsletter—so your input, stories, 
memories, and recollections are what makes this interesting.  We need your recollections—soon! 

We Need Your Recollections—Soon! 

Calumet Country Club as it appears today.  
(Photo, taken from club scorecard, courtesy of 

Calumet Country Club.) 
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afforded members a place to change and hang 
their clothing.  For meals, members would 

either bring their own picnic lunches, dine at 

the taverns in town, or visit an industrious 

farm family living near the club who sold 
chicken dinners for 50 cents. 

Construction of a larger wood frame clubhouse 

was completed in 1902.  This clubhouse, 

located east of the present building, included a 
large great room with a brick fireplace, dining 

room, bar room, kitchen 

and men’s and women’s 

locker rooms on the first 
floor. 

Seven rooms on the second 

floor were available for 

members to spend the 

night.  These rooms lacked 
baths or clothes closets, so 

guests were limited to 

spending only a night.  A 
large veranda extended 

across of the southern side 

of this building.   

The club flourished, and 

in 1910 a fifty-five acre 
parcel was added to the 

course.  With this 

addition, the course 

underwent a significant 
redesign that was completed in 1913. 

In the fall of that year, Ravisloe hosted an 

exhibition match between the English 

professionals Harry Vardon and Edward Ray 
and local amateurs “Chick” Evans and Warren 

Wood.  Vardon and Ray complimented the 

course as being one of the best in the country 

and suggested a number of changes to make it 
even more challenging.  The club hired 

renowned golf architect Donald Ross, who 

implemented these and other changes in his 

redesign of the course completed between 1916 
and 1920. 

(Continued from page 2) 
About the time the initial course redesign was 

taking place, the club constructed a new men’s 
locker room building which, at the time, was 

billed as the finest in the country and the first 

men’s locker room to be built above ground.  

With the completion of this building, members 
realized the inadequacies of the main clubhouse 

and plans were made to build a new one.  

Construction of a large Spanish Revival 

structure, the current clubhouse, was started in 
1916 and when completed was one of the most 

luxurious in the country.  New 

guest quarters were also 
constructed and the second 

clubhouse building was moved 

on the grounds and  

refurbished into servants’ 
quarters.  Tennis courts and a 

swimming pool were added in 

subsequent years. 

Far from being overconfident, 

Solomon Stix would be proud 
to see how the vision of his golf 

club has blossomed over the 

last 100 years.  Today, 
Ravisloe continues to enjoy a 

reputation of being one of the 

finest golf clubs in the 

Chicagoland area.  The 18-hole 
course measures 6302 yards 

from the championship tees 

with a par 70 rating.  The grounds are wooded 

and well manicured.  While many of the older 
buildings are gone, the architectural gem of the 

club, and arguably of the south suburbs, 

continues to be the beautifully maintained 

Spanish Revival clubhouse.  Homewood is 
indeed fortunate to have Ravisloe Country Club 

nestled in its midst. 

Material for this article 
was taken from Ravisloe 

Country Club’s 25th 

anniversary booklet. 

 

Ravisloe Celebrates 100 Years  

The Nathan Ascher residence, circa mid 
1920s.  This photo was taken looking west 

from the Ravisloe grounds; the house 
fronted the golf course.  The property is 
now occupied by residences of Patricia 

Lane east of Perth Avenue.  Ascher 
reportedly owned a number of theatres in 

Chicago.  (Postcard courtesy of Jim 
Wright.) 
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Remembering Skip Allison 1936-2001 

Editors’ Notes & Old Timers’ Tea Info 

HHS extends a warm welcome to its newest life 

member—the Homewood Public Library.  We 
appreciate your support of, and commitment to, 

Homewood’s historical preservation. 

◆◆◆ 

From member Dolores Lunn:  “Sure enjoy the 

HHS Newsletters—I remember the 
Washington Park Airport so well.  Thanks for 

the memories.”  (Thank you for your support, 

Dolores.) 

◆◆◆ 

From member John Dinges:  “Excellent 
newsletter!”  (Thank you for your support, 

John.) 

◆◆◆ 

From member William Crowley:  “We are really 

seniors.  Claire is 92 and I am 95.  We have 

lived in Homewood 65 years—53 years at 
“18456” [Perth].”  (65 years in Homewood—

Congratulations to you!) 

◆◆◆ 

From member Alice Brei Holl:  “I was born in 

Homewood on August 14, 1910—so I am 90 
years old.”  (Happy Birthday, Alice!) 

◆◆◆ 

From Bonnie Bergeron, Board Secretary of the 

Bourbonnais Grove Historical Society:  “Just a 

short note to let you know how much I always 
enjoy your informative, well-written Homewood 

Historical Society newsletter.  Your last issue, 

about the German POW camp, was particularly 

fascinating.  So much so, that my husband and I 

(Continued on page 8) 

It is with a heavy heart that HHS remembers 

life member and Director John “Skip” Allison, 
who died suddenly on August 8, 2001 in 

Michigan.  Skip and his wife, Susanne, first 

joined HHS in 1995, and he became a life 

member in 1998.  Skip readily made time for 
HHS activities; besides being a regular 

presence at our monthly meetings, he served 

as a Dorband-Howe House tour guide and was 

elected to a three-year term on the HHS 
Board of Directors in 1999.  His business 

acumen and management skills, combined 

with his quick smile, will be truly missed by 
the board and by the organization. 

In preparation for a recent newsletter, your 

editors asked each board member to write a 

brief biography to share with the membership.  

What better way to remember Skip’s 
commitment to his family and his interest in 

Homewood history than in his own words: 

“I have been a Homewood resident since 1940.  
I attended Central and Standard Schools and 

graduated from Thornton Township High 
School.  My family and I have raised five 

children and three stepchildren who all attended 

local schools. 

“I retired after 40 years with Quaker Oats 

[Director of the Food Ingredients Group, which 
included operations, planning and sales], with 

time spent in Ohio, Indiana, and Iowa after 

college (Iowa State University).  My father was a 
Boy Scout troop master in Homewood during the 

‘40s and ‘50s.  I’ve been active in Senior Little 

League Baseball and have lived in seven 

different Homewood locations.” 

HHS expresses its condolences to Susanne; his 

five children and three step-children; his seven 
grandchildren and four step-grandchildren; his 

mother, Evelyn Allison; and his two brothers. 

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that 

memorials be made to the American Cancer 
Society or the American Heart Association. 
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For membership renewals, or for membership gifts, please use this form. 

Please CIRCLE the appropriate membership category. 

Family $15   Individual $10  Senior Individual or Student $7.50 

Senior Family $12.50 Life Member $150 per member 

Today’s Date_______________   Optional Contribution_______________ 

Name_____________________________________________Phone (     )_________________ 

Street________________________________________________________________________ 

Town__________________________________________State________Zip_______________ 

E-mail address (if applicable)___________________________________________________ 

Mail check payable to Homewood Historical Society at Post Office Box 1144, 

Homewood, IL  60430.   

Membership Renewal Form 

HHS continues to have the best volunteers 

who do all they can to promote our 
organization.  Special 

thanks go to Mary 

Helen Ducat, 
Elaine 

Egdorf, Joyce 

Grier, Magda 

Hepokoski, 
Cathy Kloss, 

Karen 

Smith, Lisa Smith, Mary Steiner, 
Barbara Van Antwerp, and Megan 

Whalen for manning the HHS information 
booth at the June Fine Art Fair.   

Thanks, too, to our newly formed Phone 

Tree, coordinated by Director Mary 
McDermed.  The committee’s function is to 
remind all members within a 15 mile radius 

of upcoming programs.  If you live in the area, 

you should receive a monthly call that we’re 

meeting at St. Paul Community Church. 

Our thanks to Peg Boivin, James Garnes, 

Fred Gold, Elfrieda Heuer, Tom Kelly, Dick 

Knuth, Sally Kruger, Alice Lyzak, Mary 
McCarthy, Steven Sindelar, Truex 

Upchurch, and Chloe White for contacting our 
members each month. 

Finally, we’d like to thank the dynamic 

gardening duo of Tom Kelly and Bart Jerner, 
who maintain our plantings’ beauty despite the 

summer heat; Jim Wright, who regularly trims 

hedges and ground cover for us; and Paul Hart, 
who keeps the yard trimmed and neat.  To all of 
you, we give the Newsletter Editors’ “White 

Picket Fence” Award!  Thank you for your efforts! 

Our Volunteers—They’re the Best! 
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Editors’ Notes & Old Timers’ Tea Info 

decided that we would take a little Sunday drive and find the American flag mentioned in the 
article.  We found the flag and had an interesting conversation about where the camp was probably 

located and how the area must have looked at that time.  Your newsletter does exactly what good 

newsletters are supposed to do—educate the public about the little pockets of history in the 

Homewood area that may be obscure but are so essential for our next generation to know.  Thanks 
for doing such an excellent job.”  (Thank you, Bonnie; we always appreciate comments and feedback 

from our partners in preserving histories.) 

◆◆◆ 

Finally, mark your calendars NOW for April 28, 2002.  That’s when HHS will reprise its Old 
Timers’ Tea honoring those who have called Homewood home for 50 years or more.  These 50 year 
folks don’t have to be HHS members—but they do need to be honored, along with their guests, for 

their half-century relationship with “Home Sweet Homewood.” 

We’re in the process of establishing a committee to determine whether residents who were invited 

to our last tea still reside in the area and to identify “new” old timers.  If you have the name of a 

Homewood “Old Timer,” please contact HHS Director Elaine Egdorf at 798-9535 with the 
information.  Elaine and her “Old Timer Helpers” will track them down and make sure they’re 

included on our invitation list.  More information on the tea will be coming in future newsletters.  

Look for it! 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Dorband-Howe House Hours: 
Tuesdays and Saturdays, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Or by appointment 

Home Sweet Homewood 

Two Homewood traditions 
celebrate 100 years! Details 

inside. 

HHS 

Post Office Box 1144 
Homewood, IL  60430 

Phone: 708-798-1896 
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